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                                                                    Welcome to all 
 

Love one another, as I have loved you (John 15:12) 
 

We welcome into the life and worship of our congregation people of every race, gender, background, age,  
sexual orientation, mental or physical ability. 
 
We affirm our diversity and the dignity of each person. 
 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  (Romans 15:7) 
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Message from the Minister: 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
By the time you read this you will probably have heard, from me 
or from someone else, that Mary and I will be moving in the 
autumn. We are going to Prague, where I will be working as a 
Church of Scotland mission partner with The Evangelical Church 
of Czech Brethren as an Ecumenical and International 
Relations Officer for the next four years.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren 
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This will be quite a challenge, especially as my first job will be to 
become fluent in Czech – which, I am assured, is not an easy 
language to learn!  My job will concentrate particularly on creating 
and maintaining links and twinning arrangements between Czech 
congregations and congregations in the English-speaking world, 
organising and hosting visits, and supervising the English 
language output of the Czech church.  
 
The Czech Republic is reckoned to be the most secular country in 
Europe, the country in which the desire of the Communist 
regimes to see religion wither and die has been most fully 
accomplished. But the secular atmosphere of the country is not 
only down to the machinations of the communist era, but also to 
the consumerism and hedonism that very quickly took its place – 
imported from the west.  
 
So there is a continuing role for the church in calling the people to 
understand not only the individual liberty that has driven culture 
for the last nearly thirty years, but the collective responsibility we 
have to and for one another. 
 
The church in the Czech Republic was the source of much of the  
resistance to the deadening effect of collectivism, and the place to 
which people turned when times were hard and souls were 
desperate; it needs also to be the place where people go when 
the individualism, which our culture has created and encouraged 
and exported, becomes a burden and a barrier to people’s 
fulfilment. 
 
We are looking forward to sharing in this work – and to doing 
something quite different for the last few years before retirement. 
We are sure it will be enriching and rewarding. 
 
At the same time, after nine great years in the West End of 
Glasgow, moving is not only a physical upheaval and an 
organisational nightmare, it is also a personal and spiritual 
wrench. We have enjoyed sharing in the journey of Wellington 
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congregation, and that of other friends in other churches, and will 
be sad to leave.  
We have so much for which to be grateful – and I hope there will 
be a chance before our departure to express our thanks more 
fully. 
 
You will always be in our thoughts and prayers. 
Yours in Christ, 
David 

Wellington Church Pitlochry Weekend Away   March 2017 

Mix together warm sunshine, an attractive location and good 
fellowship and you have a recipe for a successful church 
weekend!  Forty of us gathered in the Atholl Centre in Pitlochry 
with the theme of the weekend being “Breaking the barriers.”   
After settling in, the Friday evening was essentially a ‘film night’ 
when we watched the Disney film “Zootropolis”   After morning 
prayers on Saturday, Petra and Niall Hardie gave us questions 
relating to the film that stimulated us to identify the themes of 
discrimination, stereotyping and prejudice.   
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Then Lizy Newswanger encouraged us to think about the barriers 
to feeling at home in Wellington church and we split into small 
groups to identify these. 
 
Saturday afternoon was spent in walking in the country to an 
historic pub in the village of Moulin, browsing the shops in 
Pitlochry and drinking coffee!   After dinner the young folks 
organised an enjoyable ceilidh as well as a quiz which kept us all 
on our toes (literally!) and as we say “a great time was had by all.” 
 
Sunday morning involved a video introducing “The God Question” 
followed by group discussions led by Robin Green and Roger 
Sturrock.  The questions addressed related to: Galileo and 
conflict with church authority and doctrine.  As a church, do we 
“duck” issues where there appears to be a conflict between 
science and religion?  What risks are there in opening up our 
personal beliefs to scrutiny?   
 
We ended the weekend with a morning communion service led by 
David Sinclair that involved acting out being blind as a 
preparation to thinking about Jesus dealing with a blind man and 
the challenge to us to not be morally and spiritually ‘blind’ to the 
problems in society.  Home after lunch with a lot to reflect on and 
grateful thanks for a great weekend! 
 
Roger Sturrock 
 
Weekend in Pitlochry by Caroline Jennings 

Friday 24th March:  We all set off on in cars and had a nice 

journey through the countryside. We could see snow on the hills 

and some sheep in the fields but no lambs yet. I travelled with 

Kate and Ken and it took some time to get out of Glasgow and on 

the motorway however we arrived in Pitlochry soon after 5pm. 

We were shown around and headed to our rooms. The room I 

was sharing with another three people was a nice small bedroom 
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with ensuite. There were beds and a bunk bed. I chose the bed.  

Not long after our arrival we all sat down to have our first meal 

together. There were others still to arrive and when they did we all 

gathered in the meeting room to watch a film called Zootropolis 

which fitted in with the theme for the weekend: breaking down 

barriers. 

On Saturday We all had breakfast together and met for prayers at 

9.15, followed by a session discussing the film we had watched 

and had a coffee break before the next session.  After a lunch we 

had free time. Some people climbed a hill and visited two 

distilleries en route, while others chose to walk to the loch and 

see the new visitors’ centre.  Everyone enjoyed their afternoon in 

the sun.  On Saturday night we got dressed up and had a ceilidh, 

with dancing and games and Heather put on a play. Unfortunately 

because of my injured knee I could not dance. After this we all 

needed a much deserved rest and retired to bed. 

Our last session of the weekend began at 10am followed by 

coffee and tea. We then paired off and did an exercise about trust 

where one of the pair wore a blindfold and relied on the other 

member to guide them up to the place where the church service 

was being held. We had a lovely church service and communion 

followed by lunch, after which we packed and headed home.  I 

had a really good weekend away and could hardly believe how 

quickly the time had gone.   

It was all over for another two years when we will hopefully go 

away again. Pitlochry was a great success. 

Ed: Pitlochry already booked! Start saving for 2019. 
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Iona Abbey 3-9 June 2017 

Fourteen members of Wellington became part of a community in 

Iona.  We noticed immediately that there was a pattern of work, 

worship and recreation.  We also experienced the love and 

support given to us by the staff, volunteers and fellow pilgrims. 

Activities took many forms: it was the tasks which brought us 

together, sharing washing up and preparing food for meals or the 

less glamorous tasks of cleaning floors, toilets and carpets which 

helped us to know each other better.  Everybody spoke about the 

wonderful meals we had – home-grown vegetables in soup and 

salads, delicious lamb casserole, wonderful desserts and freshly 

baked scones at coffee time. 

The pilgrimage proved to be top of the list for most of the group.   

The shorter pilgrimage mainly on paths and roads, visited many 

of the sacred sites associated with St Columba. The longer 

pilgrimage explored the more rugged parts of the island, where 

boots were essential.    
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2 elders resting on the 

pilgrimage 

 

 

 

 

 

Music played an important part too. Two Ghanians were a true 

delight as they taught us many of their country’s songs.  We were 

really interested to hear about Ghana’s customs and culture, and 

the importance of aunties.  Without aunties young people would 

find it very difficult to be married with the family’s approval. We 

also sang songs in English and in harmony.  A highlight was the 

service on the last evening when our choir sang “Come all ye 

people” as they led us singing out of the church and through the 

cloisters to the refectory. 

A trip by boat to Staffa 

was thrilling for all, as we 

saw the wonder of the 

cave and its pillars. It was 

easy to remember 

Mendelssohn’s Fingal’s 

Cave which painted in 

sound what we saw and 

heard.   

As we landed on the 

island there was not a 

puffin to be seen.   
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The boatman told us, however, that once we had landed and 

were sitting on the grass, the birds would come.  Our presence 

meant that the puffins would then be safe from predatory birds, 

like skuas.  This little miracle did happen as we picnicked with the 

puffins. 

Another highlight was the concert which we shared with a primary 

school class, staying at the McLeod Centre nearby.  These were 

delightful children, helpful and chatty. Their poetry were excellent 

as was their lively song and dance.  Four Wellington ladies “of a 

certain age” gave a rendition of the “Three Craws sat upon a 

wall”. This was done in costume with amazing crows’ heads made 

by one of the craws. 

Worship in the Abbey was in its own way “out of this world”.  The 

words were simple yet profound and piano music seemed most 

appropriate in this ancient building. The services were led by 

many different people working in the Abbey and we were all 

conscious that many thousands had worshipped here over 

hundreds of years.  

Much of the enjoyment of this week was due to Norman and Ruth 

Shanks who oversaw all our arrangements, and to Alison Swinfen 

who led us through our spiritual journey, assisted by volunteers 

and staff who supported and helped us, in such a kind, discrete 

way, to experience the joys of life and care for each other in a 

community.    

Sunshine, fun and faith on a beautiful island – what more could 

we have asked. 

Heather McMillan 
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Wellington and the Temple of Garni 

I thought I would 
share a discovery I 
made recently 
about Wellington 
Church with you, 
as I think you may 
be interested.   

Much has been 
said in the past 
about Thomas 
Lennox Watson's 
design being 
loosely based on a 
Greek temple 
design but perhaps 
Watson had a 
specific Temple in 
mind.   

 

I can't get over how 
similar Wellington 
Church is to the 
Temple Of Garni in 
Armenia! 

It turns out that 
Wellington was 
being built at the 
same time -1883-84 
- as plans were 
being drawn to 
rebuild the Temple 
at Garni as it had 
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been levelled during an earthquake 200 years earlier....so it would 
be known in architectural circles throughout the world, and I think 
our church in Glasgow is paying homage to it. The Temple of 
Garni is a classical Hellenistic temple in Garni, Armenia. It is 
perhaps the best-known structure and symbol of pre-Christian 
Armenia. It is the only standing Greco-Roman colonnaded 
building in Armenia and the former Soviet Union.  It would not 
surprise me if the perimeter dimensions turn out to be the same 
as Wellington or a fraction thereof.  Wellington church's hall 
building is relatively bigger by comparison and extends to 
encompass a section of the pillars.  

Troy    (Troy is the leader of the Glasgow Drum Circle which 
meets here on a Wednesday evening).  

 

 

Glasgow Botanic Gardens:    celebrating    
200 years of flourishing growth 

 

On May 20th 2017 the Gardens reached its 200th birthday and 
celebrated this momentous occasion with many activities in the 
Gardens for all to enjoy.    A major time-line exhibition charting 
the development of the Gardens is on show in the Kibble Palace 
and remaining for the rest of 2017. You can visit and see how the 
plant collections developed and read about the famous people 
who featured in its history.   

It was in 1817 that Thomas Hopkirk, a distinguished Glasgow 
botanist, founded the Botanic Gardens with the support of a 
number of local dignitaries and the University of Glasgow. The 
Gardens were originally laid out at the western end of Sauchiehall 
Street (then on the edge of the city). The Royal Botanical 
Institution of Glasgow owned and ran the Gardens and agreed to 
provide the University of Glasgow with teaching aids, including a 
supply of plants for medical and botanical classes. Stewart 
Murray, the first curator, laid out the grounds and Hopkirk donated 
three thousand plants as the nucleus of the collection. In 1821 

https://www.facebook.com/C21Troy
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William Jackson Hooker, one of the most eminent botanists in the 
world at the time, was appointed Professor of Botany at the 
University of Glasgow. During the twenty years the Gardens were 
under his guidance they went from strength to strength so that 
in 1825 the collections numbered 12,000. In 1841 Hooker was 
appointed Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. 

David Douglas who was born at 
Scone near Perth had taken up 
a post at Glasgow Botanic 
Gardens in 1820. Professor 
Hooker took a great liking to 
Douglas and the two men made 
a number of botanical trips 
together to the Scottish 
Highlands while Hooker was 
writing his book “Flora Scotica”. 
It was on Hooker’s 
recommendation that the 
Horticultural Society (not yet 
‘Royal’) employed Douglas in 
1823 as an explorer. 
From North America in 1826 he 
sent home seeds 
of Pseudotsuga menziesii – the 
Douglas Fir. 

The Gardens flourished to such an extent that in 1839 a new site, 
to the west of the city on the banks of the River Kelvin, was 
purchased to house the rapidly expanding collections and in 1842 
opened on their present site. The public were admitted only at 
weekends and had each to pay a fee of a penny. 

The Kibble Palace which now houses a forest of tree ferns was 
originally a private conservatory located at Coulport on Loch Long 
and moved to its present site in 1873, first used as a concert hall 



13 

and meeting place, hosting celebrated speakers such as 
Gladstone and Disraeli. 

Glasgow Corporation took over the Gardens in 1891, agreeing 
that they should continue as a Botanic Garden and 
maintain links with the University.  To celebrate 
the anniversary the City Council has refurbished 
the railings and main gates and a new outdoor 
classroom has opened funded by the Friends of the 
Botanics.  

 

Dumfries House visit 
 
The Church outing 
to Dumfries House, 
well organised by 
Helen Sturrock and 
Kate Fyfe, took 
place in May and 
was greatly 
enjoyed by all.  
The bus was filled 
with 30 very happy 
travellers who 
enjoyed the ride 
through Ayrshire 
before an 
interesting tour of 
the beautiful house 
built in 1754, saved 
in 2007 by Prince Charles’ fundraising and now opened for the 
public to see the wonderful Chippendale furniture and furnishings.   
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The tour was followed by a relaxing luncheon in the house and 
time to investigate the gardens, maze (where the editor got lost 
for a while), and, for some, even the tearooms. 
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Ann and Bill Wilson's 60th wedding anniversary 
  
Here are 
photographs of 
Ann and Bill 
Wilson on Sunday 
16 April 2017 - 
their 60th wedding 
anniversary - when 
their entire family 
gathered with them 
at Wellington 
Church for the 
Easter morning 
service.  
 
 
 
 

 
They were taking 
family pix at the 
lunch party they had 
afterwards.   
 
Their daughter is 
shown with their 
wedding 
photographs.  
The wedding, 
naturally, was in 
Wellington Church. 
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West End Festival reviews 

 
 June 10  Music for a Summer Saturday 

 
On Saturday 10th June, a 120 strong audience of Wellington 
people, RCS students and the wider public greatly enjoyed the 
last in the current series of Classical Music Concerts given by 
students from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. Over the last 
two years, these monthly concerts, organised by Choral Scholar 
Connor Smith, have brought a wealth of top class student 
performers to Wellington.  

The latest concert 
featured soprano 
Eleanor Bundy and 
mezzo-soprano Eva 
MacFarlane in music by 
Purcell, Mozart, 
Brahms, Schumann and 
Mendelssohn. The 
duets displayed a 
perfect balance and 
blend of two very 
expressive voices. The 
concert continued with 
piano music by Mozart 
and Liszt, played with 
great sensitivity and 
virtuosic technique by 
Maya Rosenwasser. 

Concluding the programme was tenor and presenter Liam 
Bonthrone, performing English songs by Britten and Coates and 
finishing with two spiritual settings. Liam’s pure tenor voice and 
engaging stage presence resulted in a wonderful conclusion to 
our concert series. Mention must also be made of the sensitive, 
subtle, and often virtuosic playing of pianist Wilson Chu, who 
accompanied Eleanor, Eva and Liam. 
Alan Kitchen 
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The Japanese Matsuri   

The 17th 
Japanese 
Matsuri was 
held on 
Saturday 17 
June at 
Wellington 
Church. There 
were 'Japan 
Experience' 
corners for 
visitors to put on 
kimono, write 
their names in 
Japanese, try 
origami, colour 
in pictures taken 
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from ukiyoe wood-cut prints and Japanese fairy tales, and sample 
Japanese sweets. And there was 'Performance' corner for Taiko 
Japanese drumming, singing Japanese songs. Those who 
participated in our Taiko Fun Workshops were encouraged to hit 
drums regardless of their skills, with a view to demonstrating 
matsuri as a local festival for all regardless of their backgrounds.   
  
It was run by Japanese Matsuri for Glasgow, a recognised 
Scottish charity Fumi and Yushin sent up. Eleanor Small is 
currently JMG's secretary, and she was in charge of the origami 
corner at this year's matsuri. We aim to create a space where 
strangers can talk to each other, using Japanese cultural things 
as a catalyst.     
Yushin 
 
 
From the Kirk Session: 

Covenant of Partnership Between The Presbytery of Glasgow 
and the Diocese of Hyderabad  2017 to 2020 

 

We, the Presbytery of Glasgow, in the Church of Scotland, and 
the Diocese of Hyderabad, in the United Church of Pakistan, 
covenant together in a partnership in which Jesus Christ binds us 
together. 

We affirm that, as members of the world-wide Church of Jesus 
Christ engaged in God’s mission to the world, we belong together 
and wish to learn from each other’s experience and diversity. We 
also wish to share our understanding of the faith we hold in 
common and our vision for the future so that we may strengthen 
each other and become more faithful and effective witnesses in 
the work of God’s Kingdom. 

During the next three years we will seek to express this 
partnership through: 

Exchange Visits and possible Congregational Linkages; Regular 
Communication and Exchange of Resources; Informed Prayer. 
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CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER 
 
Deaths 
Jean Brown – 18th June 2017 
 

Deadline for next edition:  6 September 2017. Please send any contributions, photos etc to:   

linda.m.brown@btinternet.com.    

 

Thanks to Rachel and Rebecca for help with this edition and best wishes to Anthea for a 

speedy recovery. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Kate 
Fyfe for this lovely 

picture of our 
cherry tree in full 

bloom 
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Sunday Duties   

 04 June 2017 Side Door Bearer Catherine Shaw Dunn Front Door Bearer Fumi Nakabachi 
 Side Door Plate Nancy Porter                   Front Door Plate  Christine Scott 
 Sound Ken Fyfe 

 11 June 2017 Side Door Bearer John F Anderson    Front Door Bearer   Grace Franklin 
 Side Door Plate Caroline Jennings        Front Door Plate Donald Murray 
 Sound Niall Hardie 

 18 June 2017 Side Door Bearer Kate Fyfe                Front Door Bearer    Isabel Macmillan 
 Side Door Plate Petra Hardie Front Door Plate Jackie Murray 
 Sound Claire McDiarmid 

 25 June 2017 Side Door Bearer Joyce Allison Front Door Bearer Yushin Toda 
 Side Door Plate Sheila Craik Front Door Plate Arthur Allison 
 Sound Jim Michael 

 02 July 2017 Side Door Bearer Norman Shanks      Front Door Bearer  Lizanne McKerrell 
 Side Door Plate Helen Sturrock Front Door Plate Andy Cardwell 
 Sound Robin Green 

 09 July 2017 Side Door Bearer Catherine Shaw Dunn  Front Door Bearer Ruth Beattie 
 Side Door Plate Ken Fyfe                    Front Door Plate  Christine Scott 
 Sound David Blackhurst 

    16 July 2017 Side Door Bearer Kate Fyfe Front Door Bearer Nancy Porter 
 Side Door Plate Grace Franklin             Front Door Plate  Isabel Macmillan 
 Sound Jim Michael 

 23 July 2017 Side Door Bearer John F Anderson       Front Door Bearer Fumi Nakabachi 
 Side Door Plate Sheila Craik            Front Door Plate    Caroline Jennings 
 Sound Niall Hardie 

 30 July 2017 Side Door Bearer Joyce Allison Front Door Bearer Petra Hardie 
 Side Door Plate Arthur Allison Front Door Plate Yushin Toda 
 Sound Claire McDiarmid 
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Sign up to Wellington’s Website or follow us on Social Media! 

 
 

It has been a while now since our website has had a general make over. 
Since then, it has steadily increased its readership. The page has close to 

500 visits each month and often more than 1500 views. That means that 
many people who visit the page actually spend some time to click through 

the content.   
 

Additionally, 203 people follow our website that means they get regular 

email updates about new additions to the website. If you would also like to 
get an email whenever something is added do the following: 

1. go to www.wellingtonchurch.co.uk  

2. enter your email in the side bar on the right (see picture above).  

3. Click “follow” 

Once you have done that you will get an email every time a sermon is 

uploaded, when an event is added and when the Wellington News are 
available online.  

An alternative to getting email updates is following Wellington on Social 
Media. Our Facebook page is 

https://www.facebook.com/WellingtonGlasgow/ and our Twitter name is 
@Wellington1884.  

In any case, take some time to explore our online presence. If you think of 
anything that should be added or improved, let me know!  

Rebecca  

http://www.wellingtonchurch.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/WellingtonGlasgow/
https://twitter.com/Wellington1884

