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Welcome to all 

 
Love one another, as I have loved you (John 15:12) 

 
We welcome into the life and worship of our congregation people of every race, gender, background, age,  
sexual orientation, mental or physical ability. 
 
We affirm our diversity and the dignity of each person. 
 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  (Romans 15:7) 
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Dear Friends 
 
I am writing this letter during the week that focusses on mental 
health issues and also the day after Nicola Sturgeon outlined her 
‘road map’ for the gradual loosening of the COVID- 19 lockdown.   
Rising levels of anxiety and depression have been a feature of 
social isolation during the Pandemic and it is good to highlight 
that none of us are immune from succumbing to the effects of the 
added stress that results from job insecurity, not being able to join 
up with family and friends and fears for our own health.    And yet 
there is now the prospect of a gradual return to ‘normal’ whatever 
that might look like. 

I am sure that we have all been encouraged by the many acts of 
kindness that have been reported during this time such as people 
volunteering in food banks, care staff electing to self-isolate with 
their vulnerable patients in care homes, and a Glasgow-based 
travel equipment firm donating 5,000 pairs of compression socks 
to nurses at Scotland's hospitals.    

The Bible contains many stories of acts of kindness and one Old 
Testament story in particular focusses on providing long term 
care for a young man with disability – his name is Mephibosheth.  
He was the son of Jonathan, King David’s closest friend, and is 
described as being “crippled in his feet.” (2 Samuel 9:3).   After 
King Saul and his son Jonathan’s death, David restores all of the 
lands that Saul owned and gives them to Mephibosheth as well 
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as allowing him a permanent seat at his table.   David provides for 
him materially as well as bringing him out of ‘social isolation’.    

The aftermath of COVID-19 will result in some folks being 
physically and mentally scarred after recovering from the viral 
infection and others will face the prospect of job losses and 
financial hardship.  As Christians, we should follow the example 
of David and practically care for the mental, physical and 
economic needs of those less fortunate than ourselves as well as 
ministering to their spiritual needs.  One of the fruits of the Holy 
Spirit is kindness (Galatians 5:22).  May that be a fruit that grows 
in our own lives as we encounter the challenges of the months 
ahead!    Roger Sturrock 

Some photos 
from Roger and 
Helen’s walk 
near their 
house:  
 
         

 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 



4 

A new pair of boots at your age? 

I abandoned my boots at Barmouth! 
Well, I’d bought them for Hadrian’s wall; 
And they’d seen me walk with Coleridge, 
Through Dorset and Devon an’ all; 
Along the river from Ilkely, 
Across the Pennines at Dent, 
And up and down like Everest 
With thousands of feet of ascent. 
 
My rucksack was dumped in New Street 
(A tip-off you’ll have to agree!) 
As we walked through Aberystwyth 
And down to the infinite sea. 
It had carried my waterproof trousers, 
A bookshelf of maps and guides, 
A medicine chest for disaster 
And various utensils besides. 
 
So, on Monday I went to Tiso’s 
Aware, if you’ll pardon the pun, 
Of being considerably over the hill,  
On my last legs when all’s said and done! 
But the path still winds through the uplands 
As quiet as a whispered prayer; 
And I’ve got me a map of heaven, 
And a signpost to lead me there! 
 
Glenda A. White 
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Wellington Church International Welcome Club 
 
Conversation Corner: Zoom Travel Plans 
Because Kenny and Dion had to take their baby daughter, Kelly, 
to hospital, Lai kindly stepped in to take their ZOOM 9 English 
Language Conversation Corner session instead. 
Everyone will be glad to know baby Kelly is now fine and home, 
after being in hospital overnight with Mum Dion to be monitored 
because of a very high temperature. 
The theme for all three ZOOM sessions was: ‘The place I most 
want to visit (after lockdown is over) and with almost 30 people 
attending in total over three different sessions, it proved to be a 
lively subject. 
Lai’s afternoon session was directed by Andrew, Marion and 
Joyce as the Native English Speakers (NES). 
Andrew, reporting from the ‘sun drenched streets of G20’ told us: 
Lai from China, currently in Glasgow, hoped one day to visit 
Iceland, the country – not the supermarket! Nasreen from Syria, 
currently in Cardiff and missed Glasgow, and hoped to go to the 
United Arab Emirates to meet friends. Naziya in Kazakhstan 
fancied Greece to see the ancient sites and visit the scenes of 
classical legends she read about as a child. Adelaida from Spain, 
now in Sheffield wanted to visit Quito in Ecuador to see family 
who live there. Pascal in Hong Kong – and once an active 
member of Wellington Church – was keen to see Glasgow again 
and to hear English spoken with a Glaswegian twist! 
Elisa in Hull wanted to escape Europe and loose herself in an 
African jungle (not literally, we hope!) 
As far as the NES people were concerned: Joyce had a wish to 
visit Australia, especially Ayres Rock (Uluru) and engage with 
aboriginal culture. Marion had her mind on Belfast and the West 
of Ireland to meet friends. And reporter Andrew said he was 
determined to make further attempts to get to some so far 
unvisited remote Scottish islands: Mingulay (Outer Hebrides); 
North Ronaldsay (Orkney Islands); Fair Isle (halfway between 
Orkney and Shetland Islands). 
Other sessions were set up by Liz Davidson and by Isobel 
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McFaull. They included people like Colin who said he was 
yearning to broaden his horizons through exploring other cultures 
such as the ancient civilisations of Egypt, Greece and Rome. But 
first, he’d go to India with the wish to travel around, make local 
connections and establish an English Language Conversation 
Corner there. Part of his motivation is that India is a global Chess 
power and he, being a Chess master running several clubs and 
training sessions, had something to offer. 
Wellington’s Isabel Macmillan dreamed of visiting South America 
– maybe not Brazil now because of the virus situation – but 
Machu Picchu in Peru which dates back to the Incas of the 15th 
century. Aya, now in Glasgow and from Azerbaijan, simply 
wanted to go to the seaside to let her pre-school age daughter 
see the sea for the first time. Lin Zhang has a dream of horse 
riding through the Highlands of Scotland. Anyone who knows 
where she might find people to make that dream come true, 
should get in touch with grace@iwelcomeclub.com as soon as 
possible. Freedom to travel after lockdown may be some time 
away, but it is worthwhile making plans, now.  Grace 

 
 This April 2020 picture is of Kenny and 
Dion from Hong Kong and their baby 
daughter Kelly who had to go into 
hospital.  Lai - our Friday Club 
assistant - very willingly and at short 
notice set up a new session to replace 
the one Kenny was not able to set up. 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 
Troon beach - one International just wanted 
to take her pre-school child to the beach as 
the child had never been to the seaside. 
 
 

mailto:grace@iwelcomeclub.com
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Birthdays 

Birthdays come and birthdays go…. and suddenly there was a 
spate of them at the International Club. Observing social 
distancing was important – especially where older people and 
babies were concerned. So we elected to have one birthday cake 
at the Wednesday Zoom Conversation Corner to mark all the 
birthdays in the first half of the year.  And there were a few: 

Babies included Kelly who was born in January to Kenny and 
Dion (a CC assistant for a while). The couple are from Hong Kong 
and he is working in the financial sector in Glasgow. (see above). 

Then we had 5-year-old Soushi who was in Glasgow as a baby 
with Mum Rie and Dad Isao and granny Yukie. They’ve started 
Zooming in to the weekly CC. Dad is still working with 
Southampton University on some research. They say their time in 
Glasgow is among their happiest memories to date. 

Little Tia, daughter of Aya a medical professional from Azerbaijan, 
hopefully, will have blown out the candles on her own cake to 
mark her fourth birthday and everyone else’s birthday too at the 
symbolic ONE BIRTHDAY event. 

And on the very day of the cake and candles, Lana was one year 
old: the daughter of Ayman and his wife Lula who are from Syria.  
The photograph of Dad with Lana was taken on the day of his 
latest graduation: when he became a teacher qualified to teach 
his own subject ID/Computer Science. 

And there was one NES (Native English Speaker) in the Club 
whose birthday was in June too, so he was included in the line-
up. Colin Paterson has been a regular Host at the Conversation 
Corner for some time. He is a chess master and teacher and 
introduced chess to quite a few members of the Club. 

Wellington Church International Welcome Club 
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The Tomitas and 
granny Yukie 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Exams 

Sitting exams under lockdown is pretty strange. One of my flat mates 

has been working night and day for the past four and a half years on his 

thesis. English isn't his first language, so it's a hard row he's chosen to 
furrow. 

He came to the 

International 
Welcome Club 

because he was 

told about the 
English Language 

Conversation 

Corner. Not only 
did he appreciate 

that, he found the 

Friday Club social 
nights of great help 

in expanding his 

social network as 
well as improving 

his English.   

 
 

                                       Dr Awara Amin seated. Mustafa standing. 
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A keen dancer, the Club ceilidhs were among his gold star nights.  Over 

the years he's been one of the best promoters of the Club and the support 
it gives to people from beyond Glasgow. 

His subject is geology and specific aspects of the formation of Scottish 

mountains.  Expecting to defend his thesis somewhere within the 
University of Glasgow, the lockdown quickly changed that.  

He underwent the five hour ordeal of his viva in the front room of this 

flat.   He's now Dr Awara Amin!  That evening our other flat mate, 
Mustafa - an excellent cook - prepared a celebration meal.  Awara's 

original plan for his graduation was to hold a ceilidh in the crypt. 

Mission impossible now, of course.  So - with the help of Ruth Beattie 
and her knowledge of Scottish Country Dancing - I'm now planning a 

Virtual Ceilidh. This way, family and friends of Awara's from around 

the world, should be able to ZOOM in - enjoy some Scottish dancing 
and music, give him their congratulations and drink their own juice and 

eat their own food in their own locations! Puts a new edge to the 'canny 

Scot.' 
  

Joel and the observation of 
Eclipses 
 
In his Penteost speech to the pilgrims 
to Jerusalem, Peter quoted from the 
Book of Joel (Joel 2: 28-32a). This is 
perhaps the best known Old 
Testament Reference to God pouring 
out his Spirit on the faithful. However 
I was struck particularly by verse 31 
which reads in the NRSV (the version 
we read from in Church) “The sun 
shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the 
coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.” When I saw this, I 
thought immediately about eclipses. Total eclipses of the sun as 
we know involve the moon moving in front of the sun forming a 
dark disc with some light coming from the sun’s corona round 
about it. Eclipses of the moon by the earth’s shadow are not as 
dramatic as those of the sun, though rather more common. In 
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total lunar eclipses, the moon does not become effectively black 
but rather turns a dark red colour, illuminated by light refracted by 
the earth’s atmosphere from which blue light has been removed 
by scattering (as at sunset). These total eclipses are also called 
“blood moons”. Black and the colour of blood, are exactly the 
colours used by Joel in his prophecy. I do not think this use of the 
dominant colours seen in eclipses can in any way be a 
coincidence. Joel must I think have either seen eclipses himself 
or at least talked to people who had. 
We know next to nothing about the historical Joel. Indeed the 
date of the Book is completely uncertain; if one looks at the 
commentaries one finds possible dates between 700 and 400 
BCE.  
A cursory glance suggests that later dates are preferred. And 
what about the observation of eclipses in antiquity. The 
Babylonians (and the Chinese) were sufficiently far advanced 
scientifically to be able to explain eclipses from the motions of the 
sun and the moon, and indeed had some success in predicting 
their occurrence.  
On the other hand there is no evidence from the Old Testament 
that the Jews ever had much interest in astronomy. So one might 
perhaps speculate further that Joel had either been exiled to 
Babylon in the sixth century BCE with the rest of Judah or talked 
to a returnee. One might therefore date the book of Joel to the 6th 
or possibly the 5th century BCE. Indeed Thucidides describes a 
solar eclipse in 431 BCE, though that might be rather late). If one 
looked at historical eclipse data, one might be able to tie the date 
down more precisely. 
I have looked at the commentaries and at the Wikipedia entry on 
Joel to see if this interpretation is well known, but I can find 
nothing. So I offer the hypothesis to divert you during the 
lockdown. 
Andrew Long 
Emeritus Professor of Physics, University of Glasgow 
Member of All Saints Episcopal Church, Bearsden 
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SENIORS’ RESEARCH 

Lin Zhang - A Chinese student in Glasgow is researching what senior people think and feel 

about adapting from physical social space to virtual social space, considering they are the very 

group advised to be self-isolated by the Government for personal safety and health. Wellington 

Church has given formal permission for her invitation to Seniors to be channelled through 

Wellington Church. 

Anyone aged over 65 is invited to contact her for further information (e.g. the confidentiality 

measures) at 2371579Z@student.gla.ac.uk. She will send you the Consent Form and Plain 

Language Statement. 

 

BELOW are the documents and letters from Lin.  Hope you can help. 

Grace Franklin 

 
Dear iWelcome members: 
I am Lin Zhang, a postgraduate student at the University of Glasgow studying for a master's 
degree in Psychological Studies. With permission from the authorities of Wellington Church, I 
am writing to invite over-65-year-old members of Wellington Church iWelcome Club to 
participate in a research project titled [Senior People's Perception of Virtual Social Space]. 
 
Honestly speaking, this project is for my degree and I didn't set out for this topic at the 
beginning. Due to Covid-19 which affect everyone more or less, I had to adjust my topic. This 
was when I was inspired by the organising team of iWelcome Club. When I thought the 
pandemic put an end to Conversational English, the amazing team decided to move the social 
activity online. In as short as one week, the team learned how to use Zoom and had a 
successful test run of Zoom meeting. Now as we can see, we have well-organised weekly Zoom 
sessions, with interesting topics, updates and beautiful pictures. The calm, positive, creative, 
efficient manner of the organising team also updated my impression about senior people. 
Although Over-65-year-old people might be regarded as the vulnerable group in the case of 
Covid-19, however, those people turn out to be more resilient and calmer in the face of 
changes and challenges than most people imagine, and even more resilient and calmer than 
younger people. 
 
Therefore, I became curious about what senior people think and feel about adapting from 
physical social space to virtual social space, considering they are the very group advised to be 
self-isolated by Government for personal safety and health. 
I would like to ask questions about three sub-topics in the semi-structured 50-minute Zoom 
interview: 
(1) The difference between physical social space and virtual social space 
(2) The benefits and challenges of adapting to virtual social space 
(3) The influence of using virtual social space on physical and mental health. 
 
For senior people who decide to participate in the interview, the interview will motivate us to 
reflect on our experiences of using virtual social space to know better about ourselves. With 
rich life experiences, and wisdom as well as resilience that come with them, this is also an 
opportunity to help and inspire other vulnerable groups and younger people, apart from 
informing the community the support we may need. 
 

mailto:2371579Z@student.gla.ac.uk
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If you are over 65, and you are interested in this research, welcome to contact me for further 
information (e.g. the confidentiality measures) at 2371579Z@student.gla.ac.uk. I will send you 
the Consent Form and Plain Language Statement. 
Enjoy the lovely Summer. 
Stay safe and stay positive 
Best regards!     Lin Zhang 

 
Letter from Fiona (Aitken) Gibson 
"Over the last 3 months of lockdown it has been a difficult time for 
all, but for me a time of mixed times and feelings to try and deal 
with - I was in a temporary post in Clarkston which was due to 
take me to the end of March but unfortunately finished on 18 
March, just prior to lockdown commencing on 23 March, and so 
been without work since 18 March.   With the Government 
Guidelines for everyone told to stay at home and only go out for 
essential things like getting food and from selling items on ebay, 
to the Post Office for posting items - that is what we did.   Without 
being able to work, I then turned my attentions to utilising this 
lockdown time constructively rather than wasting whilst waiting for 
things to ease and the work opportunities being able available 
once again.    
So in April, Alan and myself starting clearing and cleaning our 
house a bit with the use of Karcher Steam Cleaner in the kitchen 
and bathroom.    

With the weather 
starting to turn 
dry and sunny in 
April, we also 
turned our 
attention to the 
garden and 
clearing all the 
weeds and long 
grass from the 
front plots and 
cutting the grass 
and tidying up 
from the winter 
months.    

mailto:2371579Z@student.gla.ac.uk
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In May I decided to try and get some new plants for the garden 
and yesterday in our back garden, I created an L shaped plot 
shown in the pictures and today will plant the plants into that plot 
which are at the moment still in their pots/containers.   Over the 
last few weeks the barrel in the garden and also the back fence 
were wood-stained, so all in all the garden has been getting a lot 
of attention and taking shape once again. 
 
What I also did in April was sign up for an online Medical 
Secretary course, and speaking with CLT to get an extension to 
the Company Law Paralegal Certificate I had signed up to do, as 
well as 3/4 short courses in archaeology, history and forensic 
archaeology.  GDA has also been supportive to my eldest 
brother, Alasdair, during lockdown, and he too has been joining 
online on courses of creative writing, mind and drawing art, and a 
tea and a chat session on a Tuesday afternoon, which he has 
thoroughly enjoyed.  So much so, yesterday he just signed up for 
a Printing 
Techniques online 
course which starts 
later in June. 
On 4th May, 
Alasdair reached a 
milestone, he turned 
60 and I also attach 
a picture of him 
showing off his 
birthday cake I got 
him, and his birthday 
badge highlighting 
his milestone 
birthday.   I had 
planned we should 
be in Islay to 
celebrate his 
milestone, as close 
friends of ours would 
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have been in Islay at this time, and it would just have been lovely 
that we were all in Islay to celebrate two birthdays in May, but 
unfortunately lockdown didn't let that happen, and so we are 
aiming for next May to belatedly celebrate, but hopefully a time 
later this year Alasdair will properly celebrate his milestone, so 
something to look forward to 
in the not too distant future 
once lockdown eases.   
 
Another relaxing 
hobby/past-time I have 
taken up during this 
lockdown is joining Alasdair 
in his enjoyment of colouring 
in books - two or three years 
ago on knowing he had 
attended classes at college 
for Art and Crafts, I decided 
to buy him some colouring 
in books and pencils/pens and he just seemed to take to it like a 
duck to water.  He is still loves this past-time.   So a couple of 
weeks ago in Asda in Bearsden, I noticed some "Relax with Art" 
colouring in books for adults, and I couldn't resist, I bought a 
couple and can't believe how as it says at the top of the book how 
therapeutic and relaxing it is – it’s great, picking a new page to 
colour and at the end of it, it turns out to be your own 
masterpiece, because you have chosen how to colour it.   I 
recommend it to anyone who feels like giving it a try.    It’s put me 
in mood of rekindling my childhood days and may try some Paint 
by Numbers sets; and some jigsaws - they were a favourite when 
I was young.  Hope everyone is keeping well and staying safe, 
and look forward very much to seeing you all back in Wellington 
on a Sunday in the not too distant future. 
Take care  
Fiona Gibson  
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Hidden Talent  
Good things from 
lockdown 

Some people 
have used this 
HOME STAY time 
(as I prefer to call 
lockdown) to 
develop skills or 
hobbies. 

I have simply 

managed to empty 
boxes with papers from 
a previous life. Those 
identifiable details such 
as telephone  numbers, 
bank codes, signatures 
etc were torn up into 
little pieces, put into a 
basin of water and made 
into papier mache. Other 
people have honed their 
cooking or baking skills.  

Attempts have been 
made by others to learn 
a language or improve 
one they already know a 
little.  

But it is lovely to find 
hidden talents. First, 
there was Stuart Burns 
who was one of the key 
workers in the Crypt 
Café at Wellington.  He 
is a talented artist.                       
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I stumbled across this on facebook.      

Of the piper he says: This was just a quick watercolour.  I stopped 
before I overworked it.    

Then there is a friend who has a quirky sense of humour. She 
frequently sends little ‘funny’ videos and pictures that make me 
laugh.  She spends a lot of time on the internet looking for the 
amusing items she kindly sends on. Laughter is the best 
medicine, I do believe.   

There have been a few friends and some acquaintances who 
have related their health ups and downs through bouts of the 
Corona 19 virus.  Not pleasant.  Those not sick enough to go into 
hospital are still finding it difficult to return to their normal level of 
health.  Even lifting their mobile phone was too much for one of 
them, as they later related. One friend in a care home has 
died….though we’re told it was not the virus.  Only seven people 
were permitted at his funeral which is more than some people 
were allowed. 

The Murray family – including Grandma Sally Beaumont – made 
an amazing Corona quilt. What a splendid work of art.  That can 
be seen in all its glory on the Church website. Maybe, if and when 
the Crypt Café is allowed back into action, we can have some of 
the art works on display there.  The Crypt Gallery, sounds good!   

 

The Murray household:  
has been full for the last few months with Jackie and Donald there 
as normal but with Granny Sally moving in, Laura and Jess 
unable to go to Camas on Mull to work for the summer and 
Lachlan coming home from Israel in April as he was put on 
unpaid leave (he hopes to get back as soon as they will let him 
in). 
 
We have been entertaining ourselves and here are some photos 
to show it.   
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The first was when Lachlan was still in Tel Aviv and we got 
dressed up for a game of cards, played over the internet with 
him.  

 
 
We then made our Quarantine Quilt as seen on the church 
broadcast. 
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Next a photo of 
Granny Sally 
with her two 
new great 
grandchildren.   
Isla who was 
born Christmas 
Day 2019 and 
then Eilidh who 
was born on 8 
May (who has not yet met her great granny!).   

 

Then on two occasions we were 
challenged to re-create famous 
paintings, the first was by Frida Kahlo 
and the second by Munch.   
Stay safe and we'll see you soon we 
hope. 
 
 
Love Jackie, Donald, Laura, Lachlan 
and Jess and Granny Sally 
Beaumont 
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MISSION AND OUTREACH 
Many thanks to all who contributed to the Lenten appeal and to 
the extended Christian Aid "week". Despite the Lockdown the 
Lenten Appeal raised £4330 and reported donations to Christian 
Aid were £3246. (Other donations may have gone in privately). 
Our speakers from the Dash Club, Crossreach and Families 
together in Tajikstan were inspiring and we know the money will 
be put to good use. 
A huge thank you to Rebecca Gebauer for encouraging folk to be 
involved in Christian aid "Week" and for co-ordinating all the 
efforts. And thank you to all who walked, recited poetry, read 
Numbers and painted hands and to those who sponsored them. 
 
Maureen Small 
 

The Fyfe family during 
lockdown: 

 

Claire their super-
shopper 
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Kate’s new hobby 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
An anxious Ken gets a trim 
(hope he got sponsored) 
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Congregational Life Committee 
 
Just a brief update on the new committee this year. 
As had previously been proposed and agreed by the Kirk 
Session, from the beginning of this year Hospitality and 
Congregational Life committees have now merged as one group 
under the Congregational Life heading. This was really for 
practical reasons as some members were already involved in 
both groups in providing hospitality for Congregational events. 
 
We particularly need to record our thanks to Christine Blackhurst, 
who so ably and willingly shared her time and skills in heading up 
the Hospitality group for many years, making sure we had 
delicious lunches or teas for special events and surprise Birthday 
cakes. This involved much planning and shopping behind the 
scenes as well as making sure there were enough willing helpers 
to cater for each event. Thank You Christine. 
 
We also need to thank Jim Michael who after looking after the 
Committee's funds for many years has stepped down as 
Treasurer of the Congregational Life committee.  Thank you Jim. 
 
I am delighted that all the previous members of the Hospitality 
group have joined the Congregational Life committee and we now 
have 14 members. I am also delighted that John Fyfe Anderson 
has agreed to be our new Treasurer. 
 
So what have we been doing with all this new talent?    
We were due to meet in May and had planned an outing to the 
Hill House in Helensburgh with a few mid-week events in the 
church.  Sadly with the COVID pandemic and lockdown none of 
this has been possible. There seemed no point in having a virtual 
meeting when it was not possible to plan any immediate future 
events. As soon as we have further information on lockdown 
lifting we will  meet and look at arranging some 'Face to Face' 
events.  Meantime, for anyone 'on line', please see the church 
website and the weekly notices on the order of service for the 
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virtual events taking place just now. There is Virtual afternoon tea 
on Thursdays at 4.00pm and Bible Study on Tuesdays at 4.00pm. 
Contact Roger Sturrock to join in. 
 
Any suggestions or comments on future events would be really 
welcome. Please contact myself, on 0141-942-8001 or Kate Fyfe, 
Vice-convenor on 0141-954-8651. 
 
Helen Sturrock          Convenor Congregational Life Committee   
                                          
The Congregational Life Committee 
Committee is now: 
Helen Sturrock (Convener); Kate Fyfe (Deputy); John F Anderson 
(Treasurer); Christine Blackhurst; Linda Brown; Angeline Gutsa; 
Caroline Jennings; Christine Johnston; Priscilla Lawrie; Gail  
MacGregor; Jane Mackichan; Roger Sturrock; Ruth Shanks; 
Elizabeth Thomson; Ann Wilson.  
   
 
Creating Choral music at a distance 

  

At the onset of lockdown many churches, including Wellington, 
realised very quickly that the best way forward for the time being 
was to offer pre-recorded services to be put online. The challenge 
then facing church 
musicians was how best 
to continue to provide 
home-created music for 
such services. Producing 
music normally requires 
all be together. Since this 
was no longer possible, 
many people were 
exploring creative and 
inventive methods to get 
round this. 
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When I first saw the Acapella App in use by an Edinburgh church 
for an online service, I reckoned that it was something which we 
could try at Wellington. This App has been around for a few 
years, probably used mostly by singer/songwriters in the popular 
music scene, but had not, to my knowledge, been used to any 
great extent for liturgical music.  
 
The way it works is as follows: the music is decided and 
distributed in advance as normal, the number of players/singers is 
set – in our case usually 4 or 5. The first person records their part, 
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using the App, on either iPad or iPhone, then sends it on to the 
next person to add their part, and so on, until the last person, who 
after recording their own part has to do some tidying up, 
balancing and consolidating. The end result is a multitrack video 
which, in Wellington’s case, is sent to Donald for inclusion in the 
service recording.  
Generally I have recorded the accompaniment first, then sent the 
“project” to Heloise (currently in Partick) to record both the 
soprano AND alto parts (she has had to do a double shift each 
time!), whereupon she sends it to Will (currently in Sheffield) to 
record the bass part, then it is sent on to Connor (currently in 
Edinburgh) to record the tenor part and do the final balance 
tweaking, etc.  
 
Understandably it takes a few days and a bit of organisation to 
complete. It’s been a learning process for us all, and hopefully the 
results have improved over time. Our early attempts were quite 
experimental!    
 
We will continue using this process for services until 26th July. 
August will then be a “choral holiday”. 
 
The availability of this technical wizardry is impressive, and is 
working well for us in the present situation. However, we do look 
forward to the day when we can all be back in the Church 
together as a full choir, with all our members, choosing to attend 
as and when they feel comfortable. Some planning may have to 
made to ensure members are kept safe by social distancing – but 
space has never been a problem in the Wellington building! I do 
not anticipate this happening until Autumn, dependent upon the 
prevailing situation.  
 
Have a good Summer. 
 
Alan Kitchen 
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The May 21st service included Alan Kitchen's brother, John, 

accompanying our Scholars on his Chamber Organ. The 

instrument was built in 2003 for his previous flat in Marchmont, 

then moved to his present house, also in Edinburgh.  

 

BINGHAMS POND 2020   

by Lynn Kitchen 

After living in the West End for 

nearly 26 years, it was only due 

to Lockdown that I finally 

discovered this gem.  A pleasant 

walk from home and a few laps 

of the pond meant I could notch 

up 2 miles with no problem. 

On my first visit I was aware of one swan and then noticed 

another on one of the islands. Realising there was possibly a nest 

on that island made me quite excited. A few visits later, on arrival 
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on May 18th, I noticed both swans were over at the bank with 

people looking at safe distance from swans and each other of 

course.  

Yes 4 cygnets had 

hatched. When I returned 

on 20th imagine my delight 

to see 4 had become 6! 

This has now become a 

regular walk and there is 

so much fun watching the 

cygnets growing along 

with some ducklings as 

well.  

Certainly a definite improvement 

from waiting on a Panda cub at 

Edinburgh Zoo which I fear may 

never happen now. For those who 

do not know, I am a fervent Giant 

Panda fan. 

 

 

 

          Poppy from walled garden 

 

For a longer walk in the same area I recommend going away from 

the pond into Shelley Rd and continuing behind the old Gartnavel 

Royal to find The Walled Garden. Enjoy! 
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                                    photos from walled garden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Caravan Project 
 
The Project supports families living in hardship to have respite 
when they cannot afford holidays. To raise money during the 
Covid19 epidemic they are inviting people to recreate cherished 
childhood memories of holidays captured on camera, and donate 
£10 to the project to help support families across the city.  If you 
would like to have fun this way please send the stunning results in 
to us for the next newsletter to celebrate your past and your 
holidays.  More information at www.caravanproject.co.uk. 
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Have you looked around on your walks 
 
On your wanderings during lockdown have you seen any of these 
on buildings around the West End? 
 

1.  Can you identify where these happy people are? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Where is this Glasgow 
shield? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. And these two? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



29 

 
4. Which church is this on? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rules for Seniors 

1 - Talk to yourself. There are times you need expert advice. 
2 - In Style’ are the clothes that still fit. 
3 - You don't need anger management. You need people to stop pissing you off. 
4 - Your people skills are just fine. It's your tolerance for idiots that needs work. 
5 - The biggest lie you tell yourself is, 
“I don't need to write that down. I'll remember it.” 

6 - ‘On time’ is when you get there. 
7 - Even duct tape can't fix stupid - but it sure does muffle the sound. 
8 - It would be wonderful if we could put ourselves in the dryer for ten minutes, 
then come out wrinkle-free and three sizes smaller? 

9 - Lately, you've noticed people your age are so much older than you. 
10 - Growing old should have taken longer. 
11 - Aging has slowed you down, but it hasn't shut you up. 
12 - You still haven't learned to act your age, and hope you never will. 
...and one more: 
‘One for the road’ means peeing before you leave the house. 
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Wellington’s global fellowship: reconnecting across time and 

space 

 
Figure 1: Views on wellintonchurch.co.uk 23.03.-23.06.2020 

Since Wellington has moved worship online, our services have 

been watched quite literally all over the world. More than 75 

countries have tuned in with the top ten outside the UK being the 

US, Canada, Germany, India, Australia, Nigeria, the Czech 

Republic, China, France, and Thailand.  

One couple from the US who had recently migrated from Scotland 

asked how to make an offering from afar. Many former members 

and friends who have moved town or country volunteered 

readings or they simply reach out to let us know how much 

worshipping with us online means to them. For example, the 

following message was received from Turkey:  

“We have been watching Wellington Sunday services since 

Easter and it became such an important part of our life now. We 

feel connected again to this wonderful community of which we 

were honoured to be part not so long ago. We are happy to see 

familiar faces, hear familiar voices but we also hear what they say 

and it adds an important element to our life that was missing 

before.” 
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And sometimes, the feedback we receive stretches over 

continents and time. David from Australia wrote:  

“I was telling my wife and a friend of my wonderful memories of 

services there in 1958-9, when I was a student at the University of 

Glasgow. The minster then was the Rev Stewart MacWilliam and 

the organist was Mr William Coulthard. Bill asked me to join the 

choir for the six months I was in Glasgow and we had some 

profoundly moving services there at that time. My friend Dr Kelly 

Shang, hearing this, found your YouTube website for me and 

fixed things up so that I could be part of the worship. I joined with 

you for the morning service of 14th June; I shall watch that of 

21st June this evening. 

 I loved every part of the service: the lovely uplifting hymns, the 

thoughtful readings of the Scriptures, the anthem by Maurice 

Greene sung by your singers, the deeply moving and uplifting 

prayers, the fine and highly thoughtful sermon preached so well 

and movingly, plus the final hymn “We have an anchor:” went 

straight to my heart and reminded me of the wonderful inspiration 

I drew from your worship there fifty years ago. All this was to me 

an uplifting and deeply moving experience from so long ago and 

so far away. To say that I ended my participation in your service 

in tears is no exaggeration: it brought peace, comfort and 

consolation to my now distant soul.”                                    

Rebecca Gebauer 

 
In Memoriam 
 
Alasdair Marshall (father of Billy):          12th June 2020 
Malcolm Fairbairn (father of Robert):     12th June 2020 
Doreen Watt (wife of the late George):  20th June 2020 
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The Wellington Website has loads of interesting items everyday. 
Please catch up on the Wellington folks on it as well as the 
newsletter. Thank you to all the contributors.  
 
 
Black Lives Matter 
 
 

 


