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   Welcome to all 

 
Love one another, as I have loved you (John 15:12) 

 
We welcome into the life and worship of our congregation people of every race, gender, background, age,  
sexual orientation, mental or physical ability. 
 
 
We affirm our diversity and the dignity of each person. 
 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  (Romans 15:7) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  
  

  

Wellington Church, 77 Southpark Ave, Glasgow  G12 8LE    

Office: Tel: 01413390454        

www.wellingtonchurch.co.uk 

  

Assisting Minister: Dr Roger Sturrock    Locum: Rev Liz Johnson Blyth 

Tel: 0141942 8001       Tel: 07885536984 

email: RSturrock@churchofscotland.org.uk    

     
Church Copyright Licence 1899714    Music Reproduction Licence 1899721 SC 000289 Wellington Church of Scotland registered charity 

 

 

               February 2021 

http://www.wellingtonchurch.co.uk/


2 

“Look for something positive each day, even if some days 
you have to look a little harder!” 

 
Dear Friends 

 
The caption for this New Year reflection was taken from a notice 
board put up in a hospital in England.  The staff coming in to work 
are encouraged to write something on it so that everyone can 
benefit as they pass by going about their work.  

 
I guess that most of us would 
want to forget the year 2020 and 
the arrival of the pandemic, but 
2020 was not all negative – who 
could forget Captain Tom’s 
wonderful effort to raise funds for 
the NHS!   
 
 

There were many other spontaneous acts of sacrifice and 
kindness throughout the year not least the work of NHS staff 
going the ‘second mile’.  The prospects for 2021 look brighter as 
the vaccines are rolled out but the work of returning to a more 
normal life will be hard as the ‘lock down’ effects on education 
and unemployment are grappled with.  We have been able to ‘do 
church’ via Zoom and YouTube and there have been unexpected 
benefits from this but it is not the same as meeting together and 
seeing each other face to face. 
 
This coming year will be a challenging one for us as church as we 
explore the possibility of transition ministry and continue to 
assess how our building can be ultimately handed over to 
Glasgow University.     
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As I am writing this piece, a verse from Isaiah 43:18 & 19 came 
into my mind: 
 

“Forget about what’s happened; 
    don’t keep going over old history. 

Be alert, be present. I’m about to do something brand-new. 
    It’s bursting out! Don’t you see it? 

(The Mssg.) 
 

The phrase ‘bursting out’ reminds us of the promise of Spring and 
that God is a God of new beginnings! 
Another quote from the hospital notice board reminds us to make 
the most of every opportunity that comes along: 

 

“Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass, 
It’s about learning to dance in the rain!” 

 

As we head into 2021 may we all know God’s guidance and 
blessing as we seek his will for us in every aspect of our lives and 
may he help us ‘to dance in the rain.’ 
Roger Sturrock 
 
Note from Editor:  Since the newsletter went to press we heard the sad 
news that Captain Tom died of Covid19. We mourn his loss and celebrate 
his achievements.  

 
Lenten Tool Kits 
 

Can you believe Lent is nearly upon us?   
The journey begins Ash Wednesday, 17 February.  Because we 
are still not able to be physically together, we have decided to 
provide you with another Tool Kit to see you through.  In mid-
February you should receive a packet that includes several items 
to aid in your journey through Lent as well as a booklet of 
reflections.  If you do not receive a kit, please check the website 
where you will be able to find a link to the booklet.  We hope you’ll 
enjoy the Lenten process as much as Advent and, as always, 
we’d love to see your pictures of engaging with the items.  Please 
put your pictures in the dropbox on the Wellington Church 
website, or contact Liz Johnson Blythe 
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(lblythe@wellingtonchurch.co.uk) and she will help you to submit 
your photos.  May we have a good, meaningful, and challenging 
journey…together. 
Liz 
 
 

 
          Wellington Lenten Appeal 
 
  The Three charities chosen for this year’s Lenten Appeal are: 
 

1. The Hillhead High School Hardship Fund - helps to provide 
necessities for poorer pupils; 
2. Church Action on Poverty - campaigns against laws and 
structures that promote poverty and inequality in the UK and 
works to help the poor help themselves through Food Pantries 
and other self-help groups; 
3. UNICEF’s Covid 19 Vaccine Programme - taking the 
vaccines to poorer countries and helping to organise the 
distribution of the vaccine. 
 
It has been a year of great upheaval that has hit the poor hardest, 
in the UK and abroad. We want to give practical help but also to 
work to overcome some of the causes of poverty. 
Lent begins on the 17th February and the Lent Communion is on 
the 21st February, which is also Church Action on Poverty 
Sunday.  Donations to the Special collection on the 21st will go to 
the joint Lenten Appeal and hopefully launch it well. 
 
For further information on the Lenten Appeal visit the church 
website here:  
https://wellingtonchurch.co.uk/lenten-appeal/ 
 
Maureen  Small  (Mission and Outreach) 
 
 
 

mailto:lblythe@wellingtonchurch.co.uk
https://wellingtonchurch.co.uk/lenten-appeal/
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Lent Studies 2021 
 
Based on the film “The Way” starring 
Martin Sheen.  We will be reviewing 
film clips as an aid to discussion.   
 
Dates for the studies are: Tuesday, 
16th February at 7.30pm to view the 
film. Tuesdays, 23rd February, 2nd and 
9th March, Wednesday, 17th March 
(note change of day) and Tuesday, 
23rd March.  Time: 7.30 pm. 
 
You can get the Bible study booklet 
from Amazon (£6.88) and there is a 
cheaper Kindle version.  
 

All studies will be on the Zoom platform.  Zoom link from Rev. 
Roger Sturrock.   Contact Tel: 0141 942 8001 or Email:  
RSturrock@churchofscotland.org.uk 
 
 
Wellington Transition Team 
 
They are: 
Liz Johnson Blythe (chair) 
Tom Moffat (clerk) 
Wendy Alexander 
David Blackhurst 
Grace Franklin 
Claire McDiarmid 
Beccy Rechenberg 
Eleanor Small 
 
Exciting things are afoot at church…well, not AT church.  Nothing 
much is happening AT church, but the church is still at work…that 
is, the people are still at work.   

mailto:RSturrock@churchofscotland.org.uk
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In December the Presbytery gave the Glasgow Presbytery 
Strategic Planning Group permission to apply for a Transition 
Ministry position on behalf of Wellington Church.  A Transition 
Minister is installed by Faith Nurture in consultation with the 
Presbytery and the individual church to help the church undertake 
a significant change.  Strategic Planning thought Wellington was 
a good fit for a Transition Minister, and so the Transition Team 
got to work on the lengthy and in depth form.  In the week 
between Christmas and New Year, leaning heavily on Claire 
McDiarmid and Donald Murray, but with the efforts of the whole 
group, the Transition Team was able to submit to Strategic 
Planning a document that would become the backbone of the 
application.   
 
Following the submission of the applications, the Transition Team 
began a process called Dwelling in the Word.  Chair, Liz Johnson 
Blythe, invited the group to listen to Luke 10.1-12 twice.  Each 
was asked to listen for what grabbed their attention and then sit 
with it.  A fruitful discussion was had after which the eight began 
discussing questions, which Liz had posed to them.   
 
The Transition Team is:   

• a small group of members and adherents who are 
passionate about Wellington 

• open to ideas from all aspects of our church 

• building on the past and present, trying hard to discern 
how/what God is calling us to be in the future 

  
The Transition Team is not:  

• the group of people making all of the transition into 
Wellington’s future happen - there is work for all of us 

• deaf - we want to hear from you 

• wanting to change Wellington into something completely new 
and different 

  
So, we need your help.  We want to know what are your answers 
to the questions posed: 
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1 What good ministry experiences have you had at 

Wellington? 
 

2 When have you especially felt/experienced the Holy Spirit at 
Wellington? 
 

3 What difficult times do you remember at Wellington? 
 
The only unhelpful answers are the ones you keep to yourself; so 
please send your responses to lblythe@wellingtonchurch.co.uk. 
 And we need your prayer for us as the Transition Team and for 
the whole of Wellington. 
With gratitude,     
your Transition Team 
 
 
UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
 
22 January was a big day!  
All over the world celebratory events, organised by peace groups 
and others, were held to mark the implementation of the United 
Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, already 
supported by 130 nation, has now been ratified by 51 (with many 
more to come soon) and thus passed the threshold required for it 
to become international law in these countries. This means that 
nuclear weapons are banned in the same way as chemical and 
biological weapons, land mines and cluster bombs. 
   
Unfortunately our own UK government has not yet ratified the 
treaty.  Since 1983 the Church of Scotland’s General Assembly 
has repeatedly affirmed its support for nuclear disarmament  - on 
the basis that there is no moral or thrological justification for 
nuclear weapons, and more recently has expressed its opposition 
to the renewal of the Trident weapons system, carried by the 
submarine fleet based at Faslane, uncomfortably close to 
Glasgow, costing many billions of pounds.   

mailto:lblythe@wellingtonchurch.co.uk
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On top of the moral arguments against the possession or use of 
nuclear weapons, Trident renewal makes no sense practically, 
strategically (the concept of nuclear deterrence is fundamentally 
flawed, and nuclear weapons are intrinsically dangerous in view 
of the perpetual possibility of accident or misuse) or economically  
- especially at a time when there is such a clear and urgent need 
to increase public expenditure on the health, welfare and social 
care services and other significant areas. 
 
Over recent years opinion polls have consistently shown that the 
majority of Scottish people support nuclear disarmament; so does 
the Scottish government; so do the Roman Catholic bishops as 
well as the General Assembly.  The convener of the Church of 
Scotland’s Faith Impact Forum, the Very Rev Dr Susan Brown, 
has issued a statement welcoming the implementation of the 
Nuclear Ban treaty, and the Moderator, Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair, 
took part in a vigil of church leaders on 22 January to mark its 
coming into force.   
 
It is not acceptable for the UK government – apparently to ensure 
a continuing seat at ‘the top table’(the UN Security Council) – to 
remain committed to a policy that is morally irresponsible, and 
such a colossal waste of public funds that are urgently needed 
elsewhere, and now moreover flies in the face of what is 
recognised elsewhere as international law. 
 
Norman Shanks 
 

PALESTINE/ISRAEL – A Cry for Hope and Justice 

In the middle of this third lockdown, with the Covid-19 pandemic 
at last showing some signs of easing, there are high expectations 
that the vaccination process will lead to a reducing of restrictions 
and the restoration of some of the activities and social 
interactions we have been missing so much.   
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Day by day we hear the official statistics and the comparisons 
with the situation in other countries.  In the media reports 
consistently at or near the top of the list of countries where 
vaccination is being achieved is the state of Israel.  But there has 
been substantially less coverage of the shameful fact that, as 
reported by a United Nations human rights expert, the 
arrangements do not make adequate provision for Palestinians in 
Israel; and while vaccine has been supplied to Jewish settlements 
on the West Bank, the authorities have failed to take responsibility 
for providing vaccine for Palestinians living there, in East 
Jerusalem and in Gaza.  
 
On Palestinian rights more generally, another recent significant 
press report (The Guardian, 12 January), referred to a publication 
by the highly regarded Israeli human rights organisation B’Tselem 
(a Church of Scotland partner organisation) which says that Israel 
is not a democracy but an ‘apartheid state’ within which 
Palestinians are second–class citizens and have various levels of 
human rights depending on what area they live in, but none have 
the full civil rights enjoyed by Jewish people.  
 
Week by week Sabeel, the ecumenical liberation theology centre 

based in Jerusalem, produces a ‘Wave of Prayer’ which circulates 

world-wide, seeking prayers for justice in Palestine and Israel and  

bringing to attention a catalogue of injustice and violent incidents 

– for example, house demolitions, woundings and killings of 

innocent Palestinians, settlement expansion by Israeli 

government in direct flouting of United Nations resolutions despite 

continuing international representations.   

What can we do?  It cannot be emphasised too much that to be 

critical of the policies and actions of the Israeli government is not 

anti-semitic.  Clearly we can pray about the situation and seek to 

keep ourselves informed.   
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We can write to our MPs requesting them to urge the Government 

to take a stronger line – for example, on the recognition of the 

Palestinian state and the cessation of arms sales to Israel.   

We can be discriminating in our purchases (for instance, by 

avoiding buying anything that originates in an Israeli settlement, 

or even in Israel itself), and thus align ourselves with the ‘Boycott, 

Divestment, Sanctions’ movement that seeks to put economic 

pressure on the Israeli government. 

And there is one other possibility.   

Last July Palestinian Christian leaders launched A Cry for Hope; 

a Call to Decisive Action seeking urgently the support of 

churches and Christians world-wide in their quest for justice.  This 

is an impressive and moving statement, rooted in commitment to 

the integrity of the Gospel and the primacy of ‘the logic of love’, 

calling on churches at all levels – individuals, congregations, 

denominations, ecumenical organisations – to engage in a 

process of study, reflection and action.   

The web-sites  www.cryforhope.org/ and at  www.sabeel-

kairos.org.uk/category/taking-action/campaign-a-cry-for-hope/  

provide further more detailed information, including possibilities 

for action, which I hope we may pursue as a congregation and I 

invite you to consider doing individually,  including the opportunity 

to sign a petition in support of the ‘Cry for Hope’ campaign. 

Norman Shanks 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.cryforhope.org/
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Swans in Bingham’s Pool 
 
Lynn Kitchen who has been keeping us up to date with the 
growing family of swans in Bingham’s Pond.  
Here are my latest photo of them not appreciating the small area 
not frozen and with too many interlopers: 

Living Life for Today 
A recent letter in the Herald included these words written by a 
Christian pastor in Pakistan who knows what it is to suffer 
persecution as a member of a minority faith in his country and I 
would like to share them with you.  
Kate Fyfe 
 
He writes : 
Yesterday is history 
Tomorrow is a mystery 
Today is a gift from God 

which is why we call it the present. 
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The way of the saints 

 
We took our boots off – for the 

land 

on which we stood was holy. 
Not just because the feet of saints 

had sanctified the sacred way - 

Our passage echoing their trek; 
Resonances of their very selves 

In our dissolving footprints, 

Impressions quick to mind then 
lost. 

 

We walked barefoot because the 
land 

Was as God meant the earth to be. 

The swarming swallows 
swooping low 

Across the louring and capacious 

skies, 
Seals booming bass in harmony. 

Ridged sand between our toes 

gave way 
to squelching mud milled for a 

million years. Time infinite and 

limitless and everlasting; 
and two small forms merged with 

the magnitudes of space and time, 
Held in the cosmic hands of God. 

 

We took our boots off - for the land 
On which we stood was holy. 

 

Glenda White 
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Shark 
by Margaret Luft Heaney (January 25, 2021, Glasgow, Scotland) 
  
I have a beautiful fin. 
I'm slick as skin. 
If I sink, I might turn pink. 
What am I? 
Am I a worm 
that squiggles and squirms? 
Am I a bird 
that sings to be heard? 
Do you give up? 
I am a shark.  
I glow in the dark. 
 
Thank you to Michael T. Heaney for sending in 6 year old 
Margaret’s poem. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

2020 proved to be a particularly challenging year as COVID-19 
made worse the problems that young people and families we 
work alongside already struggled with.  Last March, at the start of 
the lockdown, we were very quickly forced to adapt our work as it 
was vital that we continued to support our young people and their 
families during this very difficult and distressing time. We were 
able to provide practical support in the form of supermarket 
vouchers, internet grants and essential items. This was made 
possible thanks to the generosity of numerous funders to help 
those most in need during this crisis. We used our large social 
media presence to interact and engage with young people in 
various forms. We provided weekly Instagram live events which 
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staff and volunteers facilitated, ranging from musical 
performances, cooking shows, and fitness workouts. We also 
entered the world of online gaming to the delight of our young 
people! While this was very fun for all involved it allowed us the 
chance to spend a couple of hours a day chatting to our young 
people in a relaxed and safe environment.  

 

As lockdown restrictions eased and the summer approached, we 
were able to start face to face outdoor one to one mentoring and 
small group activities. Every Wednesday from August until the 
middle of October we made use of the brilliant Endura lifecycle 
trust which is a mountain biking centre purposely built for young 
people. It was evident to see the benefit that the young people 
were getting from not just the activity but the social aspect of the 
sessions as well. Other activities included during that time 
included footgolf, Kayaking and Fishing!  

 

Christmas is a huge part of our work and we aim to pull out all the 
stops to provide our young people and their families with some 
joy at this time of year as it is often a stressful and difficult time. 
We met online with volunteers and young leaders to discuss how 
best to adapt our usual programme to the restrictions. We ran an 
online Christmas card competition with the winner featuring as 
our first ever GK Christmas card! Instead of our usual Christmas 
party, bringing together 100 or so young people from all the 
communities we work with, we decided that we would take the 
Christmas party to them. This meant we had a total of 4 
Christmas parties across Glasgow, with a fantastic 3 course meal, 
presents for all and of course a visit from Santa and his helpers! 
Alongside the parties we were able to provide practical support 
for families in the form of presents, supermarket vouchers and 
Santa packs. We had the privilege of being able to deliver these 
over the course of a week to each family and got to spend some 
time chatting to them. This was a very uplifting and moving end to 
what was a difficult year for all, we were very happy to play a 
small part in providing our families with some joy. We are grateful 
for the support from Wellington Church, particularly as 2021 will 
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continue to be a tough time for young people and their families 
living in poverty in Glasgow.  

 

It has been an honour for me to be able to support the work of 
theGKexperience over the last few years, latterly as Chair of the 
Board of Trustees. The staff continually amaze me with their 
creativity, generosity and indefatigability of spirit in supporting 
vulnerable young people facing great hardship and barriers in the 
poorest communities of Glasgow. In this difficult period, many 
charities are struggling to maintain levels of funding, and the 
national Church of Scotland has recently had to significantly 
reduce the core funding of theGKexperience from £45k per year 
to £22k per year - and this is likely to continue to reduce. If you 
wish to make a contribution to theGKexperience directly, you can 
do so by: 
Cheques to be made out to: 
theGKexperience 
Current address for correspondence: 
12 Mosshead Road, Bearsden, G61 3HN  
Bank transfers and/or standing orders can be made to: 
theGKexperience 
Sort code: 60-83-01 
Account No.: 20260079 
Bank: Unity Trust 
With many thanks and best wishes 
Niall Hardie 
Chair of the Board of Trustees,   theGKexperience 
 

 

International Welcome Club 
 
It isn’t wise to forecast anything currently – all I’m prepared to say 
is that Wellington’s annual  BURNS NIGHT held on Friday 29 
January 2021 by virtue of ZOOM, was planned to be a big 
success with a big attendance.   The Crypt could seat 62 or 
thereabouts.  ZOOM (set up by courtesy of Rebecca) can take 
around 100. That’s what we aimed for.  (This is written before the 
event takes place, hence the hesitation) 
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With the help of a neat little video promo (courtesy of Ahmad) 
which those using their mobile phones as their main 
communication modem would see and respond to, we certainly 
tried to do that. 

And the content – in some 
respects – resembled previous 
years: Burns said in Russian 
(courtesy of Natalia who learned 
Burns as a child there); Burns 
sung in Hungarian (courtesy of 
Boglarka and her children whose 
country holds Burns in high regard 
along with their own national poet); 
Burns said in English by various 
people around the world using 
English as another language.   

And Burns said in Scots by 
Wellington’s own : Herbert 
Runciman who addressed the 
Haggis; Tom Moffat who recited 
Tam O’Shanter and Roger 
Sturrock who told the ‘Tam’ story.   

And of course the input from the Conversation Corner NESSIEs 
(Native English Speakers Sharing Information and Experience): 
Andrew Currie who prepared ‘A Man’s a Man for aw’ that’  and 
Judith Johnston who gave us: ‘Oh Were’t thou in the cauld blast’. 

The musicians who have kindly agreed to contribute on the Burns 
Night on ZOOM include Wellington choral scholar Heloise and her 
partner Javi, and Janet and Leon who played at one of the Burns 
nights in the crypt and who are both recovering from Covid. 

We knew beforehand that our ‘tech expert’  Laura Olarte 
Fernandez would keep us moving properly through shared 
screens, powerpoints and imported videos.  And continuously, 
throughout all the planning of the Burns night - but importantly 
throughout all this past year of lockdown/homestay/release and 



17 

lockdown 2 – there has been the constant team of the 
International Welcome Club making these things happen: Liz 
Davidson, Isabel Macmillan, Joyce Smith, Lyn Dunachie, 
Margaret Houston and Isobel McFaull.  I’m very proud of them 
all.  And would like to say a very big, public THANK YOU to each 
and every one. 

They have moved the weekly English Language Conversation 
Corner – seamlessly – onto weekly ZOOM CC sessions.  Ably 
assisted by Kenny Kan and Dion (whose daughter Kelly’s first 
birthday was celebrated with cake on ZOOM) and Natalia in 
Turkey.  Now around 30 people are in those sessions (two on 
Wednesdays). Some regulars ZOOM in from Kuwait, Taiwan, 
China, Japan and other places. New people keep coming through 
local connections and people talking to other people and saying 
how the Club has benefitted them.   The Team has also been 
responsible for the Friday evening Club nights. There we’ve had 
interesting times with an update on what Multiplex is doing 
creating the new University campus, a look at the planets led by 
Robin Green assisted by a young Hatem in Wales, and upcoming 
travels with Mark Rickards.  

We’re always looking for interesting things to do and speakers to 
share their knowledge with us on our FUN FRIDAYS. So if 
anyone reading this has something interesting to share (hobby, 
experience, craft or other skill) please get in touch:  
grace@iwelcomeclub.com 

 

Wellington Church International Welcome Club 

Please join us on facebook group:  Wellington Church International Club 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/38834589841/ then follow the link to the current page. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:grace@iwelcomeclub.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/38834589841/
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Evening Worship Rota 
 
We are looking for people who would be happy to join our rota for 
leading the Joint Evening Worship on Sundays at 7 .00 pm. The 
format is flexible, however, the delivery is via ZOOM and the 
length should be 30-40 minutes. There is also a wealth of 
knowledge and support within the organizing team and we would 
of course extend any assistance needed to anyone who 
volunteers to lead. If you consider joining the rota, please contact 
Rebecca Gebauer at  rebecca@wellingtonchurch.co.uk 
  

 
 
Congregational Register 
 

DEATH 
 

Miss Barbara Clark  8th December 2020 
 
Covid-19 update  
 
It has been some time (last July) since we prepared a bulletin of 
this nature, the need seeming to have receded as restricted living 
became normal to us all and, to a certain extent, as there seemed 
to be a trend back to normality including the resumption of 
worship in the Wellington building. However, a return to lockdown 
at the start of this new year which looks like it will last close to or 
beyond the anniversary of our first on-line service on the 22nd of 
March last year makes this feel like an appropriate moment to 
give an update. 
 
The building is of course secured and, given the time of year and 
temperatures, an appropriate level of heating is being maintained 
to prevent any frost damage and protect sensitive contents, 
particularly the organ. The preparation of frozen meals for 
distribution to several organisations reaching out to those in need 
continues in the crypt with appropriate measures in place.  
 

mailto:rebecca@wellingtonchurch.co.uk
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Anthea, our church secretary, continues to work from home; 
Rebecca, our church officer, is furloughed and Alan, our musical 
director, along with our choral scholars Heloise and Will, continue 
to creatively deliver musical content for our worship services. 
Fortunately at this time of year the grounds do not require a major 
amount of work but as spring arrives this will be attended to. 
 
Worship is of course online at present but since last March we 
have developed a variety of options which allow us to adapt 
flexibly to the requirements of external restrictions and the 
preferences of our team of worship leaders. Planning for Lent is 
underway and the Mission and Outreach Committee is organising 
for our Lenten Appeal. When there is a change in the government 
restrictions we will assess the impact and open the building for 
worship on a Sunday morning as soon as practical. 
 
The life of our fellowship continues the now well established 
patterns of on-line worship, bible study, virtual tea party, 
conversation corner and international welcome club. This activity 
is of course facilitated by the enthusiasm of the participants and 
those who give their time and energy to prepare and lead 
sessions something we can all give thanks for and count 
ourselves blessed by.  
 
The work of Session and it’s various sub-committees is now more 
or less back to (on-line) normal and you will have seen 
information in the weekly notes on progress made with Presbytery 
in moving towards the appointment of a Transition Minister. There 
are a number of steps to move along including approval by the 
congregation but given that we are into our fourth year of vacancy 
this does feel like a good path to be travelling. 
 
The financial impact of the past 10 months has been significant 
even though the loss of rental income has been partially offset by 
a reduction in costs and in planning for the immediate future it is 
clear that the impacts will continue for some time. Scottish CND 
have chosen to terminate their lease on space in the Allan Halls 
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and it is also likely that some of the organisations that have 
previously rented space for their activities may make other 
alternatives. Session has discussed and agreed a budget for the 
forthcoming year which anticipates a significant deficit and David 
is in the midst of gathering all the information required to produce 
our annual accounts. We are fortunate to hold sufficient reserves 
to be able to weather these pressures in the medium term and 
doubly fortunate to recently have received an extremely generous 
bequest from the estate of Jenny Macpherson. 
 
We hope this update is helpful and reassures everyone that 
Wellington remains in good shape as an organisation. As usual, if 
you have any concerns, questions or suggestions please contact 
your Elder or one of us. 
 
Claire McDiarmid, Donald Murray, David Blackhurst 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deadline for Easter edition: 17th March 


