
A Service of Grieving and Gratitude, Glasgow West End 

Music as we gather 
 

Welcome 
 

A warm welcome to you all. We gather differently this year, 

but we are as together as ever in the Lord’s Spirit.  Our 

service will proceed in prayer, song, reading and reflection, 

silence and a simple act of remembrance, as we give thanks 

for the lives of our loved ones, now absent friends and 

family. There is no right or wrong way to feel during the 

service. What matters is that, in this time of distancing, we 

know God’s presence, encountering the living Christ in our 

lives through his Spirit, a company of care and remembrance 

in his name. 
 

Call to Worship  
 

Leader:  God in grace greets us,  

All:  Jesus in love holds us, 

Leader: The Spirit in care comforts us, 

All:  The Lord says to us and to all:  

  ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled, 

neither let them be afraid.’  

Come let us worship the Lord.  
 

Opening Hymn  Be still and know that I am God 
 

Be still and now that I am God, 

Be still and now that I am God, 

Be still and now that I am God. 
 

I am the Lord who saves and heals… 
 

In you, Lord God, I put my trust… 

Author unknown 
 Prayer of Approach 



First Reading  Psalm 139: 1–18, 23–24  
 

First Reflection   
 

Act of Remembrance 
After a moment’s silence, as the music plays, please feel free to 
light a candle where you are, in memory and thanksgiving of your 
loved one. 
 

Second Hymn  Just as the tide sweeps over silver sand 
 

Just as the tide creeps over 
silver sand 
flooding the bay with slow and 
steady gain, 
like brightening dawn across 
the eastern land, 
certain and sure is love that 
comes again. 
 

When empty eyes stare at the 
vacant chair 
and none can fill or touch the 
heart's deep pain, 
into our void of desolate 
despair, 
Jesus, pour out the love that 
comes again. 
 

When every road ahead 
seems blocked and barred 
and doubt corrodes our will 
like acid rain, 
reveal your wounds to us 
whom life has scarred, 
and help us see the love that 
lives again.

When threat and fear conspire 
friends to betray, 
and bitter failure every hope 
has slain, 
when broken trust makes dark 
the dismal day, 
Jesus, speak of the love that 
comes again. 
 
As sure as tide and dawn your 
love has come, 
come to redeem our failures 
and our pain; 
Jesus, come now, and find in 
us a home, 
revive us with the love that 
comes again. 
 

Leith Fisher © Panel on 
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Scotland 

 
 



Pastoral Prayer   
Response: ‘Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.’ 

 

Second Reading  Revelation 21: 1–6, A new heaven and a 
new earth  
 

Second Reflection  
 

Concluding Hymn  I heard the voice of Jesus say  
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say: 
'Come unto me and rest; 
Lay down, O weary one, lay 
down 
Your head upon my breast.' 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
Weary and worn and sad, 
I found in him a resting-place, 
And he has made me glad. 
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say: 
'Behold, I freely give 
The living water; thirsty one, 
Stoop down and drink and 
live.' 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
Of that life-giving stream; 
My thirst was quenched, my 
soul revived, 
And now I live in him.

I heard the voice of Jesus say: 
'I am this dark world's Light; 
Look unto me, the dawn shall 
rise, 
And all your day be bright.' 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 
In him my star, my sun; 
And in that light of life I'll walk, 
Till travelling days are done. 
 

Horatius Bonar (1808-1889) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Words of Blessing 
 



Leader: God to enfold us, 
All:  Christ to uphold us, 
Leader: Spirit to keep us in heaven’s sight. 
All:  So may God grace us, 
Leader: Heal and embrace us, 
All:  Lead us from darkness into the light. 
 
Music as we conclude  
 
 

 
 


