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David Sinclair writes:
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
    
  

  

  

      
  

  

  

  

  

  
  

                                                                    Welcome to all 
 

Love one another, as I have loved you (John 15:12) 
 

We welcome into the life and worship of our congregation people of every race, gender, background, age,  
sexual orientation, mental or physical ability. 
 
We affirm our diversity and the dignity of each person. 
 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  (Romans 15:7) 
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“Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire unuttered or expressed” 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
The words above are taken from James Montgomery’ famous 
hymn on the subject of prayer.  It seems to me that at this point in 
the life of our church (both local and nationwide) and of our nation 
that we should be prayerfully seeking God’s guidance for the 
future.   
 
I guess that most of us find it difficult to pray and perhaps for 
some there is a scepticism that prayer does not really change 
anything! If God is sovereign then who are we to presume that we 
can alter his will? However, a close examination of the life of the 
early church in the book of Acts reveals that prayer, both 
individual and corporate, was a characteristic feature of Christian 
worship and Jesus himself gave us the template for praying in the 
prayer he taught the disciples. Praying together in a prayer 
meeting can give each one of us a special sense of God’s 
presence even if we don’t utter any words!    
 
The early church was characterised by generosity, prayer and 
power and when they got together to pray, surprising things could 
happen “When they had prayed, the place in which they were 
gathered together was shaken; and they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God with boldness”.   Acts 4:31. 
 
Rowan Williams, the former Archbishop of Canterbury, in his book 
on ‘Being Christian’ devotes a whole chapter to prayer and points 
out, that although God is sovereign, he has chosen to work his 
purposes out through what we say and do.  In other words, our 
prayers constitute a part of a set of causes that make things 
happen! (‘Being Christian’ p.65).   
 
There are many books on the subject of prayer but the essential 
action for you and me is to start praying and make prayer a 



3 

central part of our Christian experience.  In the words of C.H. 
Spurgeon the great nineteenth century Baptist preacher: 

“We should pray when we are in a praying mood, for it would be 
sinful to neglect so fair an opportunity. We should pray when we 
are not in a proper mood, for it would be dangerous to remain in 
so unhealthy a condition.”    

Roger Sturrock 

Ed: this is the first of a mini-series on prayer.  

Lent Bible Study 
 

We plan to base this year’s Lent 
Bible study on the film “The 
Greatest Showman” which is about 
the story of the great American 
showman Phineas Barnum.  The 
study booklet is entitled “From Now 
On” and deals with the great 
themes of hope and redemption. 
 
The studies will begin with a 
showing of the film at 7.30pm in the 
Woodlands hall on Thursday 7th 
March. 
 
There will then be 5 studies from 
7.30pm-9pm. on Thursdays,  
7th (film), 14th, 21st, 28th March  
and 4th, 11th April.     
 
Coffee and tea etc. will be available 
in woodlands Hall. 
Please make a note of these 
studies in your diaries and come 
along. Everyone is invited. 
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Wellington Church welcomes Amanda Khozi 
Mukwashi to start of Christian Aid Week 
 

 
On Sunday 12th May 2019, we will have the great pleasure and 
privilege to welcome Christian Aid CEO, Amanda Khozi 
Mukwashi who will preach us into Christian Aid week. Born in the 
UK and of Zambian heritage, Amanda has more than 20 years’ 
experience and expertise in working for human rights and social 
justice with a special focus on women’s leadership, civic 
engagement, and volunteering. Prior to joining Christian Aid, she 
was Chief of Volunteer Knowledge and Innovation for the United 
Nations Volunteer Programme (UNDP) and has served in a 
variety of other roles that sought to empower women and to offer 
skill development. She describes herself as a committed Christian 
and is a member of the Seventh Day Adventist Church.  
 

Amanda was appointed as 
Chief Executive of Christian 
Aid in April 2018 and has 
since visited a variety of CA 
programmes in Bangladesh, 
Malawi, Kenya, and 
Zimbabwe. Whenever she 
meets communities affected 
by poverty she is inspired to 
encounter people who care 
and who despite all 
difficulties seek to make a 
difference.  
 

Christian Aid Week is a major contribution to help communities in 
need. In 1957, Christian Aid Week started off with a focus on 
house-to-house collections and raised the impressive amount of 
£26.000 (more than half a million pound in today’s money). In 
2018, 57.000 volunteers and 12.000 churches took part and 
raised £8.5 million. However, fundraising has changed and 
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especially the amount collected through house-to-house 
collections is in decline, not least of all because people tend to go 
cashless.  Wellington has recognised this some years ago and 
has replaced the house-to-house collection with an approach 
where each member in the congregation is given two Christian 
Aid envelopes and encouraged to pass them on to family or 
friends and to return them to church for them.  
 
Additionally, we fundraised through holding a lunch after Sunday 
morning worship, through Ceilidhs, and even through a café on 
our steps. Christian Aid more broadly also has re-imagined 
fundraising for example by encouraging people to take on 
sponsorships for the annual Bridge Cross Challenge (as many 
Wellington folk have done over the years) or to hold a Big 
Brekkie.  
This year’s focal point for Christian Aid Week 
is Sierra Leone. In 2011, Sierra Leone 
ranked 180th (of 187) in the Human 
Development Index. 60% of Sierra Leoneans 
lived in poverty and life-expectancy at birth 
was 48 years. Illiteracy and unemployment 
were widely spread.  

 
In 2014, in 
addition to the deep struggle 
Sierra Leone was in already, the 
country was hit by the Ebola 
epidemic which forced the 
government to take out IMF loans 
to cope with the crisis. Today, 
Sierra Leone is only slowly 
recovering from the impact of 
Ebola partially because the 
government’s limited ability to 
invest into the country is crippled 
by the debt liabilities. Therefore, 
Christian Aid is not only 
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fundraising for Sierra Leone but is also launching a petition that 
calls on the IMF to drop Sierra Leone’s debt.  
 
Wellington’s Mission and Outreach Committee is taking a lead on 
fundraising by organising this year’s lunch on the day of 
Amanda’s visit.  We will also again encourage the congregation to 
take on the challenge to find two donors for Christian Aid, the 
envelopes will be in our order of service on 12th May, too. The 
committee will further actively promote the petition for Sierra 
Leone by making it available to sign on Sunday mornings.  
 
However, the Committee would like to do more than this and 
invites the congregation to come forward with ideas. Maybe 
we could have a “Big Wellington Bake Off” or we could enjoy a 
film night (or morning?) together. Maybe, some of our younger 
members would be up for taking on the Bridge Cross Challenge 
or are even crazy enough to run for Christian Aid. Or maybe, you 
have an entirely different idea how we could support Christian Aid 
in “celebration, togetherness, and solidarity”.  
If you have a fundraising idea or if you would like to 
nominate yourself for sponsorship of one kind or another, 
please get in touch with Rebecca Gebauer 
(rebecca@wellingtonchurch.co.uk). 
 

 

 

Every year during Lent, we appeal to the 
congregation to support three causes; an 
international, a national, and a local one.  
 

This year we will support the following charities:  
 

International: Embrace the Middle East 
(www.embraceme.org)  
Embrace the Middle East is a Christian charity with over 

160 years' experience helping people of all faiths and none to free 
themselves from a life of poverty and injustice. Together with local 

mailto:rebecca@wellingtonchurch.co.uk
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Christian communities they are bringing lasting change to the 
Middle East through healthcare, education and community 

development projects. 
 

National: Macmillan Cancer Support 
     (www.macmillan.org.uk)  

Macmillan are millions of people affected by cancer: supporters, 
professionals, volunteers, and campaigners. They all have one 
thing in common – their care and support for people living with 
cancer. From the moment of diagnosis, through treatment and 
beyond, Macmillan offers emotional, physical, and financial 
support. 
 

Local: Revive MS (www.revivemssupport.org.uk)   
Multiple Sclerosis (MS) is a condition which can affect 
people in a whole range of ways and to differing 

degrees. Based in Govan, Revive MS Support provides wide 
range of information, support and specialist therapies which are 
designed to make life better for people affected by MS, no matter 
what their symptoms might be. 
 
Speakers of all three organisations have been invited to talk to us 
on Sunday, 24th March during our morning worship. We will also 
have a Lenten Lunch on that Sunday in support of the Appeal.  
 

 

Music in Wellington 
 
RCS Concert Hour The ever popular monthly lunchtime 
concerts, currently organised by Héloïse Bernard and Jasmine 
Munns, will take place at 1pm on Saturdays 23rd February,  23rd 
March,  27th April,  25th May and 22nd June. Featured in these 
concerts will be a wide variety of chamber music performed to a 
very high standard by students from the Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland.  
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Sunday 3rd March at 11am will be our annual joint service with 
Glasgow University Chapel when we will welcome University 
Chaplain Rev Stuart McQuarrie, Director of Chapel Music Dr Katy 
Cooper, University Organist Dr Kevin Bowyer, and Organ Scholar 
Tiffany Vong. The music to be sung by the joint choirs of 
Wellington and GUCC will be O Nata Lux (Tallis), Deus Creator 
(Cooper) and Te Deum Laudamus (Stanford).  

 
Advance notice  
An exciting choral event is 
planned for June as one of 
Wellington’s contributions to 
the 2019 West End Festival.   
Date and details will follow, as 
this event is still in the early 
stages of planning. Watch this 
space! 
 
Alan Kitchen 

 
 
Having fun with Friends  

Wellington Church’s International Welcome Club has a 
motto: Have Fun with Friends.  And we do!  Thanks to the 
tremendous work of the Hospitality Team under Christine 
Blackhurst, 90 people were well fed on Burns Night.  The Club 
provided the entertainment.  Scott got things off to a good start 
with his Address to A Haggis.   

After the meal, the programme ranged from pianist David Turner 
playing for the company singing  to solos by three young, 
talented, Chinese boys, nine year old Jackie played Red Red 
Rose, Gospel (13) played Ye Banks and Braes and Mohan (13) 
played Auld Lang Syne.  

With impeccable timing, the crypt piano had been repaired and 
tuned the day before the Burns event.  Others on the programme 
included Natalia reciting For the Sake of Somebody in her native 
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Russian, Celia, of the Scottish Dyslexia Association, sang Ca the 
Yowes beautifully.   

Rory, who is a regular Wednesday Conversation Corner Host, 
and also one of the Garden Group, presented A Parcel of Rogues 
in a Nation and put it into context in Burns’ time and today.  
Awara read A Man’s a Man and related it to his own experience 
as Kurdish in Iraq.  Lyn told of life from Kate O’Shanter’s 
perspective.  Very witty.  Burns – and Tam - might even have 
enjoyed it!   

Bob Paterson, Chairman of the United Nations Association in 
Glasgow, told of the Burns connection with Braveheart the film.  
‘After a global search for words for William Wallace to say to his 
troops, the script writers found what they needed locally,’ said 
Bob. ‘Burns’ song: Scots Wha Hae wi’ Wallace bled…’ 

 

The highlight of the evening was the toe tapping music of Alan, 
Margaret and son Andrew Mortimer, who played fiddle, piano and 
accordion respectively. Chinese New Year – or the Spring 
Festival – followed fast.  University teacher Min, a visiting scholar 
from China, orchestrated a stimulating evening of Chinese talent 
and fun.  

The Club programme continues till the end of April.  Wellington en 
Fete – a kind of ‘meet your neighbours in Wellington’ has been re-
scheduled for Friday 22 March so that is does not conflict with the 
Church’s weekend away. It is an opportunity for all the groups 
which use the building – including all the Church groups – to 
come along and show/tell what they do to a wider audience.  That 
will be fun too! So come if you can.  

You know you’ll be welcome!  

 Grace Franklin 
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“Reflections” by Philip Beattie 
 
Philip was a member of a 
small group who led the 
evening services along with 
other members of the 
congregations of Kelvinside 
Hillhead, Hillhead Baptist 
Church and, later, 
Kelvinbridge. These evening 
services were informal and 
were not held in the main 
sanctuary but in a more 
relaxed setting in an 
adjacent hall. After Philip 
passed away, Ruth, his wife, 
discovered his 
‘Reflections’, some of which 
were handwritten, among 
his papers. She decided that 

his work was worthy of being recorded in a more permanent way 
for friends and family. Philip was deeply religious and very 
committed to his Church and his faith. He was also very well read. 
A much more apt appreciation of what he had achieved in his 
lifetime, written by Norman Shanks, is recorded at the end of the 
publication.  

Ruth writes that she knew very well how much work went into the 
preparation of the ‘Reflections’.  Philip, at times, agonised over 
the content. She was always aware of his great sense of relief 
and satisfaction when each one was finally concluded. With great 
dedication he gave the best he could to whatever the subject 
demanded. While all the ‘Reflections' belong to Philip they did 
require editing and where it may seem they are incomplete this is 
because part of the service was often led by another member of 
the group. Philip loved music and particularly classical music. 
Throughout the ‘Reflections' there are several references to 
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specific pieces of music which he often played as part of the 
evening worship. 

Ruth concludes her Introduction to the Booklet: 'You may not 
always agree with the content but I hope you will enjoy reading 
his work which he so thoughtfully and sincerely expressed'. 

Philip’s reflections are available 

at https://wellingtonchurch.co.uk/philip-beattie/  

 
Wellington holds joint Justice and Peace Gathering with 

University of Glasgow Students 
 

On 15th January, a group of Wellington and young people from a 
variety of student societies based at the University of Glasgow 
came together to hear Sally Beaumont talk about her life as a 
peace activist. The idea for the event was born out of the fact that 
Wellington is increasingly approached by student groups who 
seek affordable space for their activities. Of course, we cannot 
accommodate every request, so Anthea and Rebecca try to focus 
on supporting groups that are active in areas that sit very well 
with Wellington’s own Justice and Peace ethos.  
 
Over the past year, we have hosted the Student Christian 
Movement (SCM), Glasgow Uni Self-Defence (a group that offers 
training for women who have experience of violence), Glasgow 
Uni City Wise (students who offer free tutoring in deprived areas 
of Glasgow), BrightHER Candles (a student group in support of 
Glasgow Women’s Aid), The Olive Tree Initiative (students who 
study and visit the Israel-Palestine Conflict), and Just Love 
(students who seek to find ways to express their Christian faith 
through advocating social justice). We also allowed Glasgow 
Refugee and Asylum Seeker Solidarity (GRASS) to hold a sleep-
out on the steps of Wellington.  
 
All these groups engage in Justice and Peace in their very own 
way. In conversation with the students it became clear that many 

https://wellingtonchurch.co.uk/philip-beattie/
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of them were surprised by Wellington’s ethos. They could not 
imagine that a church could be a place of vibrant activism and 
debate. This was the background which led to the Justice and 
Peace Gathering being planned. It was advertised as an 
opportunity for young activists to meet with “veteran” activists 
from Wellington Church. Incidentally, Roger Sturrock had told 
some students already about Sally Beaumont and her 
engagement in peace activism and they were keen to hear her 
story in person so the program for the evening was easily set. 
Sally kindly agreed to speak and Fumi and Yushin supported the 
event by screening their documentary “Action for Peace”.  
 
The gathering was well attended and students of Just Love, 
BrightHER Candles, and 
The Olive Tree Initiative 
were present as well as 
members of the Mission 
and Outreach committee 
and the Reverends Liz 
Blythe and Muriel Pearson.  
Everyone engaged lively 
with Sally’s story and 
showed little to no 
hesitation to ask her many 
questions. Muriel then 
invited the students to 
share how their groups 
engage in Justice and 
Peace. The three groups 
shared their work and background and even though they were 
quite different in their activities, they all said how much they 
enjoyed coming together at Wellington and to share their 
experienced.  
 
They noted that this kind of engagement does not happen on 
campus and that the Student Representative Council is only in 
the early stage of trying to provide a platform to bring the 
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multitude of clubs and societies together. Muriel pointed out that 
Wellington maybe could take a role in facilitating more 
engagement between student groups and the idea was welcomed 
by the students.  
 

Liz took the opportunity to invite students to join her for lunch at 
some point to discuss what program Wellington could offer to 
(Christian) students. All in all, the experience of the event was 
very positive and worthwhile repeating, so we will have another 
Justice and Peace Gathering towards the end of the term – watch 
out for details!  
Rebecca Gebauer 
 
Congregational news and events: 
 

First Aiders Training  
 

Fifteen members of Wellington have kindly 
volunteered to be trained to be First Aiders for 
our congregation. In addition to most of our 
employees in the church office, in the Crypt, and 

in the International Club, a group of elders and ministers have 
agreed to attend the all-day training on 2nd March which will be 
provided by St Andrews First Aid. The group composition ensures 
that we are likely to have a First Aider present at Sunday morning 
worship and at congregational events. In line with the Kirk 
Session’s decision to acquire a defibrillator, the group will also be 
trained in the use of such equipment.  
 

The Church weekend away is to be held at the Atholl Centre in 
Pitlochry on March 29-31th. The speaker is the former Moderator, 
Very Rev. John Miller. The theme will be ' The Challenge of 
Change'. A small Group has been formed to organise the 
weekend. Christine Johnstone will collect the booking money.  
 

The next outing will be a guided visit for Afternoon Tea to the 
newly refurbished “Mackintosh at The Willow” tea room in 
Sauchiehall Street on 2nd of April. Information in weekly notes. 



14 

 
Advance notice: outing to Loch Lomond with a boat trip and 
lunch in May, date to be confirmed. 
 

Cosy Café – Wheel Trust   
The Trust holds an event each Friday lunchtime in Hillhead High 
School, Oakfield Avenue, during term time.  Wellington supports 
this outreach, and participates by running the coffee stall (hot 
chocolate, actually!)   The Trust is hoping to recruit two new 
volunteers, to replace helpers who are moving to other locations.  
It is also hoped to build up new ''customer'' numbers, as the 
senior pupils move on and away.  If you are interested helping 
please contact Karen Campbell on karen@wheeltrust.org (COSY 
stands for Church of Scotland Youth). 

Congregational Roll 
 
Death 
Mrs. Eilidh Benson        25th December 2018 

 
 

Sunday School and Sunday Group   Spring/Summer 2019 
 

3rd March 
 
29th – 31st March 
(Friday-Sunday)  
 
 
 
 
April 

10.30 am 
 

Children’s Church & 
Sunday Group 
 
Congregational 
Weekend Away  
in the Atholl 
Centre in Pitlochry  
 
No monthly sessions 

12th May 10.30am Children’s Church & Sunday Group 
(Christian Aid Week) 

16th June 10.30am Children’s Church & Sunday Group 
(prepare for service for following 
Sunday) 

23rd June 10.30am 
for 11am 

Morning Service with contributions from 
Sunday School/Group (service before 
school holidays) 

Contact: Rebecca Gebauer rebecca@wellingtonchurch.co.uk 

javascript:handleMailto('mailto:karen@wheeltrust.org');return%20false;
mailto:rebecca@wellingtonchurch.co.uk
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Sunday Duties 

17 February 2019 Side Door Bearer Maureen Small Front Door Bearer David Swinfen 
 Side Door Plate Fumi Nakabachi           Front Door Plate Grace Franklin 
 Sound Jim Michael 

 24 February 2019 Side Door Bearer Arthur Allison Front Door Bearer Joyce Allison 
 Side Door Plate Petra Hardie                    Front Door Plate David Blackhurst 
 Sound Niall Hardie 

 03 March 2019 Side Door Bearer Norman Shanks Front Door Bearer Nancy Porter 
 Side Door Plate Isabel Macmillan             Front Door Plate Heather Walton 
 Sound Donald Murray 

 10 March 2019 Side Door Bearer Kate Fyfe Front Door Bearer Andy Cardwell 
 Side Door Plate Catherine Shaw Dunn Front Door Plate Sheila Craik 
 Sound Rebecca Gebauer 

 17 March 2019 Side Door Bearer John F Anderson Front Door Bearer Jackie Murray 
 Side Door Plate Robin Green                   Front Door Plate Grace Franklin 
 Sound Ken Fyfe 

 24 March 2019 Side Door Bearer Joyce Allison Front Door Bearer David Swinfen 
 Side Door Plate Niall Hardie Front Door Plate Arthur Allison 
 Sound Jim Michael 

 

    31 March 2019 Side Door Bearer Norman Shanks            Front Door Bearer Heather Walton 
 Side Door Plate Isabel Macmillan Front Door Plate Andy Cardwell 
 Sound David Blackhurst 
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES 2019 
                                        

 

                                            

Sunday 14 April 11 am Palm Sunday Service in Wellington  
   7 pm United Service in Wellington  
   
Monday 15th April   7 pm United Service in St John’s Renfield 
 
Tuesday 16th April   7 pm United Service in St. John’s Renfield 
                                                            
Wednesday 17th April   7 pm United Service in St. John’s Renfield 
 
Thursday 18th April   7 pm United Maundy Thursday Communion Service  
                                                           and Washing of Feet in Kelvinside-Hillhead 
                                                               
Friday 19th April    12noon-3pm  Good Friday Vigil in Kelvinside-Hillhead 
 
Saturday, 20th April     10.30 am United Service in St. John’s Renfield 
                                                                                                                         
Sunday 21st April           8.30 am  United Easter Morning Service in Botanic 

Gardens followed by breakfast in our own churches       
        
 11 am    Easter Morning Communion Service in 

Wellington  Church 
                                                  
     

ALL WELCOME 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/janihelle/4503465140/in/photostream
http://www.flickr.com/photos/janihelle/4503465140/in/photostream
http://www.flickr.com/photos/janihelle/4503465140/in/photostream

