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Wellington 

Church 

Advent Tool Kit Instruction Manual 

Everything you need to know about how to use your Advent Tool 

Kit, including instructions, prayers, and reading guides to help 

you stay connected with the story and each other during Advent. 
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Advent 

Tool Kit 

Welcome 

Thank you for engaging with the 

Advent Tool Kit.  While we know that 

you have been through Advent 

before, and that you know the stories 

well, none of us as been through an 

Advent quite like this one.  Nor have 

we celebrated Christmas in quite this 

way.  Current rules and regulations 

around Covid-19, along with common 

sense, means that we cannot be 

together with friends, with family, as a 

church, as we usually would.  The 

‘reason for the season’ remains just 

the same, but the way we express it 

and engage with it is necessarily 

different.  So, a small team at 

Wellington has gotten together to 

create this Tool Kit for you.   

In the Tool Kit, you will find things to 

do on your own and things to do 

together whether worshipping in the 

church or at home.  Through them, we 

hope you will feel connected to each 

other and to God and also to the 

anticipation of the joy to come. 

 

 

 

If you need help along the way, 

please reach out to anyone of us, and 

we’ll guide you through.   

Together we will wait for Christ 

incarnate.   

Together we will remember acts of 

service and of love that we have 

experienced.   

Together we will act in love, knowing 

that even this very dark season will be 

overcome by the imminent light of 

Christ coming into the world. 

We wish you a joyful anticipation, 

Liz Johnson Blythe 

Kathy Galloway 

Tom Moffat 

Roger Sturrock 

+ 
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+ Introduction 

Each week of Advent will feature scripture 

readings associated with the Sunday worship 

service.  We invite you to read and engage 

with the readings each day of the week 

(leading up to or after, you decide).  Each 

week will also have a theme associated with 

an angel.  Angels are a prominent part of 

Advent and the Nativity.  Each angel has a 

slightly different role and each week we will 

focus on a specific role.  Take some time each 

day – at the start, at the end, during a lunch 

break, whenever makes sense for you - to be 

present with God and contemplate the Bible 

readings, the Angel Theme, who has been an 

angle to you, and how you can be an angel for 

someone else.   

Please decorate your angel in whatever way 

you like, cut it out, and display it in your home 

to remind you of who has been an angel to 

you.  If you are able, also take a picture of 

your angel and email it to the Wellington to 

be included in weekly worship.   

Likewise, we hope that you will decorate your 

advent wreath…or make a wreath out of 

whatever you have at home (garden 

trimmings, scarves, kitchen roll, whatever is 

safe, accessible, and effective for you).  Then, 

if you are worshiping at home, light your 

candles as the candles in the church are lit 

each Sunday.  If you are worshipping in the 

church, and if you are not, you can also light 

the candles at dinnertime, saying the liturgy, 

and offering the prayer.  Again, please share 

a picture of your wreath to display during 

worship.  

[Please note: if you need candles (either 

flame or electric) please contact the church 

office.] 
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Mark 13.24-37  

‘But in those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light,  

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  

Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in 

clouds” with great power and glory. Then he will 

send out the angels, and gather his elect from the 

four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends 

of heaven. 

‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 

branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 

you know that summer is near. So also, when you 

see these things taking place, you know that 

he* is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all these 

things have taken place. Heaven and earth will 

pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither 

the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. Beware, keep alert;* for you do not know 

when the time will come. It is like a man going on 

a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 

slaves in charge, each with his work, and 

commands the doorkeeper to be on the 

watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not 

know when the master of the house will come, in 

the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 

dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he 

comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to 

all: Keep awake.’  

 

1st Week of Advent 
In the Bible, angels appear unexpectedly at times of great extremity, when people have reached 

the limits of their experience, and do not know what lies beyond. They come as messengers of a 

power that is outwith our control, and with an invitation to gather and wait and watch.  

Who has come to you with an invitation to wait and watch this year? 

 

Isaiah 64.1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and 

come down, 

so that the mountains would quake at your 

presence—  

as when fire kindles brushwood 

and the fire causes water to boil— 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 

so that the nations might tremble at your 

presence!  

When you did awesome deeds that we did not 

expect, 

you came down, the mountains quaked at your 

presence.  

From ages past no one has heard, 

no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any God besides you, 

who works for those who wait for him.  

You meet those who gladly do right, 

those who remember you in your ways. 

But you were angry, and we sinned; 

because you hid yourself we transgressed.  

We have all become like one who is unclean, 

and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy 

cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, 

and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  

There is no one who calls on your name, 

or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 

and have delivered us into the hand of our 

iniquity.  

Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 

we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

we are all the work of your hand.  

Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 

and do not remember iniquity forever. 

Now consider, we are all your people. 
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Advent Wreath Liturgy  

Opening Responses 

O that you would tear open  

the heavens and come down…. (Is. 64,1) 

For your people watch and wait for your coming 

We long for justice, we yearn for peace 

Yet we know our own complicity with evil 

Fear and hope contend within us 

Through our tears we seek your face 

We are all your people, the work of your hand 

Give us patience to wait,  

strength to watch and faith to pray 

‘O that you would tear open  

the heavens and come down’. 

 

Responses for lighting Advent Candles 

Song verse:  

Love is a candle whose light makes a circle, 

where every face is the face of a friend. 

Widen the circle by sharing and giving – 

God’s holy dare: love everywhere 

 

Prayer: 

We light this candle for all God’s people, 

Struggling to be bearers of love 

In a troubled world. 

God, as we wait for your promise,  

give light, give love. 

 

Closing Responses 

O that you would tear open the heavens  

and come down 

On that day the stars will fall from heaven  

and the powers will be shaken 

But we do not know when the time will come 

So we watch and wait, and gather and give 

Something is happening, someone is coming 

We will prepare for a revolution,  

we will be awake to the signs of transformation,  

we will watch for the day of the Lord to come 

 
 

Angel Prayer  

Living God, this Advent time,  

Thank you for the invitation  

you are always offering. 

Keep us watchful and waiting  

for the angels in our midst. 

Help us to recognise them  

and hear their word to us 

that we may be open  

to your coming in love among us. 

Amen 
 

+ 
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Romans 15.4-13 

For whatever was written in former days was 

written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 

and by the encouragement of the scriptures we 

might have hope. May the God of steadfastness 

and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 

with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 

so that together you may with one voice glorify 

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ 

has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell 

you that Christ has become a servant of the 

circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order 

that he might confirm the promises given to the 

patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might 

glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

‘Therefore I will confess* you among the Gentiles, 

 and sing praises to your name’;  

and again he says, 

‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’;  

and again, 

‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

and let all the peoples praise him’;  

and again Isaiah says, 

‘The root of Jesse shall come, 

the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him the Gentiles shall hope.’  

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 

peace in believing, so that you may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

2nd Week of Advent 
In the Bible, angels appear unexpectedly, asking uncomfortable questions, pointing to another 

way of living, to a new hope. 

 

Who has come to you this year with a message of hope? 

 

Isaiah 11.1-10 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 

and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.   

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide by what his ears hear;  

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the 

wicked.  

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them.  

The cow and the bear shall graze, 

their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the 

asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on 

the adder’s den.  

They will not hurt or destroy 

on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of 

the Lord as the waters cover the sea.  

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a 

signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of 

him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
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Advent Wreath Liturgy  

Opening Responses 

Something is happening, someone is coming 

Prepare the way of the Lord 

Don’t be afraid, he is coming with tenderness 

Prepare the way of the Lord 

Listen to him, he is speaking peace 

Prepare the way of the Lord 

He comes to give what is good; cry out good news 

Prepare the way of the Lord 

He is coming to make his home in our hearts 

Prepare the way of the Lord 

 

Responses for lighting Advent Candles 

Song verse:  

Hope is a candle once lit by the prophets, 

never consumed, though it burns through the 

years: 

dim in the daylight of power and privilege –  

When they are gone, hope will shine on. 

 

Prayer: 

We light this candle for all God’s prophets, 

Confronting injustice and restoring the dream 

Of a world of freedom and peace. 

God, as we wait for your promise,  

give light, give hope. 

 

Closing Responses 

Something is happening, someone is coming 

What has been will pass away  

and all will be changed 

Something is happening, someone is coming 

The lowly will be lifted up  

and the mighty will be brought down 

Something is happening, someone is coming 

Love and faith will meet;  

justice and peace will kiss each other 

Prepare a straight road  

in the wilderness of our lives 

He is coming in the power  

and gentleness of the Spirit 

 

Angel Prayer  

Living God, in these difficult times, 

let us hear your message  

of comfort once again, 

not just our comfort, 

but with the gentleness of your holding 

to those who need it most. 

Amen 
 

+ 
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For as the earth brings forth its shoots,  

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring 

up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and 

praise to spring up before all the nations. 

 

John 1.6-8, 19-28 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was 

John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 

that all might believe through him. He himself was 

not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews 

sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 

‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not deny it, 

but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ And they 

asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I 

am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, 

‘No.’ Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us 

have an answer for those who sent us. What do you 

say about yourself?’ He said, 

‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

“Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They 

asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are 

neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 

prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with 

water. Among you stands one whom you do not 

know, the one who is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took 

place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was 

baptizing. 

 

3rd Week of Advent 
In the Bible, angels appear unexpectedly, and point us in directions we might not have chosen 

by ourselves. They show us the path to peace. 

 

Who has come to you this year and pointed you in a different direction? 

 
 

Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

because the Lord has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the 

oppressed, 

to bind up the broken-hearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

and release to the prisoners;  

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, 

and the day of vengeance of our God; 

to comfort all who mourn;  

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.  

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 

the devastations of many generations.  

Lord love justice, 

I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

and I will make an everlasting covenant with 

them.  

Their descendants shall be known among the 

nations, 

and their offspring among the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge 

that they are a people whom the Lord has 

blessed.  

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 

my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of 

salvation, he has covered me with the robe of 

righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself 

with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself 

with her jewels.  
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Advent Wreath Liturgy  

Opening Responses 

He is coming in the power  

and gentleness of the Spirit 

We will always rejoice 

He is bringing good news to the poor 

We will never stop praying 

He is binding up the broken-hearted 

We will give thanks in every circumstance 

He is proclaiming liberty to captives  

and release to prisoners 

So we will not quench the Spirit,  

nor despise the words of prophets; 

but test everything,  

and hold fast to what is good. 

For God has promised, and God is faithful. 

 

Responses for lighting Advent Candles 

Song verse:  

Peace is a candle to show us a pathway, 

Threatened by gusts from our rage and our greed: 

Friend, feel no envy for those in the shadows –  

Violence and force their dead-end course. 

 

Prayer: 

We light this candle for all God’s messengers, 

Preparing the way for change, 

Signs pointing to a new age to come. 

God, as we wait for your promise,  

give light, give peace. 
 

Closing Responses 

He is coming in the power  

and gentleness of the Spirit 

Holy is his name 

He has scattered the proud in heart  

and brought down the powerful 

Holy is his name 

He has filled the hungry with good things  

and sent the rich away empty 

Holy is his name 

For the Lord loves justice  

and reveals goodness to the nations 

Our spirits rejoice in God our Saviour  

We bear witness to the light. 

 

Angel Prayer  

Living God, you invite us to prepare the way, 

you restore your people's life and hope. 

In the midst of our struggles, 

even when we feel  

like voices crying in the wilderness, 

help us to hold fast to your great goodness 

and in our lives proclaim your justice.  

Amen. 
 

+ 
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Luke 1.26-38 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by 

God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 

virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, 

of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, 

favoured one! The Lord is with you.’* But she was 

much perplexed by his words and pondered what 

sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 

her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 

favour with God. And now, you will conceive in 

your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 

Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son 

of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him 

the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over 

the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How 

can this be, since I am a virgin?’* The angel said to 

her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born* will be holy; he will 

be called Son of God. And now, your relative 

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; 

and this is the sixth month for her who was said to 

be barren. For nothing will be impossible with 

God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of 

the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ 

Then the angel departed from her. 

 

4th Week of Advent 
In the Bible, an angel visited Mary 

with a message that transformed her life forever, the message of God coming close. 

 

Who, this year, has been a messenger of God coming close for you? 

 

2 Samuel 7.1-11, 16 

Now when the king was settled in his house, and 

the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies 

around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, 

‘See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the 

ark of God stays in a tent.’ Nathan said to the 

king, ‘Go, do all that you have in mind; for 

the Lord is with you. ’But that same night the 

word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my 

servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the 

one to build me a house to live in? I have not 

lived in a house since the day I brought up the 

people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I 

have been moving about in a tent and a 

tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about 

among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak 

a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, 

whom I commanded to shepherd my people 

Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a 

house of cedar?’ Now therefore thus you shall 

say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of 

hosts: I took you from the pasture, from 

following the sheep to be prince over my people 

Israel; and I have been with you wherever you 

went, and have cut off all your enemies from 

before you; and I will make for you a great 

name, like the name of the great ones of the 

earth. And I will appoint a place for my people 

Israel and will plant them, so that they may live 

in their own place, and be disturbed no more; 

and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as 

formerly, from the time that I appointed judges 

over my people Israel; and I will give you rest 

from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord 

declares to you that the Lord will make you a 

house. Your house and your kingdom shall be 

made sure for ever before me; your throne shall 

be established for ever. 
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Advent Wreath Liturgy  

Opening Responses 

Because God chose not a palace but a tent 

We bear witness to the light 

Because God chose to be one of us,  

not apart from us 

We bear witness to the light 

Because God chose the margins,  

not the centre 

We bear witness to the light 

Because a woman said yes  

when she could have said no 

We bear witness to the light 

For nothing is impossible for God 

 

Responses for lighting Advent Candles 

Song verse:  

Joy is a candle of mystery and laughter, 

Mystery of light that is born in the dark; 

laughter at hearing the voice of an angel, 

ever so near, casting out fear. 

 

Prayer: 

We light this candle for all God-bearers, 

Saying ‘yes’ to God’s challenge, 

Accepting the pain and joy of an unknown future. 

God, as we wait for your promise,  

give light, give joy. 

 

Closing Responses 

O that you would tear open the heavens  

and come down 

to your fragile, faithless people. 

Nothing is impossible for God 

Something is happening,  

someone is coming, 

prepare the way of the Lord. 

Nothing is impossible for God 

He is coming in the power  

and gentleness of the Spirit 

to bring good news to the poor  

and justice to the nations 

Nothing is impossible for God 

 

 

We bear witness to the light, 

to a child born in weakness,  

to the divine made human, 

to a new way of being  

and knowing and doing 

Nothing is impossible for God 

May Christ be born anew in our hearts 

May our homes and churches  

be open to welcome all in his name 

May his hope, his peace, his love,  

transform our broken world 

For nothing is impossible for God 

 

Angel Prayer  

Living God, 

you have given us a sign of your love 

through the gift of Jesus 

Open our hearts to receive him with joy, 

that we may also open our hearts 

to welcome all people as sisters and brothers. 

Amen 

 

+ 
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Luke 2.1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor 

Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration and was 

taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All 

went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph 

also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 

because he was descended from the house and 

family of David. He went to be registered with 

Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child. While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. And she gave 

birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands 

of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 

was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the 

fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do 

not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 

this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you 

will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 

in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 

God and saying,  

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

   and on earth peace among those whom he 

favours!’ 

Christmas Day 
In the Bible, on the day of Jesus’ birth, angels sang, and shepherds were amazed. 

 

When the angels had left them and gone into 

heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let 

us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has taken place, which the Lord has made 

known to us.’ So they went with haste and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. When they saw this, they made known 

what had been told them about this child; and 

all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all 

these words and pondered them in her 

heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard and seen, as 

it had been told them. 
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Christmas Day Liturgy  

Opening Responses 

A child is born 

A child to save us 

We share the news with great joy 

A child is born 

A child to challenge us 

We share the news with great joy 

A child is born 

A child for the world 

We share the news with great joy 

 

 

Responses for lighting Christmas Candles 

Song verse:  

Christ is the light that the prophets awaited, 

Christ is the lion, the lamb and the child. 

Christ is the love and the mystery and laughter – 

Candles make way! Christ is the day 

 

Prayer: 

We light this candle for the newborn Christ, 

reawakening hope and faith –  

the Word embodied for our time 

God, as we receive your promise,  

You are Light. You are Hope. 

 
 

Angel Prayer  

Living God, on this Christmas day, 

even though it be different, or difficult, 

may Christ be born in our hearts anew 

That we may be amazed, and surprised by joy. 

Amen. 
 

+ 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Advent Tool Kit has been made complete 

and found its way to you by the generous gift of 

time from Helen Sturrock, in conjunction with 

Congregational Life, and by Glenda White and 

her mighty printer.  We offer special thanks to 

them for their contributions. 

+ 

Wellington Church 
77 Southpark Ave 

Glasgow 

G12 8LE 

wellingtonchurch@btinternet.com 

0141 339 0454 

www.wellingtonchurch.co.uk 


