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David Sinclair writes:
  
 

 

                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
    
  

  

  

      
  

  

  

  

  

  
  

                                                                    Welcome to all 
 

Love one another, as I have loved you (John 15:12) 
 

We welcome into the life and worship of our congregation people of every race, gender, background, age,  
sexual orientation, mental or physical ability. 
 
We affirm our diversity and the dignity of each person. 
 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  (Romans 15:7) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  
  

  

Assisting Minister: Roger Sturrock 

Tel: 0141 942 7412 

RSturrock@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Wellington Office : 

Tel: 0141 339 0454 

wellingtonchurch@btinternet.com 

           Wellington Church, 77 Southpark Ave, Glasgow  G12 8LE          www.wellingtonchurch.co.uk 
Church Copyright Licence 1899714    Music Reproduction Licence 1899721 SC 000289 Wellington Church of Scotland  registered charity 

               Spring 2018 

mailto:RSturrock@churchofscotland.org.uk
http://www.wellingtonchurch.co.uk/


2 

“Have I got News for You!” 

Dear Friends 

The title for this article is taken from the comedy quiz show that 
grills celebrity contestants on the week's top stories and news.  
Paul Merton and Ian Hislop are the show’s “anchors.” 
The Easter story is characterised by breaking news – the two 
disciples find an empty tomb and report back to the others.  Mary 
Magdalene meets the risen Lord Jesus in the garden and 
announces to the disciples that “I have seen the Lord!”  
(John.20:18).    Later on the two disciples on the road to Emmaus 
meet the risen Jesus and hurry back to Jerusalem with the 
breaking news that Jesus had revealed himself to them when 
they shared a meal together! 
The four Gospels record the events of Jesus birth, life, death and 
resurrection and the word Gospel is the Old English translation of 
the Greek εὐαγγέλιον, evangelion, meaning "good news".  In this 
Easter season we celebrate the good news of the resurrection but 
also look forward in 40 days time to the good news of the birth of 
the church on the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit 
emboldened and energised the small group of uncertain, fearful 
and bewildered disciples to share the good news of the kingdom 
of the risen Christ with all they came into contact with. 
As Christians, we can echo the assertion “Have I got News for 
you” with an emphatic “yes” and it is good news!!  In this Easter 
season, may the Holy Spirit give us the faith and courage to share 
this good news with others. 
 

Roger Sturrock 

Assisting minister. 

Pentecost service: 

Roger would like to encourage everyone to wear something red 
(the colour of Pentecost) at the service on 20th May, which will be 
a joint one with Hillhead Baptist Church. 
Anything red goes from hair to shoes! 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koine_Greek
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Lenten Lunch 
 
The Lenten Lunch was enjoyed by many on the 25th of February. 

The collection for the 3 good causes raised £3330. 

 
A big THANK YOU from the Olive Tree Initiative 
 
Hello, We are a group of ten students from the University of 
Glasgow who are travelling to Israel, Palestine and Jordan this 
summer as part of the Olive Tree Initiative project. This project is 
focussed on studying conflict resolution and attempting to better 
understand the various narratives at play in the Israeli/Palestine 
struggle. We wanted to write to say a huge thank you for the 
money that’s been raised on our behalf by the congregation over 
the Lent period. We also wanted to fully explain the intentions and 
nature of our trip, so you can all be an important, involved part of 
the process.  
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Our trip will take place from mid-August to early September, and 
we will be travelling for nineteen days in total. During this time we 
will meet with over seventy experienced speakers, from families 
of victims to community workers, to politicians. We will also be 
visiting important historical sites including religious centres, 
refugee camps and memorials. It is expected that elements of this 
trip will be extremely emotionally distressing, although hugely 
important and educational. Furthermore, throughout the years the 
Olive Tree Initiative has existed, the organisers have developed a 
committed relationship with local families, conflict resolution 
workers and communities. In this way this project benefits not 
only us students, but also the local people we come into contact 
with. Through this project, we have been able to see the country’s 
healing process progress first hand. 
 
Our fundraising efforts so far have been successful, having held 
numerous table quizzes, ceilidhs and other small projects. These 
events have helped not only to fund our important work, but also 
to raise awareness about the Israeli Palestine conflict and to bring 
us closer as a team. We particularly enjoyed engaging with 
members of the congregation during the Lenten Lunch, at the 
Pop-Up Kitchen and at Norman Shanks’ talk, hosted by the 
Questions of Faith group. Thank you again for your continued 
support, generosity and encouragement in our endeavours. We 
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are extremely grateful and look forward to using your kind 
donations to further the important work of the Olive Tree Initiative 
in the Middle East this summer. 
Yours sincerely,  Ashleigh Hanna, Beccy Bekice, Ellie O’Keeffe 
Wilson, Enya Rice, Gareth Luke, Hanna Linnea, Jamie Smith, 
Jennifer Russi, Lucie McAnea, Naomi Head, Rebecca Gebauer 
and Therese Sterten.  
 

Wellington News 
 

Message from Lizy Newswanger: 
As many of you know, my 3 year contract at Wellington concludes 
on April 30th.  I wanted to take this opportunity to thank the 
congregation of Wellington for the support, guidance, and 
community this church has provided me.  
 
In these past three years, I have built a life in Glasgow, made 
friends in and around Wellington, and met and married my husband. 
Though my time working at Wellington is coming to an end, Petri 
and I plan to continue worshipping here and participating in this 
wonderful community. 
 
ORGAN  DELIGHTS  - A Celebrity Organ Concert 

 

On Friday 1st June at 7.30 in 
Wellington Church celebrated 
organist and raconteur, Dr John 
Kitchen MBE, will present a 
programme of light and accessible 
organ music in many styles, 
including music by Scottish 
composer Michael Thomson, 
European masters Widor and Cor 
Kee, and famous British light 
music composers of the 19th and 
20th Century, culminating with 
John’s own transcriptions of music 
by Sir Arthur Sullivan from G&S 
operas.  
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This will be an organ recital with a difference, displaying the wide 
variety of music which the organ is capable of replicating. The 
music will be introduced and interspersed with anecdotes and 
stories.  Admission will be by donation programme at the door on 
the night.  The Wellington Choral Scholarship Scheme will benefit 
from this concert.   
 
John Kitchen is Honorary Fellow in the Reid School of Music, 
University of Edinburgh.  He is University Organist, Director of the 
Edinburgh University Singers, Director of Music at Old St Paul’s 
Episcopal Church and Edinburgh City Organist with duties at the 
Usher Hall. He gives many recitals both in the UK and further afield, 
covering a wide range of musical styles.  He is much in demand as 
a continuo player, accompanist, lecturer, adjudicator and reviewer.  
John has recorded extensively for Priory and for the Edinburgh  
based Delphian Records.   
 
And – yes – he is Alan Kitchen’s brother! 

 
Church Summer Outing: 
 
The Congregational Life Committee are proposing visits 
on Wednesday, 9th May to the Ardardan Estate for Lunch and then 
on to the National Trust Geilston Garden.  Please let either Kate 
Fyfe (954 8651) or Helen Sturrock (Tel: 942 7412) know if you 
would like to go on this outing so that we can get an indication 
numbers.  We may go in our own cars but if there is a huge 
response we may think about a bus. Costs will be advised once we 
have heard back from the Estate and transport arrangements are 
known. 
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Garden Club   

Around a dozen people have signed up to join the Wellington 
Church Garden Club.  In the strip of land outside the Crypt back 
door, there have been some good harvests in recent years – 
despite scaffolding! 

Now the growing season starts again on Thursday 19 April. 
Between 2pm and 4pm we’ll have the benefit of Jerry Hutchinson 
from Woodlands Community Trust. He knows about growing 
things!                             

He’ll explain a bit about organic gardening, composting and how 
best to sow seeds.  Robin, Grace and Scott will be running things 
when Jerry can’t be there. Jerry will lead us in buying the right 
seeds for our soil, 
when and how to 
plant them, tend 
them as they grow 
and Eat them at the 
end! 

Some people will 
choose to have an 
individual plot while 
others will be 
content to cultivate 
the collective 
garden. We also 
have the three fruit 
trees gifted by 
David and Mary 
Sinclair, to look 
after. They are 
‘bedded in’ now in 
the ‘orchard’ which 
is directly outside 
the Crypt Café door.                          Jerry and Erika in the scaffold garden 
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We always have a cup of tea at the end of each two-hour garden 
session. So by doing the work needed in digging and sowing, 
weeding and watering, we get to know each other and can marvel 
anew at God’s rich blessings in providing our daily ‘bread’. 

Anyone interested in growing things or learning to grow things, is 
welcome to join us.  Thursday 19 April at 2pm outside the Crypt 
kitchen back door – simply walk up from University Avenue past 
the Crypt Café main door and you’ll find us.  

 

Saturday Afternoon 
Concert Series 
 
Performances by students 
from the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland 
in Wellington Church all at 
1.00 – 2.00 pm:   
 
28th April:   Jamie Torrence (Classical Guitar), Thomas Kettle 

and Hei-Ching Lam (Viola and Piano), Teresa 
Barros and Olaya Garcia Alvares (Double Bass 
and Harp) 

 
26th May:   Jacopo Lazzeretti and Kerrie Lynch (Flute and 

Guitar), John Rutter’s “Sprig of Thyme” 
(Undergraduate Singing Students) 

 
Please note change of date for the June concert 
which is now Saturday, 23rd June (and not 30th 
June) 

23rd June:   Genovia Quartet (Bassoon Quartet), Francesca 
Calvert and Olivia Hemmings (Soprano and 
Mezzo Duets), Wilson Chu (Piano Improvisations) 

 
Free admission with optional retiring donation. 

Please enter through 77 Southpark Avenue 
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From David and Mary Sinclair in Prague 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Friends,   We thought it was about time we reported on our 
adventures in Prague – though it would be truer to say that up to 
now has been more about the preparation for adventures.  We 
are here to walk alongside our partners in the ECCB and, like the 
saying about walking in another’s shoes, this involves learning to 
walk all over again.  So we have been learning to speak all over 
again, having been going to Czech lessons ever since we arrived.  
It is, we can safely say, still a work in progress; but on Sundays 
11th and 18th March David preached in Czech (from a pre-
prepared script, from which there will be no deviation!), so there is 
some progress to report.  On Sunday 11th we are in Libiš, and on 
Sunday 18th in Cesky Tĕšin.  Both of these congregations are 
linked to congregations in Scotland, and so they are a very good 
place to start.  On 6th May David will be taking part in the service 
at Orlová, also linked to Scotland.  And on 20th May, on the Day of 
Pentecost, we will be going to Jarov, a parish in Prague, to talk 
about the possibility of their becoming linked to a parish in 
Scotland. 
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In the summer David will be involved in the visit of a group from 
the Presbytery of Wigtown and Stranraer; and in a visit from the 
Presbyterian Church near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  We hope 
that it will be possible to start organising other visits from other 
groups, perhaps for next year – but maybe for this, who knows? 
David had a preliminary meeting at the Theological Faculty of 
Charles University, and we both visited the offices of Diakonie 
(the equivalent of Crossreach).  We hope that more will grow from 
contact with both these places.  David is also in contact with the 
next two ministers queuing up to spend a year in a Scottish parish 
– and hopes that he might help to develop a more streamlined 
procedure to aid the process and reduce the anxiety levels that 
such a move always brings, particularly to those with young 
families. 
 
David has been proof-reading English language articles for 
church magazines and the website (a much enjoyed chance to be 
a pedant!).  He has also been translating a couple of things from 
German in to English.  We have both been running a weekly 
English conversation hour for those in the Church Office – and we 
hear that there are one or two from outwith that office who would 
like to join us. 
 
Meanwhile, we have been exploring Prague.  It is a lovely place 
to be – but we will hope, with the imminent travelling reported 
above, to have pictures from a wider variety of places to offer next 
time.  Many thanks to those who have been in touch – it is greatly 
appreciated.  We were trying to teach our two-year-old grandson 
how to say ‘dobrou noc’ (good night).  He managed to turn that 
into ‘doughnuts’.  So ‘doughnuts’, or even ‘dobrou noc’, from us to 
you. 
 
David and Mary Sinclair 
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China Trip   

As I write this, Scotland’s First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon, is in 
China drumming up business and forging more cultural links. 
Wellington Church’s International Welcome Club is about 15 
years ahead of her….  From the early days of the Friday night 
social club which welcomes anyone from anywhere, regardless of 
faith or no faith, the Club has welcomed people from China. 

Over the years many have stayed in touch.  So when I had the 
opportunity after visiting my sister in New Zealand at the end of 
2017, I did the short flight across from Auckland to Beijing to 
catch up with people who had returned home after a sojourn in 
Glasgow. 

Most had studied at the University of Glasgow. Some had worked 
here. Others had visited for various reasons.  My travel was 
organised in fine detail by Hua Wang who was one of the first 
official assistants the Club had.   

This was a journey of joy.  I was sustained all the way with prayer 
from people at Wellington. And the faultless arrangements for my 
trip allowed me to give my entire time to meeting and talking with 
former Club members, their families and friends and to visiting 
‘tourist’ places.  In six weeks I travelled to 14 cities to meet more 
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than 60 people who were connected to Wellington one way or 
another. 

The outcome is wonderful.  When two or three former Club 
members met me in a city, they each knew me but they did not 
know each other. Generally one would have been in Glasgow 10 
years ago, another 5 years ago and yet another maybe only one 
year ago.  By coming to meet me they got to know each other. 
This, for them, and for me, was sheer delight!  Now there are 
several cities where these little groups are planning to meet 
regularly. 

If you are a young person at the start of your career, living in a 
city of 10 million people, working from 8am till 8pm you do not 
have much time to socialise. Many of the mega cities are new 
towns with no real social infrastructure - there are no Wellington 
Church halls to play table tennis in, sing in a choir, enjoy a ceilidh 
or keep your English in good working order at a Conversation 
Corner.   

So it is a lonely, pressured life for these talented young folk who 
know – full well! – there are millions of even better qualified 
people chasing them for work.  When they find a common link – 
living in Glasgow – they can immediately relate to a person who 
has enjoyed that experience too. 

One young man said: ‘When I was in Glasgow, I could be 
myself.’  Another told me: ‘I miss the rain.’ They would re-count 
their memories of their time in Glasgow – often with tears in their 
eyes. Yet others said they wanted to go to another Ceilidh. So 
now the Club is working on the idea of a ceilidh in November in 
China to celebrate St Andrew. 
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Susan and fiance Min, standing. Seated from left: Shelly, Chris, Emma, Grace, Amber 

A special time was spent with Susan who was baptised by David Sinclair at 
Wellington. She lives in Shanghai and her parents are wonderfully 
supportive of her even though they do not share her faith.  She got married 
to Min while I was in China. The family now plans to go to the Czech 
Republic in September to have the marriage blessed by David who is now 
working there. There is also hope they will travel over to Glasgow to say 
hallo.  

Please keep all these International Club members in your prayers. 

I was continually struck by how many people - sometimes passing 
strangers - said they were Christian, or they 'read their Bible every day' but 
it was incredibly difficult to get to a Christian place of worship.  One city 
where I asked to go to a church, produced a photograph of a gated building 
and said there was no information on how to contact anyone or when the 
place was open. In another place I was hopeful of attending an English 
speaking Church, but at the last minute someone checked the regulations 
and discovered that foreigners were not permitted to worship with the 
Chinese congregation.  

In the end I did attend a Christian church service held in the function room 
of a hotel. I was accompanied by two former Club members. One of them 
had attended Wellington Church regularly in her time in Glasgow. It was a 
moving service conducted in Chinese. I could follow the Bible readings in 
my pocket English translation. Men would read out one verse of the text 
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and the women would read out the next verse.  At communion, everyone 
held their little glass of wine (same as our little glasses) and their bread 
(like the wafer of some Christian churches) until the whole congregation 
had the elements. Then all together, they took their bread and wine. My 
two companions said spontaneously that they found that very moving. 
Neither had ever witnessed a communion service. 

Many Buddhist temples were 
open to the public as tourist 
places - paying to get in etc. 
Some of them had services 
apparently being held in the 
middle of the tourist melee.  

But my instinct was these were 
'show' elements acted out by 
skilled actors. In a Tibetan 
temple, however, in Inner 
Mongolia it seemed that there 
were genuine worshippers - 
burning incense and prostrating 
themselves before their idols in 
a familiar way.  

Mosque in Urumqi - Many cities had mosques which had have been there 
for hundreds of years and still had people worshipping there. Those cities 
tended to have 'Muslim' markets and areas of the town where the Muslim 

population went about their business. Some of the mosques were 
closely guarded by 'security' police. 

Grace Franklin 

 
Roger Sturrock has passed on the following for information:-                                   
 “ I think that it will be a good event.  Robin and I have been to previous 
ones.  A table has been booked and people should give names to Roger if 
they would like to be at the Dinner – cost £35 per person.  The following 
gives you more details.” 
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Dear Roger 
  
One of the most high profile and enjoyable events in the Grasping the 
Nettle calendar is the National Dinner being held this year at the Alona 
Hotel, Strathclyde Park, Motherwell on 16th May, just a few weeks 
away. 
              
This will be a fascinating evening in which Professor John Lennox, 
Oxford University, will discuss and illustrate, through film, his encounters 
with some of the world's foremost atheists. 
 
Enjoy an evening of good food and fellowship and at the same time, learn 
more about how the explanatory power of the Christian worldview triumphs 
over the assumption that we are the product of mindlessness.  Why not 
organise a table for a group of your friends?  
  
Working on slender personnel resources, Grasping the Nettle depends 
on its supporters to publicise its activities. Please would you commit 
to making this event widely known in your church and wider circles? 
  
We look forward to seeing you there! 
  
Very Rev Dr Angus Morrison 
Chairman, Grasping the Nettle 
  
Visit our new blog feature at www.graspingthenettle.org/blog for reflections 
on how the church must strategise to impact our culture.  
 

Congregational Register 
 

Baptism 
 

Euan Thomas Macdonald Morris 25th February 2018 
(son of Alan and Alison) 

 
 
Deadline for next edition: 13/6/18 

 
 
 
 

http://graspingthenettle.cmail19.com/t/r-l-jyydjyjk-dkujululiu-d/
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Sunday Duties Rota 

    29 April 2018 Side Door Bearer John F Anderson      Front Door Bearer  Fumi Nakabachi 
 Side Door Plate Andy Cardwell Front Door Plate Fiona Gibson 
 Sound Ken Fyfe 

 06 May 2018 Side Door Bearer Norman Shanks Front Door Bearer Catherine Shaw Dunn 
 Side Door Plate Isabel Macmillan Front Door Plate Sheila Craik 
 Sound Jim Michael 

 13 May 2018 Side Door Bearer Robin Green Front Door Bearer David Swinfen 
 Side Door Plate Christine Scott            Front Door Plate Caroline Jennings 
 Sound Niall Hardie 

 20 May 2018 Side Door Bearer Grace Franklin Front Door Bearer Nancy Porter 
 Side Door Plate Lizanne McKerrell            Front Door Plate Fumi Nakabachi 
 Sound Rebecca Gebauer 

 27 May 2018 Side Door Bearer Kate Fyfe                       Front Door Bearer Heather Walton 
 Side Door Plate Yushin Toda                     Front Door Plate Maureen Small 
 Sound Ken Fyfe 

 

    03 June 2018 Side Door Bearer Arthur Allison               Front Door Bearer Helen Sturrock 
 Side Door Plate Joyce Allison Front Door Plate Fiona Gibson 
 Sound David Blackhurst 

 10 June 2018 Side Door Bearer John F Anderson Front Door Bearer Jackie Murray 
 Side Door Plate Andy Cardwell         Front Door Plate Catherine Shaw Dunn 
 Sound Donald Murray 

 17 June 2018 Side Door Bearer Norman Shanks          Front Door Bearer Isabel Macmillan 
 Side Door Plate Sheila Craik Front Door Plate Robin Green 
 Sound Niall Hardie 

 
 

 

 

 

 


