
1 

   

 

 

 

 

David Sinclair writes:
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to all 

 
Love one another, as I have loved you (John 15:12) 

 
We welcome into the life and worship of our congregation people of every race, gender, background, age,  
sexual orientation, mental or physical ability. 
 
We affirm our diversity and the dignity of each person. 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  (Romans 15:7) 
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Message from the minister: 
 

Dear Friends,  

Our theme through Lent this year has 

been ‘Breaking the Barriers’, and that 

was our theme at the congregational 

weekend away as well.  We’ve looked at the barriers Jesus 

breaks to speak to a Samaritan woman – barriers of tradition and 

convention, or religion and nation; we’ve looked at the barriers 

facing a man born blind, the least of which was his blindness – 

with many more barriers being placed in his way by the attitudes 

of others (especially the religious authorities).  As I write, my 

thoughts are on Lazarus and Judas, who will command our 

attention in the last two Sundays before Easter, and who will offer 

us a way in to addressing barriers of death and blame and 

betrayal. 

 

At Pitlochry we also looked at barriers created by prejudice and 

stereotyping, at the way we presume things of one another, things 

that prevent us seeing each other as we should.  And we looked 

at the barriers encountered by people who have never been to 

church before when they come to church for the first time – and at 

how we might begin or continue to break down those barriers in 

our lives and in our society and in our church. 

 

As we read of Jesus in the Gospels, we read of one who broke 

down, or just ignored, barriers.  He recognised how those with 

power and influence and wealth often tried to erect barriers 

around those things to keep others out – and keep those others 

safely clear of having influence of their own.  Even, perhaps 

especially, religious rules of the day did a very good job of 

exclusion.  As we approach Holy Week, we may remember again 

the story of ‘the cleansing of the temple’; it is a story of how the 
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principal place of worship of the faith was built on exclusion – and 

of how Jesus acted to draw attention to who was being excluded. 

To the people of the time, the people visiting the temple, the 

people who knew the rules, who knew the system, who knew 

what to do and where and how to do it, Jesus would have been 

seen as making a fuss about nothing, making a scene, disturbing 

the peace.  But maybe we still need to allow Jesus to disturb our 

peace, to point out the ways in which our actions, or our customs, 

or our buildings, or our language, still exclude.  And maybe we 

should notice when the barriers needing to be broken are the 

barriers we erect or maintain – or just take for granted. 

 

The resurrection we celebrate at Easter is not a restoration of the 

old, it is the inauguration of the new; it is the embodiment of the 

kingdom.  And we are called to be that embodiment today – it’s 

quite a calling. 

 

Have a very happy Easter.  

Yours in Christ, 

David Sinclair 
 

 
 

The Wellington Rambling Club  
 
By a circuitous means, via Maureen Small and Linda Brown to 
name but two, copies of three walks undertaken, over a hundred 
years ago, by the ‘lads’ of the Wellington Rambling Club have 
been passed to me. Since, after 31 years, I’m just about to give 
up the leadership of the West End Christian Walking Club, these 
reminders of the delights of walking in good company couldn’t 
have come at a more propitious time! But walker or not, you can’t 
fail to appreciate the exhilaration and joy that comes through the 
writing - the fresh air and energy, football, fun and friendship, and 
the interest they took in everything around them. It’s a pleasure to 
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share, across a century, their sheer zest for life. Of the three 
walks we have, I’ve chosen March 31st, 1913 just before the 
outbreak of the First World War in which, poignantly, one of them 
would be killed.  
 
The walk they took from 
Uddingston to Blantyre, 
via Bothwell Castle, is 
still one of my favourites. 
It’s an easy, short walk 
alongside one of the 
loveliest stretches of the 
Clyde with a castle, a 
wobbly bridge and the 
Memorial to David 
Livingstone thrown in!  
 
 
 
If you would like to follow in their footsteps I’ve put it on our 
website ‘www.wecwc.co.uk’ under ‘Walks within a radius of 10 
miles’. If you’d like a longer, even-more-beautiful route taking in 
the Uddingston to Blantyre stretch walk but using a car and two 
trains (Simples! Honestly!) try ‘A Figure of Eight around 
Chatelherault under the same menu. If you don’t have access to 
the internet, phone me and I’ll get a copy of the walks to you!  

In the meantime, if 
anyone has any more 
information about the 
‘lads’ you might like to let 
me know and we’ll bring 
you up-to-date in a future 
edition of the ‘Wellie 
News’. And, maybe, you 
have a copy of the other 
walks they did!     
Glenda White 
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“Bothwell Castle and Blantyre via Uddingston. 
Saturday, 29th of March, 1913 

 
On 29th March we inaugurated the Wellington Church Rambling 
Club, with our first ramble, and luckily were favoured with the best 
weather we have had so far this year, in fact it was difficult to 
make one believe that Spring had hardly commenced, it was so 
summerlike. 
 
Fourteen of us gathered at the Central Station where we took 
return tickets from the Low Level Uddingston. When we arrived at 
Uddingston some of us had not the courage to drag our coats it 
was so warm. We all went therefore in a body and deposited 
them in the ticket office. About half a mile from the station, we 
arrived at Bothwell Castle Estate magnificent grounds owned by 
the Earl of Home KJ. At the request of Mr Kerr he kindly granted 
us special permission to visit the castle, an ancient and historic 
building, hundreds of years old, the scene of much strife in our 
early national history. It has in its time been a huge and 
magnificent structure, several parts of the moat and entrance 
having been unearthed lately, almost fully 100 yards distant from 
the main court. While inside inspecting the walls et cetera, Mr 
Morrison joined us having travelled by a later train. It was indeed 
rather a pleasant surprise to us all. 
 
Outside in the grounds we had a strenuous game of football for 
about twenty minutes, at the end of which most of us felt more 
like lying on the ground than walking another six or seven miles, it 
was so hot. Anyhow, we all managed to amble along and the view 
obtained from the grounds was indeed beautiful, looking up the 
Clyde with the Castle in the background. We soon came in sight 
of Blantyre, on the other side of the river looking very fresh and 
clean with its white washed houses in contrast to the Spring 
greenness all around. Coming into the town of Bothwell, Mr 
Morrison led us into Bothwell Parish Church, one of the oldest in 
Scotland dating back about eight hundred years, although of 
course it has been renewed. We passed into the church, the 
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architectural work of which is most beautiful. We were also shown 
into a kind of crypt, which contains several slabs of stones, which 
at one time had adorned the head of a grave. The roof of the 
crypt, we were told, was eleven feet thick.  Mr Morrison now had 
unfortunately to leave us, having to go back to town. Our only 
hope is therefore that he will be able to join us in several other 
rambles this season. 
 
Before starting out on our way to Blantyre we had some 
refreshments, but we were soon on our way again and soon 
reached the Clyde, flowing majestically towards its duty in the 
commercial world. We passed over a suspension bridge, by no 
means safe in a storm, at the end of which we had to pay a toll, 
which goes towards the upkeep of the bridge. We were now in 
Blantyre, the birthplace of David Livingstone, whose history does 
not require to be repeated here, it’s being too well-known, this 
being the centenary this year of his birth. We first visited his old 
school room, on the walls of which is hung a copy of the writing 
on his tomb in Westminster Abbey. We then visited his house 
where he was born, a very old-fashioned yet well-kept building. 
We also saw the ruins of the factory where he worked not 100 
yards from his home, rather a convenient distance which most of 
us would envy. 
 
We now retraced our steps homewards, the football playing a 
prominent part in our "weary way home homeward".  At least if we 
counted the number of times we chased this over hedges and 
fences, we would be "weary" by the time we were finished. We 
soon reached Uddingston, having thoroughly enjoyed ourselves, 
and only hope we will be favoured with the same weather in our 
future rambles. 
Jack M. Robertson 
 
Names of those present: 
Mr Morrison; Mr W L McKerrow;  Mr Norman C Anderson;  Mr Kerr;  
Mr Smith; Mr J L Adamson;  Mr GH Morrison, Jr; Mr Edwin Blair;  
Mr Robert Laing;  Mr Andrew Kirkland;  Mr Frank Agnew;  
Mr Fred Turner;  Mr Harry Turner;  Mr Ian Grant; Mr Jack M Robertson” 
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Ceilidh – Friday 21 April: 8-11pm  

There will be a ceilidh to raise funds for the IONA 

COMMUNITY CAPITAL APPEAL (for refurbishment of 

accommodation in Iona Abbey) –which will be held in the 

University of Glasgow Chapel. 

There will be live music with Macappella Ceilidh Band; 

snacks and soft drinks to buy; BYOB.   

Tickets (£10; concessions £5) from Norman Shanks or 

contact  0141 429 3774; jonmol@phonecoop.coop 

 
Scottish International Piano Competition 
 
I’m as usual raising money for the Douglas McKerrell 

Memorial Prize.  This year the Competition will be held 
from the 1st to the 10th September and you are all 
most welcome to attend all sessions and the Final with 
the RSNO in the Concert Hall.  

I’m currently seeking people to host competitors. The only 
qualifications for this are that the Competitor can get to the 
Conservatoire daily by public transport or with a lift, to rehearse. 
Also that you are tolerant to people from all over the world with 
differing customs and diets.  You will be asked to provide B&B 
and perhaps an occasional evening meal. Please tell anyone who 
might be interested. The Hosts have found this a great 
experience and have often kept in touch with the young people. 
No piano is needed! Please contact me if you are interested or 
would like to hear more.  Lizanne McKerrell 
 
Concert in the City Chambers on 27th April 
 
We are delighted that two award winning close harmony groups 
will be entertaining us. The renowned all male A Capella group 
“Close Shave Barbershop Chorus” and the ladies A Capella 
group “Tartan Harmony” . 
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There will be a glass of wine/soft drink on arrival at 7pm and the 
choirs will perform from 7.30pm.  Please join us for what will be a 
very enjoyable evening in the magnificent surroundings of 
Glasgow City Chambers in George Square.  Bring all your friends 
for a happy spring evening. All tickets £10 from Lizanne Mckerrell 
on 01360 770 380 or lizanne.mckerrell@zen.co.uk 

The outing to Dumfries House    

A Church visit to Dumfries House near Cumnock is being 
arranged for Wednesday, May 10th. We will have a tour of the 
house at 12 followed by lunch in the house at 1pm. Details of 
transport and times will be available depending on numbers. 
Please contact Helen Sturrock if you would like to book a place 
and put this date in you diary. 

Wellington at the West End Festival 
 
Saturday 10th June at 1pm in Wellington 

Music for a Summer Saturday, 
presented by Connor Smith, will be a 
performance of chamber music, given 
by several talented students from the 
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland.  
The programme will include music 
from the Cubarsi String Quartet, solo 
piano music played by Maya 
Rosenwasser, and vocal duets sung 
by Eva MacFarlane and Eleanor 
Bundy. 

 

 
APRIL PRESBYTERY 

 
Living and learning in the 21st Century 
Tuesday, 18th April 2017 at 7.00 pm:  5 venues, 5 topics 

 
Who should come?  Anyone at church involved or interested in these 
topics. Choose what’s most relevant for you and register your choice by 

javascript:handleMailto('mailto:lizanne.mckerrell@zen.co.uk');return%20false;
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contacting Presbytery Office on 0141 332 6606 or email 
glasgow@churchofscotland.org.uk 
 
VENUE 1:  Garthamlock & Craigend East Church, 46 Porchester Street, G33 5DB 

“How do we enable a journey of faith?” 
How do we create stepping stones for people to journey into a relationship 
with Jesus? 
Rev Martin Fair: Arbroath St Andrew’s and Rev Alastair Duncan:                
St. George’s Tron, Glasgow, will give practical insight into this discussion. 
 
VENUE 2: Eastwood Church, 5 Mansewood Road, Eastwood G43 1TW 

“A World of Difference – Interfaith Dialogue and the People of the Way” 
We live in a world of difference, globally and locally.  How are local 
churches to connect with neighbours of different faiths?  An evening of 
conversation, learning and sharing. 
 
Representatives of Glasgow’s faith communities and interfaith practitioners 
will provide valuable insight to this discussion. 
 
VENUE 3: Springburn Church, 180 Springburn Way, Springburn G21 1TU 

“How do we make church relevant to children and young people?” 
Even in the last 10 years, patterns of life and how children learn have 
changed.  How can we respond effectively as a church? 
 
Shirley Billes, Personal and Spiritual Development Consultant, will lead us 
through this discussion. 
 
VENUE 4: Gorbals Church, 1 Errol Gardens, Gorbals G5 0RA 

“Media and Communications” 
How can social media help your church achieve its aims and which type of 
social media is right for your church?  How can you protect your staff and 
volunteers when using social media? 
 
Ross McCulloch, Third Sector Lab, will lead this introduction to a one-day 
session that will follow later in the year. 
 
VENUE 5:  Knightswood St. Margaret’s, 2000 Great Western Road G13 2HA 

“Finding and nurturing volunteers” 
Churches are looking for volunteers to support their activities, but how do 
we encourage people to volunteer and how do we then support them to 
ensure they are in a role that works for both church and individual? 
 
A representative from Volunteer Glasgow will guide this discussion. 

mailto:glasgow@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Fun at the Church Pitlochry Weekend 
 
Here are some photos from the Church weekend in Pitlochry in March: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               
 

                             
Enjoying the sun on a lovely weekend 

 

 
Guess the game? 
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Sunday Duties 

16 April 2017        Side Door Bearer  Catherine Shaw Dunn      Front Door Bearer Christine Scott 

                              Side Door Plate    Andy Cardwell                     Front Door Plate Caroline Jennings 

 Sound Ken Fyfe 

 23 April 2017 Side Door Bearer Kate Fyfe Front Door Bearer Jackie Murray 

 Side Door Plate Helen Sturrock Front Door Plate Yushin Toda 

 Sound Donald Murray 

 30 April 2017        Side Door Bearer John F Anderson              Front Door Bearer  Grace Franklin 

 Side Door Plate Fumi Nakabachi Front Door Plate Nancy Porter 

 Sound Claire McDiarmid 

 07 May 2017 Side Door Bearer Arthur Allison Front Door Bearer Joyce Allison 

 Side Door Plate Caroline Jennings       Front Door Plate  Lizanne McKerrell 

 Sound Niall Hardie 

 14 May 2017         Side Door Bearer  Helen Sturrock                Front Door Bearer  Isabel Macmillan 

 Side Door Plate Sheila Craik Front Door Plate Petra Hardie 

 Sound Donald Murray 

 21 May 2017 Side Door Bearer Arthur Allison Front Door Bearer Ruth Beattie 

 Side Door Plate Joyce Allison Front Door Plate Jackie Murray 

 Sound Claire McDiarmid 

 28 May 2017           Side Door Bearer  Robin Green                  Front Door Bearer  Norman Shanks 

 Side Door Plate David Swinfen Front Door Plate Andy Cardwell 

 Sound David Blackhurst 

 

     04 June 2017       Side Door Bearer Catherine Shaw Dunn     Front Door Bearer Fumi Nakabachi 

 Side Door Plate Nancy Porter                Front Door Plate Christine Scott 
 Sound Ken Fyfe 

 11 June 2017         Side Door Bearer John F Anderson           Front Door Bearer Grace Franklin 
 Side Door Plate Caroline Jennings           Front Door Plate Donald Murray 
 Sound Niall Hardie 
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Easter Children’s page  

 

 

 

Can you colour in these eggs? 

 
 

 




