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                                                              Welcome to all 
 

Love one another, as I have loved you (John 15:12) 
 

We welcome into the life and worship of our congregation people of every race, gender, background, age,  
sexual orientation, mental or physical ability. 
 
We affirm our diversity and the dignity of each person. 
 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  (Romans 15:7) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  
  

  

Wellington Church, 77 Southpark Ave, Glasgow  G12 8LE    

Office: Tel: 01413390454        

www.wellingtonchurch.co.uk 

  

Assisting Minister: Dr Roger Sturrock    Locum: Rev Liz Johnson Blyth 

Tel: 0141942 8001       Tel: 07885536984 

email: RSturrock@churchofscotland.org.uk      Email: lblythe@wellingtonchurch.co.uk 

     
Church Copyright Licence 1899714    Music Reproduction Licence 1899721 SC 000289 Wellington Church of Scotland registered charity 

 

 

               Easter 2021 

http://www.wellingtonchurch.co.uk/


2 

Minister’s letter: 

Dear Friends 

If you want to watch a film about 
the life of Jesus over this Easter 
period you will find that there 
are over 25 titles to choose 
from.  Some are satirical like 
“Monty Python’s Life of Brian” 
whilst others like Mel Gibson’s 
film “The Passion of the Christ” 
try to realistically depict the last 
week in the life of Jesus as 
recorded by the Gospel writers.   Mel Gibson’s film uses Hebrew, 
Greek and Latin in the dialogues but despite this, is the highest 
grossing religious film in the USA! 
 
I must confess that I have been somewhat cynical about using 
film to portray Jesus’ life history until I came across the film 
“Jesus of Montreal”.   As the name implies, the film is set in 
Quebec and was written and directed by Denis Arcand.   
It first featured in 1989 and won a number of awards including the 
Cannes Grand Prix and the Cannes Jury prize.  The film centres 
around Daniel, a young and gifted actor who is hired by a Roman 
Catholic Priest (Father Leclerc) to re-work a passion play that is 
annually held in the grounds of a hillside shrine overlooking 
Montreal.   Daniel recruits an unlikely group of four actors as the 
cast - a single mother (the priest’s secret mistress), a model who 
has never done any serious acting, a middle aged man who does 
‘voice overs’ for porn films and an odd character who longs to 
perform in Shakespeare’s Hamlet!  
 
The film draws you in to seeing how, in the process of creating 
the passion play, the last week of Jesus’ life is depicted in an 
unusual and often shocking way.  This portrayal is not for the faint 
hearted!  As one critic at the time said: 
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“It's an original and uncompromising attempt to explore what 
really might happen, if the spirit of Jesus were to walk among us 
in these timid and materialistic times.” 

Roger Ebert 
(Roger Ebert was the film critic of the Chicago Sun-Times from 
1967 until his death in 2013. In 1975, he won the Pulitzer Prize for 
distinguished criticism.) 
 
There is a dramatic climax at the film’s ending when Jesus’ death 
is portrayed as leading to a new way to look at life and a new 
heart for living life to the full.    I would encourage you to view the 
film to see how this is achieved!  
The Easter story continually reminds us that the Christian 
message is about new beginnings and that even in the dark times 
of the current pandemic, there is the hope and the opportunity to 
experience Christ’s resurrection power in our own lives and in the 
life of the church! 
Happy Easter!   

Roger Sturrock 

 
Rolling Away the Stone, maybe.  
We are nearly through our lenten journey.  We 
have more than 52 Sundays of digital worship 
under our belts, and it has been since October 
that we were allowed in the church.  So it’s with 
great anticipation that we look toward Easter. 
The First Minister has said faith communities will be allowed to 
welcome 50 people back into their worship spaces. While it is 
possible that we will have permission from the FM and instruction 
from 121 before Palm Sunday, the worship team do not feel that 
we will be able to adequately prepare for being open on that day. 
Therefore, we think it wise, if permission is given, to welcome you 
back to church on Easter.  After a year of worship in our homes 
and an Easter spent apart, it will feel nearly as new and exciting 
as rolling away the stone on that first Easter morning.  
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Social distancing and mask-wearing will be required, and worship 
will continue to be available digitally.   
 
Please look for more information from the worship team after 
23/3.  If you have questions, please contact Liz Johnson Blythe 
(lblythe@wellingtonchurch.co.uk) or Roger Sturrock 
(rsturrock@churchofscotland.org.uk). 
 
 
Holy Week - While we hope to be physically together for Easter, 
we will observe Holy Week digitally and in cooperation with 
Hillhead Baptist Church.  Each day of Holy Week Monday -
Saturday, there will be a reflection from Kathy Galloway on our 
website.  In addition, you will receive a copy of the reflections for 
your personal use.  HBC will also be directed to the daily 
reflections.  Meanwhile, we are invited to take part in their 
reflections. 
 
Worship with Hillhead Baptist 
 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday we will be offering a short 
reflection at 9 p.m. using images and pondering ’15 minutes 
before’ or ’15 minutes after’ some of the key stories of Holy 
Week.  
 
Maundy Thursday, at 7:30pm, we will be offering a short service 
– around 35 minutes duration – which will build on the themes 
explored earlier it the week and include a very simple 
Communion.   
 
Good Friday we have decided to use a version of the Stations of 
the Cross using videos of the reflections.  As with the, perhaps 
more familiar, vigil service, people would be free to dip in and out 
at any point in the service, and we anticipate each ‘station’ will 
last roughly 15 minutes, within an overall vigil from 12:00 – 3:00. 
 
 

mailto:lblythe@wellingtonchurch.co.uk
mailto:rsturrock@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Lenten Appeal 2021  
Every year during Lent, we appeal to the congregation to support 
three causes; an international, a national, and a local one.  
 
This year we will support the following charities and causes:  
1. Hillhead High School Hardship Fund  
2. Church Action on Poverty  
3. UNICEF Covid-19 Vaccine Appeal.  
 
Please see on Wellington’s website “Lenten Appeal 2021” for full 
details of these three causes, including “How to Donate”. It is not 
too late. 
 
Transition Team 
As you’ll see from Claire’s update about the Transition Minister 
(see below), the Transition Team has been hard at work.  We 
have been alternating amongst hearing from the past, doing work 
that needs to be done now, and dreaming for the future.  For the 
next wee while, we are trying to consolidate what we have 
learned and combine it with where we feel God is showing us to 
go.  This is where we need your help.  What does the future of 
Wellington look like to you?  What are we doing in our 
community? How are we worshipping?  How are we living 
together in community?   
Please ponder these, and share your thoughts with the Transition 
Team by emailing Liz Johnson Blythe 
at lblythe@wellingtonchurch.co.uk. 
 

Transition Ministry 
2 weeks ago, the Presbytery of Glasgow concurred with Strategic 
Planning Committee to allow Wellington to call a Transition 
Minister. This is not the final step, but it is an important and 
exciting step along the way. In the weeks ahead, Faith Nurture 
will arrange a presentation on Transition Ministry with Wellington, 
and the congregation will need to vote to endorse the plan. That 
is all before the position is advertised. A lot of hard work has got 
us to this point, from each member of the Wellington community 

mailto:lblythe@wellingtonchurch.co.uk
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as well as from a few who have worked to fill in forms, liaise with 
presbytery, and attend presbytery meetings to speak on our 
behalf. There is still work ahead before we are able to call a 
minister, but the real work lies ahead of that. When the Transition 
Minister is in place, the hard work will truly begin - taking the best 
of who we are and have been into the future toward which God is 
calling us. If you have questions, ideas, or would like to offer 
support, please contact: Liz Johnson Blythe, chair; Tom Moffat, 
secretary; Wendy Alexander, David Blackhurst, Grace Franklin, 
Claire McDiarmid, Donald Murray, Beccy Rechenberg, and 
Eleanor Small. 
 
 
The Virtual Tea Party - All Welcome – Thursdays at 4p.m. 
 
The virtual Thursday Tea Party continued throughout most of 
December, and we enjoyed a very varied programme. 
Firstly, we had a viewing of the 1956 French short – and almost 
silent- film ‘The Red Balloon’, about a small boy and his 
relationship with a magical balloon, with, apparently, a mind of its 
own, which follows him throughout the streets of post-war Paris.   
It was greatly appreciated, and it was good subsequently to 
discover that it is the only short film ever to win a ‘best 
screenplay’ Oscar. 
We were asked, in the season of Advent, to tell of any personal 
incident involving an Angel.   This prompted several stories of the 
kindness of friends, family and neighbours who had gone above 
and beyond to help in difficult times.   It was also impressive that 
about half of the related incidents involved helpful angels in often 
panic-stricken moments at railway stations. 
The main event in December was the Pantomime – ‘Puss in 
Wellington Boots’.   This was sourced and efficiently organised by 
Christine Johnston, and a good time was had by all both in our 
rehearsal and on the night - being silly can be very therapeutic.   
Regrettably no Oscars were won on this occasion.   However, the 
appreciation of our virtual audience was sufficient reward. 
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Also before Christmas we enjoyed a celebration of our favourite 
carols as requested by attendees – all beautifully sung and 
played on various recordings. 
In the New Year we chose a book received and/ or enjoyed over 
Christmas.   Several people brought Barack Obama’s ‘The 
Promised Land’ and we also had our usual eclectic mix including 
historical fiction, books on Art and Astronomy and one on British 
Prime Ministers. 
Our session on ‘favourite paintings’ featured works by Dali, van 
Gogh, Degas, Guthrie and others. 
Drama came to the fore again when we had a reading of ‘The 
Bear’, Chekhov’s one-act comic play written in 1888.   This was 
again sourced and organised by Christine, who divided the 
reading into three parts and appointed each character three 
different readers so that all could participate.   We had a very 
happy time – thank you Christine. 
We also laughed a great deal when Roger surprised us with the 
‘opporchancity’ of viewing one of the late Rikki Fulton’s ‘Last Call’ 
series from his Hogmanay shows.  Not the Revd I M Jolly, but 
one of his colleagues, the Revd David Goodchild, whose glass of 
water was topped up, unbeknown to him, with a liberal dose of 
vodka, with some very comic results. 
January could not pass without paying tribute to Robert Burns.  
The most chosen poem was ‘To a Mouse’ but we also enjoyed 
‘The Twa Dogs’, ‘To a Louse’ and others. 
We laughed a lot this session.  Playing ‘Just a minute’ was 
another of our organiser’s good ideas which worked extremely 
well on Zoom. 
Roger was himself the most recent ‘victim’ on ‘Desert Island 
Discs’.  He has lived and worked in several countries, studied and 
practised medicine and theology extensively.   A fascinating life 
told and accompanied by a wonderful selection of music. 
Our thanks are due to Roger, as ever, for his work in setting up 
these meetings, which provide friendship and entertainment 
through these strange times. 
Christina Moffat 
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Wellington Crypt Cafe Frozen Meals 

 

In February and till the end of March the 

Crypt staff will make 125 two course meals 

every week for Elderpark Housing 

Association, for which we will be paid (great 

says the treasurer) and 60 meals for the 

Gilded Lily, we also have a small number of 

people who we give to, as we know of their 

need personally.  As you can imagine this 

takes a lot of planning, shopping, preparation, 

cooking and washing up, also over 300 

plastic boxes.  Angie, Ursula, and Leeanne are in for 2 and a half 

days a week with volunteers coming in each day to help them.  

Our own Fumi and Yushin, John McNaught and Daisy and Flo, 

from the art school, who have been coming on and off since the 

start of the year.   All of this has to happen within Covid guidelines 

too, so a big thank you to everyone involved. 

The food made is sometimes vegan, sometimes vegetarian and 

sometimes with meat (but Halal).  The two courses means that 

we make soup and cake as part of the meal (see photos).  Some 

of the meals we offer are .....curries, vegetarian shepherd's pie, 

macaroni cheese, chana dahl, bean casserole, mushroom 

stroganoff, vegetarian chilli con carne (or as Angie and Ursula 

whose first language is Spanish, call it chilli sin carne).  Is your 

mouth watering like mine is?  All have to labelled with how to 

reheat, best before and a list of all the ingredients. 

  

We are able to carry on due to the generosity of Wellington 

Church but we have also been given money by Foundation 

Scotland, Ann Jane Green Trust, St James Place Trust and of 

course Elderpark Housing Association who pay for some of the 
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meals.  Thank you to all of these 

organisations and also to Stirling Aid who not 

only bring us supplies from the organisation 

Foodshare (supermarket’s unused stock) but 

who deliver our meals for us.                                                                

If you know of any one or family who you feel 

would benefit from some free meals get in 

contact with the crypt 

on cryptcafe@gmail.com 

 

Thanks Jackie Murray 

 
Lament for victims of Covid-19  

 
Pipe Major Craig Herbert has 
composed a lament in response to the 
heartbreaking milestone of more than 
100,000 deaths in the UK.  In 2 hours 
he composed it in memory of the 
people who have died and said the 
piece was “given to him from a higher 
source”. 
 
He is married to Claire Herbert the 
chaplain at the Lodging House 
Mission in Glasgow who has preached 
for us during lockdown. 
 
He said that he hoped that it would 
give hope, peace and comfort to all 
those who are grieving. He is happy to 
share the composition and can be contacted on 
wallacepipers@hotmail.co.uk. 
 

 

mailto:wallacepipers@hotmail.co.uk
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Rave Review for Héloïse      
  
BBC Music Magazine has 
awarded a 5 star review to 
the recently released 
recording of the hitherto 
unrecorded opera Semele 
by English composer John 
Eccles. Written in 1706, it 
predates by 38 years the 
more famous Handel opera 
of the same name. 
Directed by Julian Perkins, 
the Academy of Ancient 
Music is a long established 
and internationally 
acclaimed period 
performance ensemble, 
and is joined on this 
recording by several top 
flight soloists.  
 
The reviewer highlights Héloïse’s performance with the following 
accolade:  
“The show-stealer is soprano Héloïse Bernard who, as Juno’s 
servant Iris, forges riveting moments from modest material, such 
as ‘Thither Flora the Fair’. In this brief chaconne, Bernard drapes 
each stanza in increasingly gorgeous embellishments, dropping 
dramatically into chest register for her last verse.” 
You can read the whole review here: 
https://www.classical-music.com/reviews/opera/eccles-semele/ 
or find out more about the January 2021 CD release here: 
https://www.aam.co.uk/product/eccles-semele/ 
Great to see that the quality of Héloïse’s performance is being 
recognised at this level. We, at Wellington, are very fortunate to 
be able to enjoy her singing at our services.   
Alan Kitchen 
 

https://www.classical-music.com/reviews/opera/eccles-semele/
https://www.aam.co.uk/product/eccles-semele/
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ON THE COLERIDGE WAY 
By Glenda White 

 

Bliss was it on that Way to be alive 

But to be old was very heaven. 

The troublous times of life have slithered past, 

The hectic turmoil, diary-driven hours 

Have slipped away into the memory,  

Not with resentment, yearning nor regret  

But reminisced with dignity and pride, 

Delight in life’s achievements and with joy. 

But that was then and this is gentle now. 

 

And here is time to wander off the track,  

To slumber in the heather, watch the clouds’ 

Fantastic shapes; gather black-juiced berries,  

Identify wild flowers and search the moors 

For windchats, warblers, kestrels, linnets, snipe. 

No competition to exceed the miles, 

No pressure to outdo the ETA, 

Just time to dawdle, comment and explore, 

Just time for ice-cream cones and Devon teas.  

 

And here is time to read again at ease 

The once remembered verse of Xanadu, 

The Ancient Mariner and Christabel. 

Not studied for an essay or exam 

But browsed again as fancy pleases  

Above Ash Farm, within the pub, stretched out 

Beside the river or the reminiscent fields. 

To walk the way of those who weave with words  

And fall in love with poetry again. 

 

Lockdown meanderings by  Wendy Alexander 

2020 saw me get involved in two new organisations with a 
religious theme. They are a rather eclectic duo, and not the 
product of any deep consideration, simply because friends 
asked me to become engaged. So, in a Lenten spirit I said 
yes.    

The first is the Work Place Chaplaincy Association Scotland 
(WPCS) which supports people in workplaces across 

http://www.wpcscotland.co.uk/
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Scotland. It emerged from the chrysalis of the Church of 
Scotland’s Industrial Mission a decade ago and is now itself 
undergoing a period of reform and renewal.  

The second organisation, the Freedom Declared Foundation 
(FDF) is new, created around Westminster by politicians and 
religious leaders, from various parties and faiths concerned to 
promote freedom of religion or belief, nationally and 
internationally.   

As befits our COVID age, both organisations have excellent 
websites.  FDF is intent on building a presence on social media 
platforms so you can try out its twitter, Facebook or even 
Instagram site! Their ambition is to undertake imaginative 
educational work in Schools to promote respect for freedom of 
religion. Although I confess any Scottish history teacher, or good 
Presbyterian, would be disappointed that their first 
commissioned report, “Freedom of Religion or Belief in the UK  
from Magna Carta to the present  day”, is  rather Anglo-centric in 
its story telling.    

I found the news section more engrossing and Lenten food for 
thought with its daunting reportage on the way people of faith – 
Christians, Muslims, Uyghurs – in Iran, Ethiopia, India and China 
are dying for their beliefs.  And if you have wearied recently of 
the “same-iness” of TV news these days you might dip into some 
of the webinars under the articles section discussing 
contemporary issues like Religion and Society: The Impact of 
Covid on the Interfaith encounter.  

 

So if FDF is about educating ourselves and society about the 
sacrifices people worldwide continue to make for their faith, the 
WPCS is altogether more local and firmly rooted in practical 
witness.  You do not have to be an ordained minister to be a 
workplace chaplain. There is an excellent training programme, 
inevitably on zoom, which I sampled recently.  Whether due to 
the online format, or the impact of the times, there were over 30 
new willing trainees, of all ages and backgrounds. (One highlight 
of the training was this hugely entertaining TED talk on 10 ways 

https://freedomdeclaredfoundation.org/
https://freedomdeclaredfoundation.org/
https://dmail-my.sharepoint.com/personal/wcalexander_dundee_ac_uk/Documents/wendy/Personal/wpcs/h%20ttps:/twitter.com/FreedomDeclared
https://dmail-my.sharepoint.com/personal/wcalexander_dundee_ac_uk/Documents/wendy/Personal/wpcs/h%20ttps:/www.facebook.com/FreedomDeclaredFoundation
https://dmail-my.sharepoint.com/personal/wcalexander_dundee_ac_uk/Documents/wendy/Personal/wpcs/h%20ttps:/www.instagram.com/freedomdeclared/?hl=en
https://freedomdeclaredfoundation.org/category/news/
https://freedomdeclaredfoundation.org/category/articles/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R1vskiVDwl4
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to have a better conversation). WPCS is blessed with that 
excellent sort of committed leadership that graces so many 
smaller voluntary organisations.  Andy Gregg the National 
Director has spent most of his career working in University IT, so 
has organisational skills, as well as personal warmth in 
abundance.  
 

The sites of workplace chaplaincy reflect the changing nature of 
modern life. There are points of continuity like with the 
emergency services (adopt a fire station chaplaincy), in local 
authorities (resilience and mindfulness sessions in partnership 
with HR) and in city centre settings. Alongside, that are 
fascinating new chaplaincies to support refugees and others 
being repatriated into UK, arriving at Scottish airports, and a 
dedicated veterans’ chaplaincy. Sadly my stint with the Chaplain 
in Dundee’s Wellgate Shopping Centre has been a casualty of 
lockdown, but I look forward to soon being able report directly 
from the frontline. 
 
Chaplaincy is often called a “Ministry of Presence”. WPCS brings 
together the efforts of the Churches in Scotland to showing the 
love of God in action in people’s daily lives and workplaces, 
engaging directly with their hopes, joys, worries and burdens. It is 
arguably one of today’s most important mission fields today and it 
has been a privilege to get involved.  
PS I know so many in Wellington give time to organisations, 
informed by their faith. It would be great to read of other’s 
experiences as volunteers. 
 
 
International Welcome Club 
Numbers 

The Book of Numbers came to 
mind this week as I juggled with 
numbers for the Church’s 
International Welcome Club. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R1vskiVDwl4
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In the Bible, Numbers deals with the censi Moses carries out and 
the 40 years the Israelites wandered around before they reached 
the promised land. 

This week marked 10 years since the bitter and evil fighting 
began in Syrian.  The Club has welcomed many asylum seekers 
from that country in that time.  And they’ve done so well! 

In one of the Club’s Friday night 
programmes, Isobel McFaull  took 
us on a virtual tour of the Isle of 
Bute where she has long rooted 
connections.  She highlighted one of 
her favourite Rothesay shops for 
snacks and pastries - Helmi’s 
Bakery- set up by a Syrian family 
who’d been sent to the island to 
settle. While that Syrian family has 
not been members of the Club, 
some of their close friends are! So 
we’ve had the pleasure in Glasgow 
of tasting the authentic 
Syrian/Scottish best Helmi can 
produce.  

We were joined on the Virtual Trip to Bute by Sheila Craik and her 
brother and a cousin who all have happy memories of their early 
lives on Bute. 

It is now a complete year since the Club’s English Language 
Conversation Corner took to Zoom – before the official start of the 
first lockdown (HOME STAY) The NESSIEs – Native English 
Speakers Sharing Information and Experience – have faithfully 
Zoom-ed in week after week for 40 minutes to chat with people 
around the world.   There has been no holiday break.  Thankfully, 
no one has been badly affected by the virus, either. That 
dedication and determination and wrestling with technology has 
been a beacon in dark times. 
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There is a pool of around 20 NESSIEs and we always welcome 
others to add to the team.  The technical side of Zoom is now 
provided by club members Natalia in Turkey and Kenny in 
Glasgow. Liz Davidson (the Club’s leader with Grace) and Isobel 
McFaull are Hosts at the 12 noon and 3pm sessions and 
organisers of the weekly schedules.   A total of around 30 
Internationals sign up for the two chat sessions. Their enthusiasm 
and keenness to learn and make use of the time is refreshing. 

Thanks to the church Treasurer, the Club will soon have its own 
PRO(fessional) ZOOM programme.  This will enable us to host 
sessions longer than 40 minutes and so we won’t have to beg or 
borrow people who have that capacity for our Friday night 
sessions and other ‘extra’ programmes we offer from time to time. 

One recent ‘extra’ was an IT Round Table.  Some – ahem! – 
more senior Club members are not always au fait with current 
technology, so have questions: ‘How do it do…..?’  Hands up – 
I’m one! 

The younger Club members tend to have the answers as second 
nature, learned from birth etc.  They provided the solutions to 14 
different IT problems/issues/ dilemmas presented to them.  
Because of technical difficulties the session had to be switched – 
mid-way through – from a ZOOM set up to another format. That 
was done quietly and effectively by one of the ‘young’ experts. 

What a blessing it is when people share their God given skills with 
others.  And we can’t overlook the fact that those God given 
talents have been honed by years of hard work, serious study and 
dedicated practice. 

So who teaches you those things you’ve learned from childhood? 

That’s the question that the Club’s Easter Art Competition is trying 
to answer for the amazing number of children now involved – at 
arm’s length - in the Club.  How do we teach 20+ children with no 
faith background - the Easter Story?  

With the help of Kristeen Barnes whose knowledge of running the 
Sunday School for a long time, is invaluable, we’ve launched a 
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simple Easter Art Competition.  While the youngest ones will 
simply colour in Easter Eggs or tell a story of an Easter Egg, the 
older ones are almost certain to present videos/mini films/ tictok 
movies of their version of the Easter story. 

Kristeen and Caitlin Ashcroft – who has been instrumental in 
providing church members with the Covid Chronicals after the 
service - and Liz Davidson will be the judges.  Roger has kindly 
agreed to tell the Easter story at the Club’s Friday night when the 
winners will be announced. 

So nothing stays still…. We keep on moving and growing, 
learning and loving.   Just as in Numbers – while the people, 
sometimes, may be discouraged, feel lost or even rebel God 
remains faithful in his love for us all. 

Grace Franklin 

 

TRAIDCRAFT   
I have copies of the Traidcraft Spring 
Catalogue, which has a range of Easter 
eggs and cards now available. Please 
contact me if you would like one.  
It is also possible to access the 
catalogue online through the Traidcraft 
website.  
Kristeen Barnes 07733282973 or 
kristeenbarnes@aol.com 
 
 
East Japan Earthquake 
 
From 20.13 till 20.20, there was an anniversary event at 
Wellington Church for the East Japan Earthquake of 11 March 
2011. It was co-organised by Wellington Church, Japanese 
Matsuri for Glasgow (a Scottish charity), and Japan Desk 
Scotland (a partnership between the two of us). For the last three 
years, David Blackhurst kindly offered a prayer, and our 

mailto:kristeenbarnes@aol.com
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Fukushima documentaries were shown. Donations were raised 
for Kunohe Village Office, which passed them on to its 
neighbouring villages affected by the tsunami, Fudai and Noda. 
The donations sent by JMG to Kunohe Village Office amounted to 
more than £5,000, of which more than £1,500 were raised at 
Wellington Church.  
 
These donations, which had no strings attached, were welcomed 
by the Village Offices, and they were grateful to people in 
Glasgow for not forgetting those affected by the earthquake and 
tsunami. We are also overwhelmed by the generosity of 
Wellington people. We still keep in touch with Kunohe Village, 
where our contact person was elected Mayor last year, and we 
have made two more Fukushima documentaries since the last 
year’s anniversary event. We weren’t able to visit Fukushima last 
year, but we are considering visiting Fukushima later this year or 
next year. When an opportunity arises, we would be happy to 
show our documentaries at Wellington Church.     
Fumi and Yushin  
 
 
 
Maya McKerracher 
 
 

Maya Anthea Clare 
McKerracher was 
born on 20th February 
2021. She is the 
daughter of Rhona 
and Craig 
McKerracher. 
She is also the 
granddaughter of 
Anthea Cameron. 
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Shahid and Rebecca’s wedding 
 
Shahid Khan and Rebecca Gebauer were married in Wellington 
on  Saturday, 20th March at 1.00 pm with the service being 
conducted by the Rev. Dr. David Sinclair.   
 
Because of current restrictions, it was not possible for others to 
attend the actual ceremony but many gathered in the church 
grounds to welcome the bride into the church at about 12.45 and 
to greet the, now married, couple as they emerged after the 
wedding. 

 
Shahid’s parents attended the wedding ceremony. 
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The rest of his 
family waited 
outside with the 
Wellington 
family to greet 
them when 
they came out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finlay Klassen-Rempel 
Yesterday, March 4th, was Dragon Day! 
Otherwise now known as Finlay Joy 
Klassen-Rempel's birthday.  
Finlay entered the world at 2:04pm by 
scheduled caesarean due to placenta 
previa (low lying, lazy placenta). It was a 
very calm and uncomplicated surgery, 
both Finlay and Sarah are recovering 
well. Finlay is 7 pounds 2 ounces and 
49 cm tall. She has a lot of dark blonde 
hair, and brown/blue/grey eyes. 
 
Phil's brother Steven will be setting up a 
meal train in the coming days, so if you 
would like to support us in that way 
please send him an email 
(s.reesor.rempel@gmail.com). We 
would love to trade baby cuddles, but 
sadly due to Covid we will have to stick 
to video calls and outdoor distanced 
visits when it's warmer.  
Sarah and Phil 

mailto:s.reesor.rempel@gmail.com
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Many of you will remember Sarah and Phil from Canada. 
He was studying while Sarah continued to work remotely for a 
Canadian company.  They tried to stay, but couldn’t convert their 
visas.  All together, they were here for 2-3 years.  During that 
time, they regularly attended Wellington.  Many of you will 
remember Phil singing in the choir.  
 
A Eulogy for Bill Wilson by Grant Wilson  
 

Dad was born in Belfast on Hogmanay, the 31st of December 
1931, to Thomas Wilson and Henrietta Mackey Moore. He would 
often say that he could only remember his birthday because it 
was the party at the end of the year. 
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His mother died when he was just 2 years old which brought 
about his move to live with his Uncle Willie, Aunt Carrie, Aunt 
Daisy and lots of his cousins at Drumkeeran House in Kesh, near 
Enniskillen in County Fermanagh. Known as wee Willie he 
enjoyed the company of his many relatives there and had a dog 
called Spark which he used to work with the sheep on occasions. 
 
He became a pupil at Portora Royal boarding school in 
Enniskillen where he won a scholarship, and excelled at rugby 
and tennis. His love of sport was a life-long joy. 
 
Dad embarked on a career in accountancy on leaving school, but 
eventually felt drawn into his Uncle Willie’s line of work, the meat 
trade, and headed to Glasgow, to work on a stance in the meat 
market. There Dad, known as Bill in Glasgow, came across a 
certain JW Galloway who introduced Dad to his daughter Ann. 
The rest as they say is history.  They married on the 16th April 
1957 at Wellington Church, where he remained a member for the 
rest of his life.  Setting up home in Craigpark, Dennistoun, 
daughter Henrietta was born the following year, Julia 18 months 
later and finally Grant in 1962 which completed their family.  A 
move to Jordanhill in Glasgow’s West End was next, followed by 
another to Faulkland Street in Hyndland where the next 55 years 
were spent. 
 
Dad really loved family life. Early on a Sunday morning we would 
jump into his bed to hear stories about a family of mice called 
Buster, Duster, Custer and Shooster.  Picnics and trips to the 
beach, often to Largs, were never complete without an ice cream 
at Nardinis. We had several holidays at Fairlie and then annually 
for many years at Carbisdale near Dornoch.  Dad enjoyed many 
fishing trips over the years, to the river Carron and more recently 
on the Tweed. He relished breaks to Aviemore and 
Craigendarroch.  Annual visits across the water to Kesh to stay at 
Drumkeeran or Mackeys Barn were a highlight for him, to see 
Flora and many other relatives. 
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Work meant early rises at 5am, but home in time for dinner, Dad 
kept working in the meat market but expanded his business to 6 
butcher shops and supplied many prestigious hotels and 
restaurants throughout Britain with their meat orders. In the 60s 
and early 70s, dinners out and dinner dances with friends were 
favourite weekend pastimes.  Saturdays were his hard earned 
leisure day, involving trips to the races, or playing cards or 
dominoes with friends.   
 
Bill was an extremely hospitable and generous host who could 
never do enough for his guests. Dad always welcomed everybody 
that came to the door and staying to share food was expected.  
He loved a good laugh and was renowned for telling jokes or a 
good funny story which made him great fun to be around.  He was 
the life and soul of a gathering and his distinctive laugh could 
easily be heard filling the room. 
 
The family started to expand when Henrietta married Finlay in 
1980 and along came Heather, Kirsty and Calum. Julia then 
married Kean and had Hazel and Cameron, and I married 
Elizabeth and along came Melissa, James and Angus. Dad was 
never happier than when family members or friends descended 
for a visit.  When he retired he found he had a lot more time to 
spend with his grandchildren which filled him with pleasure.  He 
was thrilled to play games of cards, chess or dominoes with them 
and also enjoyed trips to the park or into the country.  Many 
birthday Hogmanays were spent away with the family, and many 
other holidays involved family trips too. In recent years he was 
delighted to become a great Grandpa to Arthur, Freddie and 
Harvey. Mum and Dad finally had time to enjoy a few holidays 
abroad, including a couple of cruised, which they adored. 
 
Dad survived some bouts of cancer and a triple heart bypass. 
Latterly dementia posed a challenge but also provided many 
funny moments too. He enjoyed bridge 2 nights a week, winning 
on many occasions, but Mum would have to phone his partner to 
find out who had won. He loved his home his sport and quizzes 
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on tv during these last years, but still managed to be an excellent 
and welcoming host.  Mum and Dad always remained a 
completely devoted couple, holding hands each and every day. 
He was a big character who will be hugely missed. 
 
Ann and the family would like to thank you all for your love, 
support and kind expressions of sympathy. It has been a great 
comfort to all the family.  If you wish a donation could be made to 
Cancer Research in memory of Bill. 
 

 
Congregational Register 
 
Marriage 
Rebecca Gebauer and Shahid Khan on 20th March 2021 
 
Death 
Bill Wilson on 22nd February 2021 
 
 
MORNING SERVICES 
During lockdown these are broadcast via YouTube using the link: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCz52LeLiD3jxo9o0Khr4HlA 
which is also shown on Wellington’s website. For those who are 
unable to access YouTube, there is also an option to listen to the 
service by dialling in by phone. The details are: Dial: 0 131 460 
1196, enter the meeting ID: 916 5025 6352 followed by #   press 
# again now enter the Passcode: 756800 followed by # 
 

If you would like to make an offering, you can do so by using the 
Church of Scotland's donation website here: Donate to 
Wellington Church You can also contact the church office to find 
out about other forms of giving. 
 
Worship recordings are available online for at least two weeks 
after they first premiered 
here: https://wellingtonchurch.co.uk/category/worship-online/  

https://cos.churchofscotland.org.uk/donate/?cong=161044
https://cos.churchofscotland.org.uk/donate/?cong=161044
https://wellingtonchurch.co.uk/contact/
https://wellingtonchurch.co.uk/category/worship-online/
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Happy Easter to everyone in the 
Wellington Church family 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


