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A SERVICE OF INTRODUCTION For  

Rev Richard Baxter, Transition Minister,  

Wellington church of Scotland, Presbytery of Glasgow 

 

Moderator: Mr Robert G Hynd 

Presiding Minister: Rev Gillian Rooney 

 

The Presbytery enter the church during the singing of this psalm. 

 

 

1 Hymn CH4 63  All people that on earth do dwell 

 

All people that on earth do dwell, 

sing to the Lord with cheerful voice. 

Him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell, 

come ye before him and rejoice! 

Know that the Lord is God indeed; 

without our aid he did us make; 

We are his folk,  he doth us feed, 

and for his sheep he doth us take. 

O enter then his gates with praise, 

approach with joy his courts unto: 

praise, laud and bless his name always, 

for it is seemly so to do. 

For why?  The Lord our God is good, 

his mercy is forever sure; 

His truth at all times firmly stood, 

and shall from age to age endure. 

 

2 Words of welcome from the Moderator  

 

3. The presiding minister leads the call to prayer followed by a prayer of 

approach: 

 

Call to prayer 

There is one body and one Spirit, 

just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 

one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

one God and Father of all. 

But to each of us grace has been given 
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according to the measure of Christ's gift. 

 

Prayer of approach…………………………….. 

 

 

 

4 Old Testament reading: Isaiah 43:18-25 read by Mr Shahid Khan 

 

5 Epistle 2 Corinthians 1:18-25 read by Dr Glenda White 

 

6 Hymn 237 Look Forward in Faith 

 

Look forward in faith  

All time is in God’s hand.  

Walk humbly with him  

And trust his future plan.  

God has wisely led  

His people by his power  

Look forward in hope  

He gives us each new hour.  

 

Look forward in faith  

The world is in God’s care.  

His purpose of love  

He calls on us to share.  

In our neighbours need  

The Lord is present still.  

He blesses the meek!  

The earth will know God’s will. 

 

Look forward in faith  

God gives us life each day  

Go onward with Christ  

His Spirit guides our way. 

Now God lets us live  

Within the sphere of grace.  

Trust ever in him,  

He rules o’er earth and space. 

 

7 Sermon 

 

8 A Statement of Christian Faith 

said by minister and people, all standing. 
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We believe in one God: 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

God is love. 

 

We praise God the Father: 

who created the universe and keeps it in being. 

He made us his sons and daughters to share his joy, 

living together in justice and peace, 

caring for his world and for each other. 

 

We proclaim Jesus Christ, God the Son: 

born of Mary, 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

he became one of us, 

sharing our life and our death. 

He made known God’s compassion and mercy, 

giving hope and declaring forgiveness of sin, 

offering healing and wholeness to all. 

By his death on the cross and by his resurrection 

he has triumphed over evil. 

Jesus is Lord of life and of all creation. 

 

We trust God the Holy Spirit: 

who unites us to Christ 

and gives life to the Church; 

who brings us to repentance 

and assures us of forgiveness. 

The Spirit guides us in our understanding of the Bible, 

renews us in the sacraments, 

and calls us to serve God in the world. 

 

We rejoice in the gift of eternal life: 

we have sure and certain hope  

of resurrection through Christ, 

and we look for his coming again to judge the world. 

Then all things will be made new; 

and creation will rejoice 

in worshipping the Father, 

through the Son, 

in the power of the Spirit, 

one God, blessed for ever.         

Amen. 
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9 Hymn: CH4 374 From heaven you came helpless babe 

 

From Heaven, You came helpless babe 

Entered our world, your glory veiled 

Not to be served but to serve 

And give Your life that we might live 

 

This is our God, The Servant King 

He calls us now to follow Him 

To bring our lives as a daily offering 

Of worship to The Servant King 

 

There in the garden of tears 

My heavy load he chose to bear 

His heart with sorrow was torn 

"Yet not My will but Yours", He said 

 

This is our God, The Servant King 

He calls us now to follow Him 

To bring our lives as a daily offering 

Of worship to The Servant King 

 

Come see His hands and His feet 

The scars that speak of sacrifice 

Hands that flung stars into space 

To cruel nails surrendered 

 

This is our God, The Servant King 

He calls us now to follow Him 

To bring our lives as a daily offering 

Of worship to The Servant King 

 

So let us learn how to serve 

And in our lives enthrone Him 

Each other's needs to prefer 

For it is Christ we're serving 

 

This is our God, The Servant King 

He calls us now to follow Him 

To bring our lives as a daily offering 

Of worship to The Servant King 
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10 The Narrative 

 

The Presbytery Clerk gives an account of the steps leading to the appointment. 

 

Richard takes his place before the Presbytery. 

 

11 Preamble 

 

The Moderator says: 

 

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,  

the King and Head of the Church, 

who, being ascended on high, 

has given gifts for the edifying of the body of Christ, 

we are met as a Presbytery  

to introduce Richard Baxter 

as Transition Minister of Wellington Church  

 

In this act, the Church of Scotland, 

as part of the Holy Catholic or Universal Church, 

worshipping one God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - 

affirms anew its belief in the Gospel 

of the sovereign grace and love of God, 

wherein through Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

incarnate, crucified, and risen, 

he freely offers to all people, upon repentance and faith, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

renewal by the Holy Spirit, 

and eternal life, 

and calls them to labour in the fellowship of faith 

for the advancement of the kingdom of God 

throughout the world. 

 

The Church of Scotland acknowledges the Word of God 

which is contained in the Scriptures 

of the Old and New Testaments 

to be the supreme rule of faith and life. 

 

The Church of Scotland holds as its subordinate standard 

the Westminster Confession of Faith, 

recognising liberty of opinion on such points of doctrine 

as do not enter into the substance of the Faith, 

and claiming the right, 

in dependence on the promised guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
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to formulate, interpret, or modify its subordinate standards: 

always in agreement with the Word of God 

and the fundamental doctrines of the Christian Faith 

contained in the said Confession - 

of which agreement the Church itself shall be sole judge. 

 

12 The Moderator addresses Richard: 

 

Do you believe in one God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 

and do you confess anew the Lord Jesus Christ 

as your Saviour and Lord? 

I do. 

 

Do you believe the Word of God, 

which is contained in the Scriptures 

of the Old and New Testaments, 

to be the supreme rule of faith and life? 

I do. 

 

Do you believe the fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith 

contained in the Confession of Faith of this Church? 

I do. 

 

Do you acknowledge 

the Presbyterian government of this Church 

to be agreeable to the Word of God; 

and do you promise to be subject in the Lord to this Presbytery 

and to the General Assembly of this Church, 

and to take your due part in the administration of its affairs? 

I do. 

 

Do you promise to seek the unity and peace of this Church; 

to uphold doctrine, worship, government, and discipline thereof; 

and to cherish a spirit of love 

towards all your brothers and sisters in Christ? 

I do. 

 

Are not zeal for the glory of God, 

love to the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and a desire for the salvation of all people, 

so far as you know your own heart, 

your great motives and chief inducements 

to enter into this ministry?  

They are. 
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Do you engage in the strength of the Lord Jesus Christ 

to live a godly and circumspect life; 

and faithfully, diligently, and cheerfully 

to discharge the duties of your ministry, 

seeking in all things the advancement of the kingdom of God? 

I do. 

 

Do you accept and close with the call 

to be pastor of this charge, 

and promise through grace to study to approve yourself 

a faithful minister of the Gospel among this people? 

I do. 

 

 

14 The Signing of the Formula 

 

The Moderator addresses Richard in these words: 

 

You are now required to sign the appointed Formula, 

as a seal of the vows you have taken. 

 

The Clerk reads the terms of the Formula, and Richard signs it. 

 

15 Hymn CH4 526 This is a day of new beginnings 

 

This is a day of new beginnings, 

Time to remember and move on, 

Time to believe what love is bringing, 

Laying to rest the pain that’s gone. 

 

For by the life and death of Jesus, 

Love’s mighty Spirit, now as then, 

Can make for us a world of difference 

As faith and hope are born again. 

 

Then let us, with the Spirit’s daring, 

Step from the past and leave behind 

Our disappointment, guilt and grieving, 

Seeking new paths, and sure to find. 

 

Christ is alive and goes before us 

To show and share what love can do. 

This is a day of new beginnings 
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Our God is making all things new. 

 

In faith we’ll gather round the table 

To show and share what love can do. 

This is a day of new beginnings 

Our God is making all things new. 

 

16 Richard kneels. 

 

The Moderator says: 

 

Spirit of God, we rejoice 

that you have provided fresh gifts for your people 

in the appointment of your servant Richard 

whom we receive in your name. 

 

Spirit of God, anoint Richard with power 

to proclaim the gospel 

in word and sacrament, 

in truth and love, 

in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

Spirit of God, anoint Richard with power 

to speak forgiveness to the penitent, 

to bind up the broken-hearted, 

to bring healing to the sick 

in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

Spirit of God, anoint Richard with power 

to proclaim liberty to the captives of sin and death 

and to challenge the oppressors of the weak 

in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

Give to your servant, we pray, 

good health of body, mind and spirit. 

Give him strength and gladness, 

willingness and usefulness, 

patience and courage, 

common sense and a sense of humour. 

 

Give Richard the openness 

that welcomes the insights of others, 

and the grace so to trust those with whom he works 

that he may be able to give account of his ministry 
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and receive the guidance of colleagues. 

 

Be present through the joys and sorrows, 

the doubts and triumphs, 

the certainties and the uncertainties 

of the life and ministry to which you call him. 

 

Hear our prayers, 

in the name of Jesus Christ, 

through whom, with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Spirit, 

all glory and honour is yours, One God, 

for ever and ever.     

Amen. 

 

17 Richard stands and the Moderator says: 

 

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

the King and Head of the Church, 

and by the authority of this Presbytery, 

I introduce and welcome you as Transition Minister 

To the charge of Wellington Church of Scotland. 

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 

18 The Moderator and other members of the Presbytery give Richard the right 

hand of fellowship.  They may be followed by the Kirk Session and other 

members of the team, as appropriate. 

 

19 The Moderator says: 

 

In congratulation and welcome, let everyone present applaud. 

 

The people may applaud. 

 

20 The Moderator continues with a charge to Richard in such words as: 

 

Remember your call. 

 

Declare the Good News. 

Celebrate the sacraments. 

Serve the needy. 

Minister to the sick. 

Welcome the stranger. 
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Seek the lost. 

 

Be a shepherd to the flock of Christ. 

As you exercise mercy, do not forget justice; 

as you minister discipline, do not forget mercy; 

that when Christ the Chief Shepherd comes in glory 

he may count you among his faithful servants. 

 

 

21 Where appropriate, the Moderator says: 

 

Do you, the members and friends of this congregation, 

in receiving Mr Richard Baxter as your Transition Minister 

offer him your welcome 

and promise him your encouragement and support? 

We do. 

 

Do you each now agree to share with Richard 

the responsibility for Christian witness and Christian service? 

We do. 

 

And will you give of your time, talents and money 

for the work of the Church in the world? 

We will. 

 

 

22 Prayer 

 

The Moderator says 

 

Let us pray. 

 

In faith we pray to God, 

who is more ready to hear than we are to ask. 

 

Let us pray for the  whole Church of God, 

that, rejoicing in her richness and variety, 

we may seek peace and unity 

and be constantly renewed for mission and service. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Let us pray for life in society, 

that, valuing the gifts of each member, 
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we may place the needs of others before our own 

and receive fulfilment from our common life. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Let us pray for the life of the world, 

that, rejoicing in our common humanity, 

we may reject the ways of war and conflict 

and work together for justice and peace. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Rejoicing in the communion of saints, 

we pray that, strengthened by their faithful example, 

we may follow the way of Christ 

and live to God's praise and glory. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Our Father in heaven 

Hallowed be your name, 

Your Kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

As we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

But deliver us from evil. 

For the Kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 

Now and forever 

Amen 

 

20 CH4 153 Great is thy faithfulness 

 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with thee; 

Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not, 

As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 

 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed they hand has provided 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 
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Summer and winter, and seedtime and harvest 

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed they hand has provided 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside. 

 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed they hand has provided 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

 

 

21 Blessing 

 

The Moderator says: 

 

Go in peace. 

 

The blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 

be with us all. 

Amen. 

 

 

 


