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David Sinclair writes:
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
    
  

  

  

      
  

  

  

  

  

  
  

                                                                    Welcome to all 
 

Love one another, as I have loved you (John 15:12) 
 

We welcome into the life and worship of our congregation people of every race, gender, background, age,  
sexual orientation, mental or physical ability. 
 
We affirm our diversity and the dignity of each person. 
 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  (Romans 15:7) 
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A Message from Roger Sturrock 
 
Dear Friends 
 
Recently I was listening to the Sunday morning service broadcast 
from St. George’s chapel Windsor.    The Dean of Windsor 
reminded us all that the service of matins had been celebrated in 
the royal chapel without a break since the 12th century!    What a 
remarkable record that pays tribute to all those clergy and laity 
who kept the faith over so many centuries.    Stability is 
reassuring and the opportunity to immerse oneself in the liturgy of 
the Anglican rite of matins (morning worship) every day provides 
a focal point on which to go about our daily duties.  The third 
collect for Grace sums it up like this: 
 

“  O lord our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God, 
who has safely brought us to the beginning of this day: 

Defend us in the same with thy mighty power; 
and grant that this day we fall into no sin,  

neither run into any kind of danger; 
But that all our doings may be ordered by thy governance, 

to do always that is righteous in thy sight; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wellington Street                                       University Avenue 
 
 



3 

However while church tradition is important, a study of church 
history demonstrates that the church has always grown when it 
has been challenged to adapt and worship in new ways to 
communicate the gospel to a changing society.    Wellington 
church can trace its origins to a congregation that formed in 1792 
in a building in Cheapside street in Glasgow.  As the congregation 
grew a decision was made to move to a new larger building at the 
corner of the crossing in Wellington st. and Waterloo st. in the 
Anderston area.    Glasgow city continued to grow as a centre for 
commerce and industry and in 1884 the church decided to move 
again to the west end to a new build on the site where the current 
church building stands.1   Wellington church folks are used to 
being on the move!  
 
We now face the prospect of a new stage in the history of the 
church with the possible sale of our building to the University of 
Glasgow and the appointment of a transition minister to lead us 
into new ways of engaging with students and the folks of the 
regenerated west end. 
The prospect of change is both intimidating but also exciting.   A 
former minister of Wellington, the Rev. Maxwell Craig said this in 
his foreword to the late Ian Rodger’s history of Wellington church 
in 1985: 
 
“But the story is an empty tale, until it inspires us to match the 
faithful obedience of yesterday with the commitment that faith in 
Christ calls us for today.  For our enterprise is nothing less than 
exploration into God.   Let us explore together in the work and the 
witness and the worship of Wellington.  And let us thank God that 
our time is now.” 
 
I am sure that we can all say Amen to that!! 
Roger Sturrock 
 
( 1. History of Wellington 1884-1974 by Ian Rodger.  Copies in 
church office) 
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Wellington’s Future – Update on Transition Ministry  

 
On Thursday 10th June, Glasgow Presbytery hosted a 
congregational meeting for Wellington, on Zoom, attended by 
Daran Golby the Church of Scotland’s Partnerships and 
Development Secretary and Rev Gayle Taylor, Transition Minister 
at Newbattle, Lothian who gave, together, a presentation on the 
idea of Transition Ministry and the circumstances in which it is 
used.  They then answered a wide range of questions from the 45 
or so members and friends of Wellington on the call.  Having laid 
this good framework of information, they left the meeting and a 
lively discussion of the possible advantages and disadvantages of 
Transition Ministry in Wellington’s particular situation ensued.  
Four members of Glasgow Presbytery were also in attendance 
and participated, viz the Interim Presbytery Clerk Rev Grant 
Barclay, the Deputy Presbytery Clerk Rev Hilary McDougall, the 
minister (former Transition Minister) of St George’s Tron Church, 
Rev Alastair Duncan and the chair of the Strategic Planning 
Committee, Stuart MacGill.  The meeting culminated in a vote, by 
Zoom poll, the outcome of which was 43 to 1 in favour of 
proceeding down the Transition Ministry route.  We will now 
engage with the Church of Scotland Faith Nurture Forum and 
Glasgow Presbytery to try to recruit a Transition Minister. 
 
Claire McDiarmid 
Session Clerk 
 
 
A little piece of history 
 
I am currently working my way through the history of Wellington 
Church beginning with those anti-burghers of Duke Street! From 
1793, when the church was founded, there have been mind-
boggling transformations as congregation after congregation rose 
to the challenge of change. It is with this in mind that we might 
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view the use of new technologies to overcome the complications 
thrust upon us by Covid19.  
 
At first, these new approaches – Zoom, YouTube, streaming, 
Perspex and green screens, laptops, cameras, teleprompters, 
microphones and recordings from kitchens around the world – 
were thought of as temporary adjustments to maintain our 
worship and sense of community. And in this, Donald Murray and 
Rebecca Gebauer have given hours - weeks – months of their 
time learning how to use new equipment, apps, programs, 
browsers and media. And Sunday after Sunday they have 
sustained our worship in Sanctuary and living rooms alike. When 
we emerge from the current situation I am sure we will come to 
understand and appreciate more fully the contribution which they 
have made in literally keeping the church doors open. 
 
But it doesn’t stop there.  At the last Kirk Session Donald brought 
a thoughtful, fully-costed request to purchase additional 
equipment to extend the scope our activities. This was 
accompanied by a suggestion that additional people with a 
technological bent might be trained up, not just to take some of 
the burden from the current duo, but as a recognition that what 
started out as a short-term solution to a passing problem is 
actually an innovative and far-reaching means of reaching out to 
people. The New Licht Burghers of Cheapside understandably 
assumed that people would come to church. What we are 
learning is that the church should go out to people. And it all 
started with Donald and Rebecca and a laptop.  
 
As we, hopefully, emerge from the current pandemic, we might 
remember that the church moves forward not just through 
numbers and strategies and policies, but by the faithful 
contributions of the committed. Thank-you. 
 
Glenda White 
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Message from David and Mary Sinclair 
 
Many thanks to Linda for inviting us to bring the Wellington family 
up to date with where we are.   
 
As most of you will 
know, we returned 
earlier than expected 
to Scotland due to a 
combination of Brexit 
and Covid (and a 
conveniently situated, 
retirement-permitting 
66th birthday).   
 
So, we are now happily 
retired and living in 
Cupar, Fife, in the 
house we left in 2008 
to go to Glasgow.  It is 
now receiving some 
long overdue 
upgrading, with the list 
of jobs in house and 
garden stretching over 
the horizon. 
 
 
 
Three years in Prague was, of course, wonderful.  We made 
many new friends both in the city and around the country.  Also, 
because the job involved links with the United States as well, we 
made new friends among the people from there who came to visit 
their partner congregations in the Czech Republic. 
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Working in the national church office in Prague meant close 
colleagues became close friends with whom we will hope to 
remain in touch.   
 

This photo of Mary is taken in Olomouc, in Moravia 
 
And the same can 
be said for 
members of the 
congregation 
where we 
worshipped most 
of the time – and 
where six 
Wellingtonians 
managed a visit in 
the halcyon days 
when you could do 
such things. 
 
Those of you who 
follow Mary on 
Twitter or have 
befriended her on 
Facebook will 
have seen the 
photographic 
evidence of our 
journeying, not 
only in the Czech 
Republic but also 
in Germany, 
Switzerland, 
Hungary and 
Poland.   
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In particular, you will have had quite a tour of Prague over the 
years – one friend asked us quite early on if she was employed 
by the Prague Tourist Board, and nothing happened after that to 
allay the suspicion (spoiler alert: she was not). 
 
But travelling around, visiting back and forth, organising meetings 
and conferences and trips, getting people together in the same 
place at the same time, all disappeared.  The ability for family and 
friends to come and visit us, previously so straightforward, 
became difficult and then impossible.  So much of the job had 
melted away that it seemed better to come home, especially 
when the conference being planned for Scots and Czechs had to 
be cancelled before any expense was incurred.        
 
So, we are home, with time on our hands and family close at 
hand (and we can even see the family from Glasgow now).  
Someone recently asked how we had enjoyed our long holiday; it 
wasn’t that exactly, but it was kind of like a working holiday and, 
while the Czech language is likely to disappear quite quickly for 
us, the memories of those three years will be with us as long as 
we have memory with which to carry them. 
 
The same is of course also true for our much longer time at 
Wellington.  
 
We think of you all often, and it was great to see so many of you 
at Rebecca and Shahid’s wedding (even if the gathering outside 
the church that day stretched the bounds of legality!).   
 
We will hope to see you again for one reason or another in the 
not too distant future – when we can meet and greet safely and 
legally with, who knows, the possibility of a socially responsible 
hug. 
 
David and Mary 
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Choir update 
 
Will Frost’s fine baritone 
voice has been a part of 
Wellington’s musical life 
for the past five years, 
since Will joined us as a 
2nd year student at the 
Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland.  
 
In addition to singing at 
morning services, I 
particularly recall his 
fine performances in 
the two popular Passion 
Oratorios – The 
Crucifixion by John 
Stainer, and Olivet to 
Calvary by J H 
Maunder, which, in 
collaboration with 
Glasgow University 
Chapel Choir, formed 
part of Wellington’s 
Holy Week devotions in 
2017 and 2018 
respectively.  
 
Having now completed both his undergraduate and postgraduate 
courses, Will is now living in London and currently singing with 
the Summer Festival of Garsington Opera in Wormsley, 
Buckinghamshire. We wish him well in his career, and we hope to 
have the opportunity to hear him sing again, perhaps on a return 
visit to Glasgow.  
Alan Kitchen 
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13 May 2021 
 
Wellington Church 
77 Southpark Avenue 
Glasgow 
G12 8LE 
 
Dear David 
“I am really happy with The Well.  You are really taking care of 
me.”   Amina*, Bangladeshi woman aged 35 
*Name changed for privacy 

 
THANK YOU 
We would like to thank Wellington Church for the generous 
donation of £325.00 towards the running costs of The Well Multi-
Cultural Resource Centre (The Well).   
 
The Well supports ethnic minority communities who face 
disadvantages such as poverty, racism, social isolation and 
limited English language skills.  We help people, like Amina, to 
get the information, advice and support they would struggle to find 
otherwise. We help them to access vital sources of income to 
support their families, integrate better into their society and 
develop lasting and life-changing relationships. 
 
This year we have supported families who have lost loved ones to 
the Covid-19 pandemic and many others who have lost jobs. Your 
donation will enable us to reach out to the community at this 
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particularly difficult time and demonstrate God’s love by providing 
care, advice and support. 
If you would like to be kept up-to-date on the impact of our work, 
please follow us on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram 
@TheWellGlasgow. 
Thank you, once again, for supporting the work of The Well. 
With gratitude, 
 
Sarah McPhie 
Head of Partnerships and Communication 

 
 

Lenten Appeal Messages: 
 
Thanks were received from Church Action on Poverty. 
 
Thank you from Hillhead High School 
 
Extract of email received from Mrs. Karen McAlaney, Head 
Teacher, Hillhead High School 
 
“Firstly, please accept my sincerest apologies for the delay in 
replying to your letter. It has been a really busy few weeks at 
school but the arrival of your letter and cheque was a lovely 
surprise as well as a timely reminder of the kindness and 
generosity of our wider community. I was absolutely overwhelmed 
by the amount of money you have donated to our hardship fund 
and so too were my colleagues in the Pupil Support team.   
 
I would also like to share with you some examples of how we use 
the hardship fund to support our families. As you can imagine 
much of this work is done "behind the scenes" to protect the 
dignity of our pupils and their families but hopefully the examples 
below will go some way to showing just what an impact your 
kindness has on the lives of our families. 
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 At Christmas time we used some of our hardship fund to 
make Christmas boxes up for a number of our pupils full of 
gifts like pyjamas, fluffy socks, chocolate, toiletries etc. 

 We bought warm clothes and a pair of shoes for a young 
person who does not live with his parents and was struggling 
to get any benefits. 

 We provided money allowing a family to have a Christmas 
dinner. Things had been very difficult for them for a while 
and the gesture of support meant almost as much as the 
money! 

 We have a senior pupil who is about to leave us and who 
has experienced significant hardships and setbacks but who 
has worked so hard to succeed and has also given back to 
the community during lockdown. We took him out last week 
to get him a suit package from Slaters - suit, shirt, tie, shoes. 
This gives him a suit for upcoming interviews but also family 
events (this young man recently attended a funeral of a 
close family member on behalf of his family but had no 
formal wear for it. in a more positive note, he will be 
representing his family at an upcoming christening).  

 Your kindness in sharing this money meant the world to this 
pupil - he was totally overwhelmed and could not wait to 
share a photo of him in the suit with the staff in school who 
know his circumstances. The impact on his self-esteem was 
profound. It is the first suit he has owned and it will be 
treasured! It was the highlight of my week last week too. 

Thank you again for thinking of us and for your kindness.  
Mrs. Karen McAlaney 
 
And from the Hillhead Parent council: 
To everyone at Wellington Church - 
  
I wanted to add my own (very belated) thanks to you all for your 
extraordinary generosity to Hillhead High School. As chair of the 
Parent Council, I am so impressed and inspired by the care and 
nurture the school demonstrate to pupils, and their holistic and 
sensitive care to those in times of special need. None of us can 
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take anything in our lives for granted, and to be able to provide 
practical financial help like this will make such a difference.  
  
I have worked with Karen McAlaney and the senior leadership 
team for a while now, and also know some of the Pastoral Care 
team and it is such a joy to hear how much of a blessing and 
encouragement this gift has been, after what has been the most 
difficult, exhausting and demanding year.  
  
A huge thank you from all of us on the Parent Council, and many 
blessings to you all 
Catriona Futter 
Chair, Parent Council 
 

Thank you from Unicef United Kingdom – For Every Child in 

Danger 

I would like to say a huge thank you for the generous donation of 

£2377.33.  This will support Unicef’s vital work for children, so 

please accept this letter as a receipt of your donation and pass on 

our thanks to all those who contributed to this wonderful gift. 

Right now millions of children are in danger.  They are facing 

violence, disease, hunger and the chaos of war and disaster. But 

together we have the power to change that. 

For more information about our work, please visit our website at 

www.unicef.org.uk. 

On behalf of the children and all of us at Unicef UK thank you so 

much for your valuable support 

With best wishes 

Mike Flynn, Depute Executive Director – Individual Giving 

 
 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/
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PAUSE FOR THOUGHT   
 
And so,  
We met at church at half 
past nine, 
And then, Ken  
said something witty which 
inter-wove our walk all day.  
And on the way we lost two 
car-loads down a country 
lane  
Who turned up over coffee 
while we booted up and 
counted legs  
Dividing the result by two 
(or four),  
Counting who was here (or 
there!)  
 
 
Before  
We set off up a well-trod path enticing us into  
A world of needled green  
And cones and stones and out  
On to the heathery, bouldered shoulder of the hill.  
And as we climbed beside the burn  
We argued eschatology  
And politics and theology  
And physics and philosophy  
Till Robin shouted 'lunch!'.  
 
And then I stood  
Aside the path  
And saw the ikon of eternity  
Displayed twixt hill and heaven;  
The cattle on a thousand hills,  
And sun to make our faces shine,  
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And strength as of the eagle,  
And knew that it was good.  
 
And then,  
The dogs bore down all logs and legs  
And we climbed on past bogs and crags  
Until we peaked and tiredly turned  
With laundered minds and buoyant hearts  
Alight with laughter.  
And after,  
We had egg and chips and fish and chips and shepherd's 
pie  
And said goodbye and drove home safe and satisfied  
Dead beat, alive.  
And I was left outside the church  
With Irene's sock and Lily's stick,  
At half past nine.  

 

Glenda A. White  
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Crypt Café 
 
Wellington Crypt Cafe is still 
making frozen meals for 
vulnerable people though we are 
winding up the production.  Due 
to fewer requests, less funding 
and summer holidays we have 
made the decision to stop making 
these meals from the end of 
June.  We do not know what will 
happen in September but we hope we will still be a presence on 
University Avenue.   
Our ideas at the moment are many, but we plan to start small with 
opening a cafe on two maybe three days a week, and seeing just 
how many students are on campus.  As always, we will be looking 
for more volunteers so please get in touch if you would like to be 
involved.  Thank you for all your support in the last 18 months.   
 
Jackie and the crypt team. 
 
 
UPDATE ON COVID RISK ASSESSMENT TOOL   
 

We have sought advice from the CoViD Team at 121 on how the risk 

assessment tool for attending worship (and other church activities) 

should be used in the light of more and more members being now fully 

vaccinated. At the moment, the tool does not take vaccination into 

account and it is unclear when an updated version will be available. 

However, 121 has been very clear that anyone who is fully vaccinated 

and feels safe to attend worship should do so. To accommodate as many 

people as possible, we have marked seating in the gallery in addition to 

the seating on the ground floor with pink post-its and removed the pew 

cushions in line with current regulations. The Sunday duty team will 

ensure that everyone is seated appropriately and make worship as safe as 

possible for all. For any questions contact 

rebecca@wellingtonchurch.co.uk  
 

mailto:rebecca@wellingtonchurch.co.uk
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Wellington Church International Welcome Club 
 
Virtual Visits  
The International Welcome Club is going full tilt into its summer 
programme with Virtual Visits. 
 
Already we've had a trip to Taiwan thanks to Pascal; visited 
Valencia with Adelaida and German; and are preparing to find 
adventures in Azerbijan with Aya. Ultimately we plan to stop in 
Utrecht with Joyce Smith's granddaughter Carys who is studying 
there. And will complete July with a visit to the Holy Land with 
Juliet who has been there many times. That weekend - 24/25 - 
July will be the time when Club members celebrate CHRISTMAS 
in JULY.   
 
Pascal in Taiwan where he's growing wonderful plants and cooking for his church family there. 
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Among the activities will be the 
measuring of the sunflowers the 
children have grown. Already the 
seeds in most yoghurt pots are 
flourishing. 
 
Children encouraged to grow 
sunflowers from seed. This is 
NOT a competition. It is a subtle 
way to teach them life lessons. 
By the time this is published we'll 
have done a round-the-world 
Chess Trip with Colin. And - with 
luck and covid rules allowing - 
there could be a few walks 
included in the summer plans too. 
 

Grace Franklin 

 
CONVERSATION CORNER  
Every Wednesday on ZOOM. If you have the time, join us at 12 
noon or at 3.00 pm. Free and friendly. Email: 
grace@iwelcomeclub.com for ZOOM ID. All welcome - if you are 
a native English speaker join the pool of NESSIEs...Native 
English Speakers Sharing Information and Experience. If you are 
using English as another language - this is the ideal place to use 
what you know in a friendly, relaxed way. 
 
Grace Franklin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Niem%C3%B6ller
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Martin Niemöller  
 
We all know the meaning of Martin Niemoller’s famous lines: 

“First they came for the Communists 
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a Communist 

Then they came for the Socialists 
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a Socialist 

Then they came for the trade unionists 
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a trade unionist 

Then they came for the Jews 
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a Jew 

Then they came for me 
And there was no one left 
To speak out for me”. 
 
The German Lutheran pastor was incarcerated in 
Sachsenhausen and Dachau, and released in 1945 by the Allies. 
He was a leading voice of penance and reconciliation for the 
German people after World War 2.  He became a president of the 
World Council of Churches, was a fervent pacifist and protested 
strongly against nuclear weapons. 

His words keep coming to my mind when I hear from asylum 
seekers how they are treated – or mis-treated – by the Home 
Office and its contracted companies: 

1 – removal from the community and incarcerated in ‘hotels’ at 
the beginning of the pandemic. 
2 – left with no money for weeks on end because of a change in 
how the meagre funding is distributed. 
3 – dawn raids re-started with people ‘disappearing’ suddenly – 
unless they have strong local community connections. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Niem%C3%B6ller
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4 – mothers with babies and children under the age of two being 
confined in a single bed room with no play space far less safe 
space for the child. 
5 – the heinous New Plan for Immigration which is in contradiction 
to international laws as it makes seeking asylum in the UK illegal. 
 
Having shared my concerns about some of these issues with my 
Wellington family – I’m happy to report that two people responded 
and contacted their own MPs.  There will be, no doubt, others 
who have responded in their own ways too.  I have no knowledge 
of their actions.  As a church family – even before covid - we had 
very little opportunity to talk together, pray together or share our 
worries or concerns whether personal, national or international. 

I suppose this is an appeal for us to communicate more, interact 
more quickly and not lay the burden on a committee somewhere 
‘dealing with’ the issue.  As a journalist to trade – I’ve always 
believe the pen is mightier than the sword. It is the slow burning 
fuse of today’s world.  The mobile /ZOOM and technology 
communications mediums are the torches.  Let’s use them, 
please – for God’s sake to do His work.      

Grace Franklin 
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Important dates to celebrate and enjoy this summer:  
(and we need that – Editor) 
 

June:  
Pride month  
 
 
 
 
 
20th Father’s Day 
 
 
 
 
July: 
Ice cream 
month  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15th St Swithen’s Day   

"St Swithin's Day, if it does rain 

Full forty days, it will remain 

St Swithin's Day, if it be fair 

For forty days, t'will rain no more" 
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August:  
24 August – 
5 September. 

Tokyo 2020 
will now take 
place in 
2021. The 
16th 
Summer 
Paralympics 
will be the 
second time 
the Games 
have been hosted by the Japanese capital – 1964 the other 
occasion. 537 events from 22 sports will be contested, with 
badminton and taekwondo the new additions to the programme. 

A message from Heather McMillan 
 
‘Please give my love and kind regards to all my Wellington Friends - I hope to see you 
all soon, Heather.’ 

 


