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YOUR ADVENT PACK 
 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
 

Last Advent, the whole country was under considerable restriction about where we could go 

and who we could meet. These were, of course, the result of the rules and regulations 

associated with the COVID19 pandemic. We were unable to worship together in Wellington 

church and could only meet online. Nor could many of us share the expectation and joy of the 

season with friends and family. It was a strange and testing time.  

 

Recognising the loss this represented for so many and wishing to enable Advent and 

Christmas still to be a time of reflection and anticipation, even in these circumstances, a small 

team in Wellington created an Advent Tool Kit which everyone could share in, whether at 

home or together online. Through them, we hoped you would feel connected to each other 

and to God and also to the anticipation of the joy to come. From the response to the pack, 

which was sent out to everyone in the congregation, it seems that it did help people still to 

experience a sense of belonging together, and something of both the profound nature of the 

Advent weeks and our celebration of the birth of Jesus with thanksgiving.  

 

Thankfully this year, most of our restrictions have been lifted, and we can worship together in 

the church. However, people have expressed a desire for some reflective and active materials 

to assist them in their own spiritual practice and sense of community once again, so the same 

team has produced an Advent pack for this year also. 

 

Each week of Advent will feature scripture readings associated with four people who play 

important roles in the Advent stories; Zechariah and Elizabeth, and May and Joseph.  We 

invite you to read and engage with the readings each day of the week (leading up to or after, 

you decide). Each week will also have a short reflection on the biblical passage, and a couple 

of prayerful activities for you to do. Take some time each day – at the start, at the end, during 

a lunch break, whenever makes sense for you - to be present with God and contemplate the 

Bible readings and the reflections, and to engage with the activities. There are prayers to 

accompany each week. 

 

We hope you enjoy the activities, find them helpful in following the Christmas Story over the 

Advent weeks, and take comfort from the knowledge that all your friends in Wellington 

Church will be doing the same things at the same time as you. The ‘Timetable’ on the next 

two pages will help you work through the activities in the right order. 

 

If you need help along the way, please reach out to any one of us, and we’ll guide you 

through. Together we will wait for the coming of Christ. Together we will remember acts of 

service and of love that we have experienced. Together we will act in love, knowing that 

even this dark time will be overcome by the light of Christ 

coming into the world. We wish you a joyful season of 

anticipation.  

 

Liz Johnson Blythe, Kathy Galloway, Tom Moffat, Roger 

Sturrock, Glenda White  

 

 



Some things to think about and do as we follow  

the Christmas story through Advent 
 

Date Topic Related activities in our  

Advent pack 
Sunday, 28th 

November 

First Sunday in 

Advent 

The coming of John is 

announced to Zacharias 

in the Temple and 

subsequently to 

Elizabeth 

Read the ‘Liturgy and prayer’ specially 

written for us by Rev Kathy Galloway 

 

You might like to colour the Advent wreath 

on which you will place a candle every week.  

******* 

Light a white tea-light for the First Sunday 

in Advent. 

******* 

Remembering that Zacharias attended to 

the incense burning in the Temple, light the 

incense sticks included in the pack and place 

them safely in sand or soil. 

Sunday, 5th 

December 

Second Sunday 

in Advent 

The Annunciation: The 

Angel Gabriel appears to 

Mary to announce the 

birth of a baby who will 

be ‘the Christ’. 

 

Jesus’ family tree or 

lineage is outlined. 

Read the ‘Liturgy and prayer’ specially 

written for us by Rev Kathy Galloway 

 

Remembering the visit of the Angel Gabriel 

to Mary you might like to colour the ‘stained 

glass window’ representing the Annunciation. 

******* 

Jesus’ family tree is given in Matthew and 

Luke. We have a church family tree – people 

who have supported us within the church 

family. Write the names of the people who 

have supported you on the church ‘family 

tree’. 

******* 

Light a second white tea-light and place it 

on your Advent wreath. 

 

Sunday, 12th 

December 

Third Sunday in 

Advent 

Mary pays a visit to her 

cousin, Elizabeth: they 

offer support to each 

other 

Read the ‘Liturgy and prayer’ specially 

written for us by Rev Kathy Galloway 

 

You might like to colour the ‘stained glass 

window’ which reminds us of Mary’s visit to 

Elizabeth. 

******* 

 



Elizabeth gladly offered her support to her 

young cousin. What support (the ‘fruits of 

the spirit – or, to put it another way, the 

difference in our lives because we are trying 

to be more Christ-like’) have you received 

from and given to others? 

******* 

Light the third white candle and place it on 

your Advent wreath. 

Sunday, 19th 

December 

Fourth Sunday 

in Advent 

The role of Joseph as 

Jesus’ earthly father 

Read the ‘Liturgy and prayer’ specially 

written for us by Rev Kathy Galloway 

 

Read ‘The role of Joseph’ by Jack Stroman. 

******* 

 Study the artwork: “Joseph with Infant” by 

Guercino (1591-1666) 

******** 

You might like to colour the ‘stained glass 

window’: Joseph and Mary alone together 

******* 

Light the pink candle and add it to your 

Christmas wreath 

Friday, 24th and 

Saturday, 25th 

December: 

Christmas Eve 

and Christmas 

Day  

The birth of Jesus in a 

stable in Bethlehem: The 

angel chorus; the visit of 

the shepherds; the visit 

of the Wise men 

Read the ‘Liturgy and prayer’ specially 

written for us by Rev Kathy Galloway 

 

You have four Christmas puzzles to try while 

you wait for the dinner to cook! 

******* 

Look at the art of the nativity – ‘The visit of 

the shepherds by Giotto di Bondone’ and 

‘The Adoration of the Magi by Albrecht 

Dürer and ponder the comments and 

questions. 

******* 

Light the last, purple, candle and add it to 

your wreath. 

Sunday, 26th 

December:  

After Christmas  

After the birth of Jesus 

Joseph and Mary 

presented their son to 

God in the Temple in 

Jerusalem. They were 

met by Simeon and Anna 

who blessed the child 

and gave thanks for him. 

Read the ‘Liturgy and prayer’ specially 

written for us by Rev Kathy Galloway 

 

Mary and Joseph took two white doves to 

the temple as a presentation to God.  You 

might like to cut out and make a simple dove 

to remind you. You, also, might like to offer 

a special thanks to God for the birth of this 

baby.  

 



1ST WEEK OF ADVENT  
 

To begin 

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.  

Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth, and teach me,  

for you are the God of my salvation;  

for you I wait all day long.  

 

Luke 1, 5-24  The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold 

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to 

the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was 

Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the 

commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no children, because Elizabeth 

was barren, and both were getting on in years. 

Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, he was chosen 

by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and 

offer incense. Now at the time of the incense-offering, the whole assembly of the people 

was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right 

side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear 

overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer 

has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. You will 

have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of 

the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled 

with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the 

spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their 

children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people 

prepared for the Lord.’ Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How will I know that this is so? For I am 

an old man, and my wife is getting on in years.’ The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the 

presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. But 

now, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will 

become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.’ 

Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the 

sanctuary. When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had 

seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak. 

When his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 

After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. 

She said, ‘This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favourably on me and took 

away the disgrace I have endured among my people.’ 



Reflection 

in Jewish culture at the time of Zechariah and Elizabeth, family and community were 

everything, and not to have children was the cause of both sadness and, especially for the 

women, great shame. But Zechariah and Elizabeth were both getting on in years, and past 

the age when they could realistically have expected to have a child. So the shock to 

Zechariah at Gabriel’s visitation is understandable, even if the angel was unimpressed at his 

failure to believe the good news. 

Can you remember a time, in the past year, or at any time, when you received unexpected 

good news? How did you react? What would be unexpected or unlikely good news for you 

this Advent? What would be unexpected good news for Wellington Church, for Glasgow, for 

the world? 

 

Activity 

Colour the Advent wreath, place the first white candle on it and light it. 

Place an incense stick (symbol of our prayers rising to God) in a bowl of sand or soil, and 

light it. 

 

Prayer 

Today, as we turn to you from afar 

You take us by surprise.  

We bear witness to the light, 

to unexpected grace 

coming in unlikely places, 

to a new way of being and knowing and doing. 

In a world where many walk in darkness, 

May hope be born anew in our hearts 

May our homes and churches be open to welcome all in Christ’s name 

For nothing is impossible for God. 

 

To end 

By the tender mercy of our God, 

the dawn from on high will break upon us 

to give light to those who walk in darkness  

and in the shadow of death 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 



 



SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT 
 

To begin 
 
To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.  

I thank my God every time I remember you, 

constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 

because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 

I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you  

will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.  

 

Matthew 1, 1 and 17  The Genealogy of Jesus the Messiah 

An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 

So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David to 
the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to 
the Messiah, fourteen generations.  

Luke 1, 26-38  The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to 

a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name 

was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But 

she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The 

angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you 

will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, 

and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of 

his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there 

will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said 

to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your 

relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her 

who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here 

am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel 

departed from her. 

 
Reflection 
 
Here is another unexpected, even mysterious pregnancy announcement; this time to 

someone who was very young, and not even married. If Elizabeth’s news was a cause for the 

ending of shame, Mary’s was a potential bringer of great shame upon a young Jewish girl.  

 



The first 17 verses of Matthew’s gospel consist of a long list of Jesus’ ancestors, written to 

show that Jesus was the direct descendant of Abraham and the patriarchs, and of David, the 

greatest of Jewish kings. These are mostly the names of men, with only an occasional 

woman mentioned among them. This genealogy is Matthew establishing Jesus’ pedigree. It’s 

a way of saying that Jesus may seem to be just an obscure carpenter from nowhere, but 

actually, he comes from the royal house of Israel.  

 

Books and TV programmes helping people to trace their own family trees are very popular 

today. Our forebears, and especially those who are closest to us in time, have helped to 

shape who we are. But equally important are those who have influenced our life of faith; 

they belong with us on the family tree of the church. Jesse Trees show the genealogy of 

Jesus in the form of a tree, and can be found in stone carvings and stained-glass windows in 

many medieval and modern churches (including Dunblane Cathedral).  

 

Activity 

 

Place the second candle on the wreath and light the two candles. 

Colour the stained-glass window of Gabriel visiting Mary. 

Add the names of people who have been, and are, important to you in the family of faith, to 

the picture of the tree. 

 

Prayer 

 

Today, I add these people to my family tree (name in your prayer) 

I thank you, God, for the family of Jesus. 

I thank you for my own family, for (name in your prayer) 

I pray for families separated or broken or in danger this Advent 

and for those who have lost a dear family member (name in your prayer) 

Bless and remain with us all this Advent. 

 
To end 
 
And this is my prayer,  

that your love may overflow more and more  

with knowledge and full insight 

to help you to determine what is best,  

so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 

having produced the harvest of righteousness  

that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

 

 



 
The Angel visits Mary 



 

People in the church family  

who have meant so much to me! 



THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT 
 

To begin 
 
To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.   

Sing out my soul, sing of the holiness of God; 

Who has delighted in a woman,  

Lifted up the poor, satisfied the hungry, 

Given voice to the silent, grounded the oppressor, 

Blessed the full-bellied with emptiness, 

And with the gift of tears those who have never wept; 

Who has desired the darkness of the womb 

And inhabited our flesh. 

Sing of the longing of God. Sing out, my soul 

 

Luke 1, 39-45, 56  Mary Visits Elizabeth 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where 

she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 

greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and 

exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as 

soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed 

is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’ 

And Mary remained with her for about three months and then returned to her home. 

Reflection 

There is no one who can understand what it’s like to be pregnant in quite the same way as 

another pregnant woman. And in this wonderful story, one can quite see why Mary was in a 

particular  hurry to visit Elizabeth. They must have had a great deal to talk about, the young 

girl and the middle-aged woman related not just by kinship or even by the details of 

pregnancy, but by their recognition that something strange was happening to both of them in 

which the divine Spirit was dynamically at work. How good that they had each other! How 

good that women have each other to turn to in times of difficulty and transformation! 

 

A woman’s body is irrevocably changed by giving birth. But out of that change, the new is 

born. Something of the same kind of transformation happens in all kinds of creative activity, 

and not just to women. Whether it be a poem, a painting, a piece of music, a garden, a 

delicious meal, a degree-all share the same process of conception, gestation, hard labour, 

delivery. Costly discipleship, hospitality and justice, all equally require of us a spiritual 

transformation, and the willingness to sacrifice something of what we have been in order for 

something new to be born. Parenting, prayer, social engagement for the common good are all 



ways through which the fruit of the Spirit grows in us. 

 

Activity 

Place the third candle on the wreath and light the three candles. 

Colour the stained-glass illustration of Mary meeting Elizabeth 

Look at the picture of the fruits of the Spirit and think about the questions it asks. 

 

Prayer 

Mothering God,  

may we never take the miracle of birth for granted.  

Give us steadfast love towards those who depend on us,  

that we may be practical bringers of hope and courage to others. 

Midwife of our lives, pull us into life and breathe new spirit into us. 

Creator Spirit, visit us with your divine imagination,  

that we also may recognise you, even when you come in unexpected ways.  

 

To end 

Rejoice in the Lord always;  

again I will say, Rejoice. 

Let your gentleness be known to everyone.  

The Lord is near. 

Do not worry about anything,  

but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving  

let our requests be made known to God. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,  

will guard our hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen 

 



 
Mary visits her cousin 

Elizabeth 



Elizabeth offered Mary her support for the months to come. In Galatians 5: 22-23, we learn 

that, as Christians grow in faith, so their relationships with others also develop and mature. 

Which ‘fruits of the ‘spirit’ do you think Elizabeth showed to Mary. Which have developed 

in your own life? 



FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT 

 

To begin 

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.   

O lover of souls, 

You hold on to us even if we fail to hold on to you 

Come greet us in our distress 

Wrap our souls in the immensity of your love. 

You see us lost and wandering 

Come and guide us home. 

O Lightener of the stars 

You know our night time fears 

Come and brighten the darkness. 

O God of Light and Hope 

You love us even in our darkness 

Come! Bring your Light 

 

Matthew 1, 18-25   The Birth of Jesus the Messiah 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the 

Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 

disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel 

of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 

take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a 

son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took 

place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall name him Emmanuel’, 

which means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 

Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until 

she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

 

Reflection 

Joseph is often overlooked in the Advent and Christmas story. He’s just there in the 

background; sometimes, he’s not there at all.  But without him, there would be no story, at 

least not in the way we are familiar with. He gives Mary unwavering care and support, even 

when it’s dangerous, even when he would have been expected to, and been justified in, 



turning away from her, according to the common practice of his time and place. But not only 

is he by her side;  interestingly, the gospel of Matthew traces Jesus’ royal lineage through 

Joseph, not through Mary. It’s a clear message that inclusion in the family of God does not 

come through DNA, is not biological but depends on adoption through love and acceptance. 

This is a word for us all. 

 

Activity 

Place the fourth candle on the wreath and light the four candles. 

Read ‘The role of Joseph’ by Jack Stroman, and study the artwork: “Joseph with Infant” by 

Guercino (1591-1666) 

Colour the stained glass window of Joseph and Mary alone together 

 

Prayer 

God, you love us with a tender love 

Like Mary, holding us gently and safely, 

Like Joseph, breaking with harsh tradition  

to stand by his beloved and her baby. 

Still our restless hearts to rest in you, 

Knowing ourselves loved,  

knowing ourselves precious 

God, be with us in our waiting 
 

 
To end 
 
The blessing of the God of Sarah and Hagar and Abraham, 

The blessing of the God of Moses and Miriam, 

The blessing of the God of Elizabeth and Zechariah and Joseph 

the blessing of the Son, born of Mary, 

The blessing of the Holy Spirit 

Who broods over us as a mother over her children 

be with us now and always.  

Amen.  

 

 



The role of Joseph 

(Courtesy of Jack Stroman) 

 

Joseph, the earthly father of Jesus, appears almost as an after-thought in the Christmas story. 

Mary receives top billing.  

In reading the birth story in Matthew, we learn that Mary and Joseph were engaged. In the first 

century of Jewish culture, this meant they were already considered as husband and wife. 

Therefore, unfaithfulness constituted adultery. So when Mary was already pregnant, Joseph 

decided to break off their relationship. Matthew describes Joseph as a “righteous man” (1:19), 

a person utterly devoted to keeping the law and the covenant. As such he was legally justified 

to end their engagement. But Joseph’s concern for the woman he loved caused him to temper 

his decision with mercy since he knew what would happen to Mary if he divorced her because 

of infidelity. She might be killed or turned out by her family and ostracized by the community. 

He knew she would have to scratch an existence for herself and her child by begging, borrowing 

or stealing. As a righteous man, Joseph would never want this for his family. Torn between 

loyalty to his wife and loyalty to the law, he attempted to do both by deciding to dismiss her 

quietly. 

He probably felt his whole world had fallen apart, his good name had been dishonoured, and 

most of all his trust had been violated. Joseph could have walked away from this entire 

situation. But he did not. He could not forget he was a righteous man, remembering who he 

had been all these years, and what strength, guidance and satisfaction this brought to his life. 

Joseph’s supportive role establishes him as a human being of remarkable spiritual stature. He 

possessed the boldness, courage, daring, and strength of character to defy the expectations of 

his entire community and take Mary as his wife. He did so in spite of the people who may have 

wanted to stone her for adultery. It may have been Joseph’s vision of justice, mercy and 

obedience that prevented that outcome. 

Joseph and Mary were caught up in a whirlwind of events, being forced to leave Nazareth and 

to travel more than 80 miles over rough terrain to Bethlehem just in time for Mary, under 

primitive first century conditions, to give birth to their son in a stable cave with animals because 

Joseph could find no room in the inn. Then in a short period of time, a decree by King Herod 

threatened the life of their son. 

They fled as refugees to Egypt, where Joseph was forced to live in a strange land, amid a 

strange culture, caring for the safety and care for his wife and child. Joseph never had time to 

catch his breath under such brutal circumstances. It is hard for us to imagine how Joseph could 

provide such protection for his family, except for the assurance of God’s presence and the 

angelic voices who guided him amid King Herod’s threats to his son. We know that these 

Roman threats against Jesus’ life are just the beginning. 

 

 



JOSEPH WITH INFANT 

Centuries of religious art have produced numerous “Madonna with Infant” scenes, often with 

no sign of Joseph, as though he was cropped out of the family portrait and in the numerous 

nativity scenes that decorate the base of our Christmas trees or fireplace mantlepieces. In this 

portrait of “Joseph with Infant” by Guercino (1591-1666), notice how the artist depicts the 

infant Jesus in a playful and tender mood, holding a red rose to Joseph’s chin. 

 

 

 



 Joseph and Mary alone, for once, with their new-born baby and their love for each other. 



CHRISTMAS 
 

 
To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.   

A child is born 

A child to save us 

we share the news with great joy. 

A child is born 

A child to challenge us 

we share the news with great joy 

A child is born 

A child for the world 

we share the news with great joy 

 

Luke 2, 1-7  The Birth of Jesus 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

Reflection 

So here it is, finally, the birth we have been waiting for. There will be bright angels and 

bewildered shepherds, there will be a star, and wise men from the east bringing rather 

unsuitable gifts for a baby. But for now, let’s stay with the simplicity-the woman who has 

given birth in a shed, the man who is giving the baby a name and a home, and the baby, tiny 

and vulnerable, born into a dangerous and impoverished world. Not a miracle, just a baby. 

One, moreover, who had to flee as a refugee from the swords of war, whose life and 

teaching led him into conflict, and who ended up dying violently and ignominiously. Peace 

didn’t break out the day he was born either!  

But that is for another day. For now, we give great thanks for a child born to show us in a 

human life the love of God. Glory to God in the highest. 

 

 



Activity 

Nothing too serious today, just some fun Christmas puzzles to do as we wait for the dinner 

to cook! 

Look at the art of the nativity – ‘The visit of the shepherds by Giotto di Bondone’ and ‘The 

Adoration of the Magi by Albrecht Dürer and ponder the comments and questions. 

And place the fifth candle on the wreath and light all the candles. 

 

Prayer 

Shining God, 

even the darkness is not dark to you. 

Shine in our darkness, light of our lives. 

 

When people walk in the grey gloom of poverty and loss, 

when pain drains the colour out of life, 

when neighbours are paralysed by the darkness of fear, 

may your light and purpose bring hope and healing, 

and the birth of a child bring joy. 

 

To end 

Christmas Day 

Angels and stars, shepherds and travellers, a newborn child 

An old story full of love and danger,  

Laying bare the beauty of an amazing God. 

The blessing of God be with us,  

and with everyone we love, 

and peace to the world, 

Amen 

 



SOME CHRISTMAS PUZZLES  

WHILE THE DINNER COOKS!  

One: a wordsearch 



 

SOME CHRISTMAS PUZZLES  

WHILE THE DINNER COOKS! 

Two: Christmas carols 



SOME CHRISTMAS PUZZLES  

WHILE THE DINNER COOKS! 

Three: Name that tune 

 

 



SOME CHRISTMAS PUZZLES  

WHILE THE DINNER COOKS! 

Four: a Christmas crossword 



The visit of the shepherds  
by Giotto di Bondone, (born 1266/67 or 1276, Vespignano, near Florence—

died January 8, 1337, Florence) 

 
Notice  

• That the stable almost floats ethereally between earth and heaven; 

• That one of the angels is directly addressing the shepherds, thus bringing into the 

picture the story of the angels appearing in the fields; 

• That a goat is bundled in with the sheep – perhaps reflecting the parable of the sheep 

and the goats; 

• That Joseph sits isolated from all the action; 

• That a midwife has appeared to support the baby; 

• That Mary (in traditional blue and with a halo) rests in the manger with her child; she 

is also portrayed out of proportion to the cow, sheep and Joseph! 

The Adoration of the Magi  



by Albrecht Dürer, 21 May 1471, Nuremburg, died 6 April 1528, Nuremberg 

 

 

Notice: 
• The picture is in ‘modern’ (1504) dress; 

• Mary and the child have moved outside the stable and the child is growing up; 

• Look how lively the baby is – fascinated by the gold-bearing wise man and his box. 

• The traditionally black wise man (bringing myrrh) is part of the circle – immediately 

opposite Mary and included in the group by the face of the second wise man (bringing 

frankincense; 

• Nin the background a group of people have met on horseback along with two 

peasants. As is always in the midst of deep spiritual thought and activity, everyday 

life continues.  

• Jerusalem literally towers in the background – a pervasive presence in the story to 

come. 

• Why is the stable, and particularly the nearby buildings, in ruins? 

 



THE PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE 

 

To begin 

Because God chose not a palace but a tent 
We bear witness to the light 

Because God chose to be one of us,  
not apart from us 
We bear witness to the light 

Because God chose the margins,  
not the centre 
We bear witness to the light 

Because a woman said yes  
when she could have said no 
We bear witness to the light 
For nothing is impossible for God. 

 

Luke 2: 22-40   The Presentation in the Temple 

When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and 

Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  (as it is written in the Law of the 

Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”),  and to offer a sacrifice in 

keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”[ 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was 

waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him.  It had been revealed to 

him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.  Moved 

by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to 

do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised 

God, saying: 

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
    you may now dismiss[your servant in peace. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and the glory of your people Israel.” 

 
The child’s father and mother marvelled at what was said about him. Then Simeon blessed 

them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of 

many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against,  so that the thoughts of many 

hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 



There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very 

old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow 

until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and 

praying. Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about 

the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 

When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned 

to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong; he was 

filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 

 

Reflection 

Jesus was presented in the Jerusalem Temple at the age of forty days, according to the 

requirement of the Law of Moses for a first-born male child. There he was greeted by both 

Simeon and Anna and thus there was a meeting of the five - these two, Mary, Joseph and 

Jesus. 

The Gospel reading describes the bringing of Jesus by Mary and Joseph to the Temple and 

their offering of a sacrifice as required by the Law (Leviticus 12:8; Luke 2:24) after the birth 

of a first-born son (Exodus 13:2,15) . It continues by presenting Simeon, a devout Jew, who 

was waiting to see the Messiah of his people. On seeing Jesus, he knew that he was looking 

at the Messiah and so taking him in his arms, he praised God and uttered the prayer we now 

call "Nunc dimittis." Then Simeon turned to bless Mary and Joseph and prophesied 

concerning the messianic vocation and work of Jesus. This small group was then joined by 

Anna, a godly widow, who also was waiting for the advent of the Messiah. After she had 

seen Jesus and also recognised him as the Messiah, she thanked God and spoke of him as 

the Messiah to many people. 

 

Activities 

Mary and Joseph took two white doves to the temple as a presentation to God.  You might 

like to cut out and make a simple dove to remind you.  

As final thought, look at the painting ‘The Story of Christ by Gaudenzio Ferrari (c. 1471 – 

January 11, 1546) was an Lombard painter and sculptor. The painting reminds us that Advent 

and Christmas were just the beginning. How many of the events in the picture do you 

recognise? They all lead on to the death and resurrection of Jesus and all that this means for 

us. 

So you might like to offer a special thanks to God for the birth of this rather special baby. 

  



Prayer 

Living God, this Christmas time,  
Thank you for the invitation  
you are always offering. 
Like Simeon and Anna 
Keep us watchful and waiting  
for Jesus in our midst. 
Help us to recognise him  
and hear his word to us 
that we may be open  
to your coming in love among us. 
Amen 
 

Closing Responses 
 

Oh that you would tear open the heavens  
and come down 
to your fragile, faithless people. 
Nothing is impossible for God 
 
Something is happening,  
someone is coming, 
prepare the way of the Lord. 
Nothing is impossible for God 
 
He is coming in the power  
and gentleness of the Spirit 
to bring good news to the poor  
and justice to the nations 
Nothing is impossible for God 

 
We bear witness to the light, 
to a child born in weakness,  
to the divine made human, 
to a new way of being  
and knowing and doing 
Nothing is impossible for God 
 
May Christ be born anew in our hearts 
May our homes and churches  
be open to welcome all in his name 
May his hope, his peace, his love,  
transform our broken world 
For nothing is impossible for God 

 
 
 



Making a dove! 

 



 

 

 

The Story of Christ by Gaudenzio Ferrari 
• Top row: Annunciation, Nativity, Visit of the Three Magi, Flight to Egypt, Baptism of Christ, Raising of Lazarus,  Entry to Jerusalem, Last Supper. 

• Middle row: Washing of feet, Agony in the Garden, Arrest of Christ, Trial before the Sanhedrin, Trial before Pilate, Flagellation. 

• Bottom row: Ecce homo, Carrying the cross, Christ falls, Crucifixion, Deposition from the cross, Harrowing of Hell, Resurrection. 
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