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David Sinclair writes:
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
    
  

  

  

        

  

  

  

  

  
  

                                                                    Welcome to all 
 

Love one another, as I have loved you (John 15:12) 
 

We welcome into the life and worship of our congregation people of every race, gender, background, age,  
sexual orientation, mental or physical ability. 
 
We affirm our diversity and the dignity of each person. 
 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  (Romans 15:7) 
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Message from The Rev. Richard Baxter: 

 

 

Dear friends,  

 

I am very much 

looking forward to 

joining you at 

Wellington in early 

March, and to 

getting to know you 

over the months 

ahead. 

 

 

 

I thought a short 

personal introduction might be helpful, and no doubt over the coming months 

many of the gaps will be filled in. My background is that I was born and brought 

up in Bangor, Co. Down, and still have family there. I studied history in Edinburgh 

and then in Oxford before starting work as a tax inspector in Edinburgh. After five 

years I left that role and worked as a tax consultant for Arthur Andersen for a 

couple of years. 

 

Feeling a strong call to ministry (a story I promise to share in due course) I went 

back to study theology at New College in Edinburgh. My training was carried out 

in the Kingdom of Fife, and my first post was as minister of Kennoway, 

Windygates and Balgonie: St Kenneth’s. I spent nineteen happy years there, before 

moving to Fort William to be minister of what started as the linked charge of Fort 

William Duncansburgh MacIntosh and Kilmonivaig, and finished as Fort William 

Kilmallie and Kilmonivaig. I have spent 6 years in Lochaber and have great 

memories of my time there and the people I have worked alongside. Almost all of 

my ministry has involved working in teams. 

 

I’m married to Sheryl who is a recently retired teacher. We have two adult 

children, both living in Glasgow, and we became grandparents for the first time 

last autumn, much to our delight.  
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My wider church involvement has had a financial focus (inevitable for former tax 

inspector!) but also interests in the areas of World Mission and Faith Impact, many 

of which overlap with priorities I see in the life of Wellington. 

 

So what is a Transition Minister? I’m as new to that as you are, but I see my role 

first of all to be a faithful minister, preaching the gospel, providing pastoral care, 

offering support to the congregation’s work and at the same time to guide the 

congregation through a period of significant change. It will take me some time to 

get to know Wellington, its ways and its people, and I’ll rely on your help, support 

and tolerance. I’m looking forward to the challenge, and I trust that together we 

can serve God and serve our neighbours in positive, lively and creative ways. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Richard 

 

P.S. For a sneak preview, feel free to search YouTube for Richard Baxter Fort 

William to see examples of unscripted, informal worship, mostly in the great 

outdoors. 

 

 

 

“Who  knows you?” 
 

Dear All 
 
Recently there was a fascinating Radio 4 documentary in which a 
young American doctor training in neurology had come to the 
realisation that he had been suffering since childhood from a rare 
neurological disorder -“Mirror Touch Synesthesia”. 
 
Basically this caused him to over empathise with ordinary 
individuals so that when he saw that they were in pain he actually 
felt their pain and shared their heightened emotions.  Folks with 
this condition often see letters and numbers in specific colours - 1 
is red, 2 is blue and so on.   
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After a good deal of research and counselling he was able to 
control and put his condition to good use as a practising 
physician. 
 
One of the downsides of having to wear masks in church is that 
we cannot see our facial expressions very clearly and as a result 
may overlook folks who are going through a time of difficulty.  I 
know that we use the phrase “putting on a brave face” in church 
when things are not going well but the good empathisers will pick 
up signals from our demeanour, including our facial expressions, 
and hopefully minister to us and encourage us in the right way. 
 
Jesus was and is the supreme empathiser.  When you read of his 
encounters with individuals in the Gospels stories the striking 
thing is that he is immediately able to identify and empathise with 
them.    When Jesus heard of the death of Lazarus the brother of 
Martha and Mary his response is to identify with them in their 
grief.  John 11: 33-35 (J.B. Phillips): 

33 When Jesus saw Mary weep and noticed the tears of the Jews 
who came with her, he was deeply moved and visibly distressed. 

34 “Where have you put him?” he asked. 

35 “Lord, come and see,” they replied, and at this Jesus himself 
wept. 

Even though we wear masks, Jesus sees us as we really are and 
is able to share our ‘highs and lows’ as we go through life.  The 
writer to the Hebrews puts it very clearly: 

Seeing that we have a great High Priest who has entered the 
inmost Heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to our 
faith. For we have no superhuman High Priest to whom our 
weaknesses are unintelligible—he himself has shared fully in all 
our experience of temptation, except that he never sinned.  
Hebrews 4:14-15 (J.B. Phillips) 
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We look forward to the time when we can dispense with masks, 
sing out loud and smile at one another because the words of 
Bernadette Farrell’s great hymn based on Psalm139  
re-assure us that God knows and empathises with you and me!: 
 

“O', God, you search me, and you know me 
All my thoughts lie open to your gaze 

When I walk or lie down, you are before me 
'Ever the maker and keeper of my days.” 

 
Roger Sturrock 
 
 
 

Wellington Concert Series  
 
Rejoice  
 
Héloïse Bernard and Alan Kitchen presented REJOICE! - a 
programme of uplifting and celebratory music for soprano and 
organ at a Saturday concert in December . 
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Douze Noels Concert 
 
On Saturday 11th 
December at 1pm, we 
welcomed Gwen Màiri 
Sinclair to Wellington for a 
concert of music for 
clarsach and voice, 
featured on her latest CD 
of Basque Noëls and 
Advent music.  
 
Many will remember 
Gwen as the daughter of 
former minister David 
Sinclair.  The concert also 
featured Scots traditional 
singer Iona Fyfe with 
Scots Song. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
WELLINGTON CONCERT SERIES  Jan - June 2022 
 
For the last two years we have all been denied the experience of 
participation in live concerts - either as performers presenting or 
as audience attending. Happily, the protocols for the safe return 
to such events are now established, and, coupled with the large 
capacity of the Wellington building, we can now present the 
Wellington Saturday Concert Series once again.  
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These take place at 1pm on the last Saturday of each month from 
January to May, with a slightly longer concert on the last Saturday 
in June starting at 2pm.  
 
Most of the performers are postgraduate students from the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland, and as such, we have become 
accustomed to the consistently high standard of artistry which 
they present. Entry is by donation - all of which goes to the 
artists. For this season we have a wide variety of styles and 
genres, ranging from solo pianists, singers of all voices, string 
players, an accordion and violin duo, to the cross-border 
traditional band Flytt. Please come along to support these 
concerts, and help establish the return of live music, for the sake 
of performers and audiences alike.  
Alan Kitchen 
 
New Season of concerts 
 
All welcome. Entry on donation.  
Last Saturday of the month at 1pm.  
 
February 26th  
Winny Leywantono, Laetitia 
Pannetier, Sarah Nail  
Piano trio – Mendelssohn trio no.2 
Iedida Condida  
Piano Solo - Prokofiev, Sibelius  
 
March 26th  
Flytt – Cross border traditional 
band  
Teresa Ferreira, Yingli Ouyang  
Viola and piano duo – Enescu, 
Britten  
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April 30th  
Nikita Lukinov  
Piano solo  
Sofia Ros & Maria Turowska  - Accordion & violin duo  
 
May 28th  
Laura Coppinger & David Palmer  
Soprano & piano – Programme inspired by the Tudors  
Magdalena Milinska, violin & Hye Soo Kang, piano  
Piano & violin - Elgar sonata  
 
June 25th  2pm !!!  
Wellington Scholars & friends  
The Oscen Ensemble – Oboe, voice and piano  
Vox duo – soprano and mezzo  
Guitar & voice trio 
 
 
Burns Night  

With a ZOOM of almost 40 people and lots of talent in the 
International Club, we had a splendid Burns Night on Friday 28 
January.   

Thankfully some members of the congregation played prominent 
parts: Herbert  Runciman did his annual Address to a Haggis and 
had a beautiful big one clearly visible on screen which he ‘cut up 
wi’ ready slight.’ 

As Brad had gone to assist Herbert set up, it was an ideal 
opportunity for Brad to be seen on a ZOOM screen for the first 
time.  He spoke the words of Robert Burns in an imaginary 
‘conversation’ between the Bard and the Indian philosopher and 
poet Tagore.  Shahid very kindly spoke Tagore’s part. That duo 
illustrated how Tagore, as a student in London, had been greatly 
influenced by the music and lyrics of Burns. 
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Another poem came 
from Wenfeng – a 
Professor of Emergency 
Communications in 
X’ian and on research 
leave in Glasgow.  He 
had made a tour of the 
Highlands soon after 
arriving in Scotland last 
autumn and he fell in 
love with the places he 
visited. So his natural 
choice was: ‘My heart’s 
in the Highlands, my 
heart is not here.’ He 
also introduced the 
Chinese legendary 
female warrior: Mutan 
Hua to illustrate a 
valiant person.   

 

Professor Wenfeng at the Burns Birthplace Museum's famous 'mouse'   

A stanza of the lovely long story of the Cotter’s Saturday Night, 
was spoken by Awara now back home in Kurdish Iraq. He was 
able to empathise with the sentiment expressed – you can take 
the man out of Scotland but you can’t take Scotland out of the 
man.   

Tom and Christina did a two hander ‘To a Mouse’ with Christina 
explaining what the poem was all about and Tom actually reciting 
it.  They were followed immediately by Natalia reciting it in 
Russian. She’d been taught Burns’ poems in school as a child in 
the former USSR. 

There was no shortage of music either.  Janice and Leon Fuller 
played drums and accordion as people ZOOMed in and set up. 
Then they played at two other points in the programme, 
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concluding with a top tapping ‘set’ and Auld Lang Syne for the 
finale. Ten-year-old Hannah – who celebrates her birthday on the 
same day as Robert Burns played Auld Lang Syne as a solo on 
her harp just before Janice and Leon’s final ‘set.’ 

A very determined Kemel stayed up till 2am in his native 
Kazakhstan in order to entertain us with some classical music on 
the Dombra. He was due to be at school the next morning at 8am 
and he made it! Well done that lad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flying haggis, art work by David Mach for the University of Glasgow 

Ruth Beattie and her granddaughter Sam presented a lovely 
selection of Burns music and beautiful pictures of Scotland. Then 
Sam and her Mum played Pastoral on clarinet and piano.  Ruth 
completed her ‘set’ with ‘Whistle and I’ll come tae ye my lad” as a 
dance demonstrated by some of the finest dancers of the Royal 
Scottish Country Dance Society. 

A fun Burns quiz by Liz - the Club's co-leader - was a good talking 
point at the 'interval' in the break-out rooms. 
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A short power-point introduction to Robert Burns by Grace later 
produced the surprising comment from one member of the Club 
that they had never known about the Burns Birthplace Museum 
and the Burns Cottage visitor’s attractions in Alloway so now that 
they did, they’d be making a visit there! 

Wellington Church International Welcome Club 
 
Wellington Notes 
 
Rebecca is keeping the front page of our website updated with 
news of the Church of Scotland regulations for worship in the 
church. https://wellingtonchurch.co.uk/   
 
Heather McMillan asked to be remembered to everyone in 
Wellington. She has joined Betty Henderson in Buchanan Lodge 
in Bearsden. 
 
Clear and Clean :  Come along and help to restore the portico, 
steps and garden after the contractors have finished. Saturday 
mornings in February: 9am-12pm on the 19th and 26th. Contact 
John Bradley or Ekpe Ukpe for details. 
 
The Crypt Café :  The cafe is open from Monday to Thursday 
from 10:30 to 1:45pm. If would like to volunteer contact Jackie: 
3349887 / jackie@murrays.org.uk  
 
Communion 
Roger giving communion to 
Pat Murray with Ushin and 
Fumi in December. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Deadline date for next newsletter: 6th April. 

https://wellingtonchurch.couk/
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2 Letters from the Presbytery 
 
Letter One 
 
31 January 2022 
Dear Friends 
 
“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose 
under the heaven”. 
What is our purpose to be in these times? That is the question 
which the Presbytery Plan Creation Group is now dealing with. 
I think this is a time to face facts, to pull up and to plant, to build 
on what has been done and to continue that work urgently. 
 

 Time to face facts: The 2021 General Assembly instructed 
all presbyteries to review and update their mission plans by 
the end of 2022. 

 Time to pull-up and plant: The Presbytery of Glasgow has 
been allocated a total of 84 ‘ministry’ posts. We currently 
have 123 charges, and many church buildings 

 Time to complete work already begun: The Presbytery 
Mission Plan Review Group and last year’s local focus 
groups have given us 21 principles to abide by.  

 
Now, we all have work to do: The PPCG has to bring a draft 
Mission Plan before Presbytery for approval by September and 
the Faith Nurture Forum and General Trustees by December.  
 
It is important to us that we consult with local churches and take 
their comments and concerns into consideration. We are a 
diverse Presbytery; we are coming from different starting places 
and our congregations each have their own characters and 
histories. There will be change. Change both excites and 
threatens us and I can relate to both reactions. 
 
We face hard choices. No parish or post is ‘immune’. As in 
bereavement, when we feel shock, numbness, anxiety or denial, 
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we react with denial, defensively, even angrily. After all, we are 
experiencing loss shared, personal and cultural.  
 
However, I do wonder where will defensiveness lead? Denial 
might deliver a short-term pay�off; a committee given a bloody 
nose; a hard choice left for another day; the illusion of  
business as usual. We could split into parties ‘for and against’ or 
argue over the inheritance. All very understandable and very 
human, but is there another way? 
 
What if we own these feelings? What if we say, “Yes, I do feel 
threatened. We are angry and resentful”, and go on to say, 
“Alright, we won’t pretend that this is what we’d choose normally, 
but we have to deal with it. This is the time.” This cannot be 
wished away. Much has already been done and now we have to 
see it through. 
 
Your PPCG will work conscientiously to bring a draft plan before 
Presbytery. Then Presbytery will decide.  
 
Over the coming weeks and months we will make every effort to 
maintain regular contact with you. It is important that you know 
how we are progressing and it is equally important to us that we 
know about your comments and concerns. What can you offer in 
this shared effort? 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Roy Henderson 
Convener, Presbytery Plan Creation Group 
 
Letter two 
 
31 January 2022 
Dear Friends, 
 
You may recall that last December Presbytery agreed that the 
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work on the new Mission Plan would be done on a zonal basis. 
Presbytery will be asked to approve these zones on 8th March, so 
we are contacting you now to ask each congregation to confirm 
where it sees itself best placed. Once these zones are agreed, 
the Presbytery Plan Creation Group (PPCG) will consult with 
each zone and at a local level to work out how best the plan will 
be met. 
 
Congregations have been placed in the same geographical 
grouping that was given for the focus groups last autumn. It 
might be that you feel your congregation sits better in an 
alternative group. If so please make clear in your response where 
it would be better placed and why.  
 
In order that this work can be placed before Presbytery on 8th 
March, the PPCG asks for responses to be returned by 28th 
February.  
 
The attached provisional map is based on geography and there 
may be some congregations who feel that they would be better 
working with those in another zone. Once the zones are agreed, 
an allocation of posts will then be given to each zone for the 
further discussions. The population figures used to make these 
allocations will be the most recently available to presbytery, which 
takes its guidance from the Church of Scotland statistician. Given 
that the plan will be reviewed on an annual basis, it is anticipated 
that each year the populations in each zone will be revised and 
the plan updated on that basis.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Rev. Roy Henderson 
Convener, Presbytery Plan Creation Group (PPCG) 
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The Presbytery of Glasgow 
Proposed Zones 
These five zones, used for Mission Plan consultation in 2021, 
may have use in allocating parish-based ministries under the 
Mission Plan. 
(Maps should be available in Church to review). 
 
 
Zone 1 
Yoker 
Drumch. St 
Andrews 
Drumch. St 
Marks 
Knightswood 
Anniesland 
Trinity 
St David’s 
Knightswood 
Blawarthill 
Scotstoun 
Whiteinch 
Balshagray 
Vic Park 
Broomhill 
Hyndland 
St John's 
Renfield 
Jordanhill 
Gairbraid 
Kelvinside 
Hillhead 
Kelvinbridge 
Wellington 
St Andrew's 
West 
St. Columba 
(Gaelic) 
Sandyford 
Henderson 
Partick South 
Partick Trinity 
St George's 
Tron 
Possilpark 
Maryhill 
Ruchill 
Kelvinside 
Trinity Possil 

 
Zone 2 
Gallowgate 
Cathedral 
Dennistoun 
New 
Bridgeton 
Calton 
Parkhead 
St Andrew's 
East 
St Paul's 
St Enoch’s 
Hoggan 
Tron St Mary's 
Carntyne 
Cranhill 
Barlanark 
Greyfriars 
Sandyhills 
Baillieston 
Mure 
Memorial 
Baillieston St 
Andrews 
Kenmure 
Mount Vernon 
Carmyle 
Causeway 
Tollcross 
Shettleston 
New 
Easterhouse 
Gartcosh 
Glenboig 
Chryston 
Moodiesburn 
Robroyston 
Ruchazie 
Garthamlock 
Stepps 

St Rollox 
Wallacewell 
Springburn 
Colston Milton 
Colston 
Wellpark 
 
Zone 3 
Bishopbriggs: 
Kenmure 
Bishopbriggs: 
Springfield 
Cambridge 
Cadder 
Torrance 
Campsie 
Milton of 
Campsie 
Lenzie Old 
Lenzie Union 
Kirkintilloch: 
St Columba 
Kirkintilloch: 
St Mary's 
Kirkintilloch: 
St David's 
Kirkintilloch 
Hillhead 
Kilsyth: Burns 
& Old 
Kilsyth: 
Anderson 
Cumbernauld: 
Old 
Cumbernauld: 
Abronhill 
Cumbernauld: 
Kildrum 
Cumbernauld: 
St Mungo's 
Cumbernauld: 

Condorrat 
Twechar 
 
Zone 4 
Govan and 
Linthouse 
Ibrox 
Kinning Park 
Pollokshields 
Hillington Park 
Cardonald 
Sherbrooke 
Mosspark 
St James’ 
Pollok 
Eastwood 
St 
Christopher's 
Priesthill & 
Nitshill 
Carnwadric 
Thornliebank 
Newton 
Mearns 
Maxwell 
Mearns 
Broom 
Mearnskirk 
Busby 
Greenbank 
Giffnock: 
Orchardhill 
Giffnock: 
South 
Giffnock: The 
Park 
Williamwood 
St Andrew's 
and St 
Nicholas 
Shawlands 

Trinity 
Pollokshaws 
Merrylea 
Newlands 
South 
Netherlee and 
Stamperland 
Langside 
Eaglesham 
 
Zone 5 
Gorbals 
Queen’s Park 
Govanhill 
Carmunnock 
Castlemilk 
Fernhill and 
Cathkin 
Burnside 
Blairbeth 
Rutherglen: 
Old 
Rutherglen: 
West and 
Wardlawhill 
Rutherglen: 
Stonelaw 
Cambuslang 
Cambuslang 
Flemington 
Hallside 
Croftfoot 
King's Park 
Toryglen 
Clincarthill 
CathcartTrinity 
Cathcart Old 
 
 
 
 

& Henry Drummond 
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Wellington’s Lenten Appeal 
 
This year the Lenten Appeal is for: 
Cranhill Parish Church - continuing the link we established in the 
autumn. 

 
Freedom from Torture - a UK based charity which provides 
clinical, emotional and practical support for victims of torture. 

 
The Disasters Emergency Committee Afghanistan Appeal - in a 
country of 40million people where war and prolonged drought 
have devastated the economy humanitarian aid will be needed for 
a long time. 
Maureen Small (Mission and Outreach) 
 
 
 

Easter services:     
 
Palm Sunday 10th April evening 
service 7pm on zoom, lead by Roger 
Sturrock and Gordon Kirkwood 
 
Maunday Thursday 14th April 7pm 
on zoom with communion lead by 
Catriona Gorton and Stewart Gillan 
 
Good Friday vigil at Kelvinside Hillhead 12noon to 3pm “the 7 
last sayings on the cross” (lead by various ministers and folks). 
 
Easter Sunday combined 9 am service in the Botanics under the 
big tree (lead by Stephen Powell student at KH).  
Breakfast in Wellington crypt café afterwards. 
 
Easter Sunday morning service at Wellington lead by Richard 
Baxter, with communion. 
 
 


